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With Breanne Deppisch

THE BIG IDEA: The Supreme Court is one of six main topics that
will be covered during tonight’s final debate at the University of
Nevada in Las Vegas. The late Antonin Scalia’s seat continues to sit

empty. An evenly-divided court has begun its new term under a cloud

of uncertainty. Assuming Hillary Clinton wins, it remains unclear

whether Republicans will try to confirm Merrick Garland during the

lame-duck session to prevent her from putting up someone who is

younger and more liberal next year.

The debate took on new significance this week when John
McCain boasted during a radio interview that Republicans would
automatically oppose whomever Clinton nominates. “I promise

you that we will be united against any Supreme Court nominee that

Hillary Clinton, if she were president, would put up,” the Arizona

senator said. “I promise you!”

Attacked by his Democratic challenger, McCain’s spokeswoman

released a statement walking back his comment. The senator will

“thoroughly examine the record of any Supreme Court nominee put



before the Senate,” she said. McCain then awkwardly avoided a local

TV reporter who tried to follow up.

Republicans, who have struggled to convince voters that they
are capable of governing, talked a big game in years past about
the need to be more than just “the party of no.” That messaging
is gone now. The prospect of four more years in the wilderness
suggests that they will move back toward unapologetic
obstruction.

Right now, however, they are in damage control mode. Judiciary
Committee Chairman Chuck Grassley, who is up for reelection in
Iowa, promised yesterday to not automatically “stonewall” any
Clinton pick. “If that new president happens to be Hillary, we can’t

just simply stonewall,” Grassley said on a conference call with local

press.

This is a very delicate balancing act. Vulnerable Republican

incumbents are trying to convince people who are reluctantly voting

for Clinton to support them by promising that they’ll be a check and

balance on the excesses of the Clinton presidency. One man’s
“check and balance,” however, is another man’s “obstruction.”
Regardless of how you play it, the bottom line is that
Republicans are trying to save their majority by promising more
gridlock.

If Republicans hold the Senate, Mitch McConnell will control the floor

schedule and Grassley will continue to have the Judiciary gavel. So

they technically could do exactly what they have for the past nine

months with Garland.



Democrats are now favored to win the Senate majority. Even if
they run the table, however, they’ll only control around 53 seats.
That is nowhere near filibuster proof. The question then becomes:

Which Republicans would cross over to vote for a President Clinton’s

SCOTUS picks? Could a Majority Leader Chuck Schumer cobble

together 60 votes? Or does he invoke the nuclear option and change

the rules to allow Supreme Court nominees to be confirmed by a

simple majority? Going nuclear will probably be the easier course,
both politically and procedurally, especially because the

Republican blockade of Garland has cost GOP leaders much of their

moral standing to oppose such a gambit.

Contrary to the will of the brilliant men who devised the
Constitution, the Senate is increasingly becoming a majoritarian
institution. Conservatives, who in principle should be alarmed
by this trend, have shortsightedly accelerated it.



A student standing in for Hillary is captured on the large monitor during a rehearsal
for the debate last night at UNLV. (David Goldman/AP)

-- There are two very important SCOTUS questions that the
candidates have avoided giving direct answers to:

Will Clinton re-nominate Garland? Watch for her to once again

dodge on this. She’s called him “extremely well qualified,” and she’s

relying heavily on Barack Obama to get her across the finish line in

November. The president sees getting Garland through during the

lame-duck as a top priority and a legacy achievement, but Clinton

privately wants to pick someone who is younger and more liberal than



the 63-year-old moderate.

Will Trump commit to nominating only people who are on his list
of 21 potential picks? Aides have said the list is definitive, but the

reality TV star has suggested during interviews that he might go

another direction. And he has a very long history of not being true to

his word. A few of the people Trump floated have chastised him. Utah

Sen. Mike Lee, on the second installment of Trump’s list,

subsequently called on the GOP nominee to drop out. And,

amusingly, federal appellate court Judge Diane Sykes (who was in

the first batch of names released by Trump) ruled earlier this month

against Mike Pence. She said the Indiana governor cannot interfere

with the distribution of federal funds to resettle Syrian refugees in his

state.



Trump speaks in Grand Junction, Colorado. (George Frey/Getty) 

-- For many conservative intellectuals, stopping Clinton from
appointing Scalia’s replacement is no longer a good enough
reason to support Trump. Among the Republican politicians who

have capitulated, such as Ted Cruz, holding the Scalia seat is a

favorite talking point to justify supporting someone who they privately

see as dangerously authoritarian. But 29 top conservative legal

scholars have signed onto a letter arguing that it is not enough. The

“Originalists against Trump” do not believe Trump would protect the

Constitution. And they do not trust him to actually pick from his list of



21. “More importantly, we do not trust him to respect constitutional

limits in the rest of his conduct in office, of which judicial nominations

are only one part,” they write. The group understands that the

alternative is Clinton. “Yet our country’s commitment to its

Constitution is not so fragile that it can be undone by a single

administration or a single court,” they conclude. (Read the full letter

here.)

Our Robert Barnes notes that the signatories include a Northwestern

law professor who was one of the founders of the Federalist Society,

Steven G. Calabresi; Post columnist George F. Will; and a well-

regarded conservative law professor at New York University and the

University of Chicago, Richard Epstein. “The effort was organized
by Duke University law professor Stephen E. Sachs and
University of Chicago law professor William Baude, a pair of
former clerks to Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr.”

Something to ponder: Will Roberts vote for Trump? He obviously

wants to regain his working majority, but he also hails from Indiana –

just like Gonzalo Curiel, the federal judge whom Trump leveled

repeated, racially-loaded attacks against. We’ll never know…





of a Benghazi victim who has accused Clinton of “murdering”
her son. It is unclear whether the campaign will reveal more surprise

guests today. Clinton is bringing billionaires Mark Cuban and Meg

Whitman in an effort to rattle Trump over his wealth. (Jose DelReal)

-- Clinton spent much of this week off the trail preparing for their
final showdown, a strategy which Trump mocked at a Colorado
rally. He told supporters she was actually at home resting instead.

"You know what the debate prep is? It's resting. It's lying down, going

to sleep," he said. (Jenna Johnson)

-- The Clinton campaign has requested that Bill and
Melania do not shake hands before tonight's debate. Last

time, Trump planned to parade three women who accused Clinton of

sexual assault into the family seating area and force the former

president to shake their hands as he crossed the room. (Jeremy

Peters and Maggie Haberman, The New York Times)



Chris Wallace moderated the first Republican primary debate in Aug. 2015 in
Cleveland. (Aaron Josefczyk/Reuters)

-- “Chris Wallace’s Debate Role Is a Bright Spot in a Dark Year
for Fox,” by the New York Times’s Michael Grynbaum: Chris is

the first Fox journalist to take charge of a general election face-off. “It

would be the most consequential night of Fox News’s year — if the

network had not just endured the most traumatic period in its two-

decade history. [For] the team of Fox anchors and producers (in

Vegas) this week, Mr. Wallace’s star turn is a welcome source of

pride. And, maybe, some relief. The selection of Mr. Wallace, a

veteran broadcaster with a reputation for tough, mischief-making



questions, was particularly bolstering for Fox’s news division, which

has viewed itself as an unfairly maligned alternative to the network’s

stable of conservative commentators like Mr. Hannity and Bill

O’Reilly.”

-- Politico’s Glenn Thrush preemptively declares that “Clinton
will be on the defensive”: “Trump’s fitness to lead has, rightly, been

the major focus of his conventionally lousy first debate and the

national disgrace of his second one. But here’s some good news for

him! Trump has done such a masterful job of handing Clinton the

election that the inevitable focus now is on her! America wants,

demands, that final kick-the-tires test, as Barack Obama said of the

process – and significant questions remain about her honesty,

integrity, judgment and trustworthiness. … Beatings, like bossa

novas, have a predictable rhythm. Trump’s beating (however
deserved or self-inflicted) has gone on for too long in terms of
the cyclical attention span of modern media, and it’s simply
Hillary’s turn."

-- Trump’s odds of turning around his campaign tonight are
steep, the Boston Globe’s Matt Viser posits: “Clinton arrives in Las

Vegas for the final debate like a poker player holding a full house,

confident and careful. Trump is furiously raising his bet, acting as if

he’s holding a hot hand, when polls say all he’s got is a pair of jacks.”

-- Republicans are praying that Trump does not once again take
Clinton's bait, per the Wall Street Journal’s Michael Bender and
Laura Meckler: “Democrats want Clinton to articulate a positive

vision for the country, rising above the allegations of sexual

misconduct and dishonesty that have permeated this election year. …



Republicans say Trump needs to focus on his popular anti-

establishment message and avoid placing any more attention on

controversies over his treatment of women or rifts with fellow

Republicans. ‘For once he needs to make this a race that’s not just

about him,’ said GOP consultant and former Romney adviser Kevin

Madden. ‘Clinton wants this race to be a referendum on Trump and

his lack of temperament, and every time she lays the bait he never

disappoints in taking it.’”

Welcome to the Daily 202, PowerPost's morning newsletter.
With contributions from Elise Viebeck (@eliseviebeck).

Sign up to receive the newsletter.

WHILE YOU WERE SLEEPING:



President Obama greets Italian Prime Minister Matteo Renzi at the White House.
(EPA/Michael Reynolds)

-- President Obama hosted his final state dinner, honoring Italian
Prime Minister Matteo Renzi and his wife at a celebratory -- yet
nostalgic -- reception. “If there was a collective emotion that defined

the night it’d be a mix of joy and pain,” Helena Andrews-Dyer and

Emily Heil wrote. “Everyone involved in the Obamas’ last black tie

gala felt it. From guest chef Mario Batali, who said that knowing this

dinner is the last adds its own brand of pride and pressure, to the

president himself, who called the swanky swan song ‘a bittersweet

moment.’ Held in a tent on the South Lawn dripping with chandeliers



and dotted with mirrored tables to conjure up the Italian 'fresco'

technique, the evening featured a stroll through the first lady’s kitchen

garden … a four-course meal prepared by Batali and a performance

by Gwen Stefani … But despite the night’s obvious symbolism as a

denouement the dinner’s guests probably took the opening lines of

the president’s traditional toast to heart: 'In the immortal words of a
great Italian American, Yogi Berra, ‘It ain’t over ’till it’s over.''" 

The Obamas rewarded many of their most loyal staffers with seats at

the dinner. Among the 380 guests were the first lady's hair stylist,
makeup artist, and personal trainer...

FLOTUS wore a custom rose-gold chain-mail gown from Atelier

Versace. It was a slinky gown with an asymmetrical neckline that

slithered like liquid metal down her torso and around her hips. "It was

pure Hollywood glamour," writes Fashion Critic Robin Givhan.



The Ecuadorian national flag flies outside their embassy in London today. (Alastair
Grant/AP)

-- Ecuador acknowledged that it “temporarily restricted” the
Internet access of WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange at its
United Kingdom embassy after WikiLeaks posted John
Podesta's emails. A foreign ministry statement said that while it

stands by its decision in 2012 to grant Assange asylum, it doesn’t

interfere in foreign elections. The ministry didn’t specify the extent of

the restrictions on Assange’s cyber access, saying only that the

limitations wouldn’t affect WikiLeaks’s ability to carry out its

journalistic activities. Do not forget: Assange is hiding out in the



embassy to avoid facing trial for alleged sexual assault. (Nick Miroff)

-- Marco Rubio urged Trump and the RNC to stop attacking
Clinton over hacked emails published by Wikileaks: "As our

intelligence agencies have said, these leaks are an effort by a foreign

government to interfere with our electoral process and I will not

indulge it,” Rubio told ABC News’s Jon Karl in an interview. “Further, I

want to warn my fellow Republicans who may want to capitalize

politically on these leaks: Today it is the Democrats. Tomorrow it

could be us."

-- Speaking of insecure email servers, Trump lives in a glass
house. From Mother Jones’ Joseph Cox: “A researcher has found

that a number of email servers linked to [Trump’s] hotel and others

businesses are running horribly out of date software which receive no

security patches, and are lacking other precautions for keeping

hackers out.” A number of mail servers for TrumpOrg.com, a domain

registered to The Trump Organization, are using end-of-life software,

including the operating system Windows Server 2003 and IIS 6.0.

“Running outdated software and operating systems for your publicly

facing email infrastructure is problematic, especially when you're a

high profile organisation,” said security architect Kevin Beaumont.

“During an election where cybersecurity is such a big issue, I was a

little amazed at what I saw.”
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With Breanne Deppisch

THE BIG IDEA: The Supreme Court is one of six main topics that
will be covered during tonight’s final debate at the University of
Nevada in Las Vegas. The late Antonin Scalia’s seat continues to sit

empty. An evenly-divided court has begun its new term under a cloud

of uncertainty. Assuming Hillary Clinton wins, it remains unclear

whether Republicans will try to confirm Merrick Garland during the

lame-duck session to prevent her from putting up someone who is

younger and more liberal next year.

The debate took on new significance this week when John
McCain boasted during a radio interview that Republicans would
automatically oppose whomever Clinton nominates. “I promise

you that we will be united against any Supreme Court nominee that

Hillary Clinton, if she were president, would put up,” the Arizona

senator said. “I promise you!”

Attacked by his Democratic challenger, McCain’s spokeswoman

released a statement walking back his comment. The senator will

“thoroughly examine the record of any Supreme Court nominee put



before the Senate,” she said. McCain then awkwardly avoided a local

TV reporter who tried to follow up.

Republicans, who have struggled to convince voters that they
are capable of governing, talked a big game in years past about
the need to be more than just “the party of no.” That messaging
is gone now. The prospect of four more years in the wilderness
suggests that they will move back toward unapologetic
obstruction.

Right now, however, they are in damage control mode. Judiciary
Committee Chairman Chuck Grassley, who is up for reelection in
Iowa, promised yesterday to not automatically “stonewall” any
Clinton pick. “If that new president happens to be Hillary, we can’t

just simply stonewall,” Grassley said on a conference call with local

press.

This is a very delicate balancing act. Vulnerable Republican

incumbents are trying to convince people who are reluctantly voting

for Clinton to support them by promising that they’ll be a check and

balance on the excesses of the Clinton presidency. One man’s
“check and balance,” however, is another man’s “obstruction.”
Regardless of how you play it, the bottom line is that
Republicans are trying to save their majority by promising more
gridlock.

If Republicans hold the Senate, Mitch McConnell will control the floor

schedule and Grassley will continue to have the Judiciary gavel. So

they technically could do exactly what they have for the past nine

months with Garland.



Democrats are now favored to win the Senate majority. Even if
they run the table, however, they’ll only control around 53 seats.
That is nowhere near filibuster proof. The question then becomes:

Which Republicans would cross over to vote for a President Clinton’s

SCOTUS picks? Could a Majority Leader Chuck Schumer cobble

together 60 votes? Or does he invoke the nuclear option and change

the rules to allow Supreme Court nominees to be confirmed by a

simple majority? Going nuclear will probably be the easier course,
both politically and procedurally, especially because the

Republican blockade of Garland has cost GOP leaders much of their

moral standing to oppose such a gambit.

Contrary to the will of the brilliant men who devised the
Constitution, the Senate is increasingly becoming a majoritarian
institution. Conservatives, who in principle should be alarmed
by this trend, have shortsightedly accelerated it.



A student standing in for Hillary is captured on the large monitor during a rehearsal
for the debate last night at UNLV. (David Goldman/AP)

-- There are two very important SCOTUS questions that the
candidates have avoided giving direct answers to:

Will Clinton re-nominate Garland? Watch for her to once again

dodge on this. She’s called him “extremely well qualified,” and she’s

relying heavily on Barack Obama to get her across the finish line in

November. The president sees getting Garland through during the

lame-duck as a top priority and a legacy achievement, but Clinton

privately wants to pick someone who is younger and more liberal than



the 63-year-old moderate.

Will Trump commit to nominating only people who are on his list
of 21 potential picks? Aides have said the list is definitive, but the

reality TV star has suggested during interviews that he might go

another direction. And he has a very long history of not being true to

his word. A few of the people Trump floated have chastised him. Utah

Sen. Mike Lee, on the second installment of Trump’s list,

subsequently called on the GOP nominee to drop out. And,

amusingly, federal appellate court Judge Diane Sykes (who was in

the first batch of names released by Trump) ruled earlier this month

against Mike Pence. She said the Indiana governor cannot interfere

with the distribution of federal funds to resettle Syrian refugees in his

state.



Trump speaks in Grand Junction, Colorado. (George Frey/Getty) 

-- For many conservative intellectuals, stopping Clinton from
appointing Scalia’s replacement is no longer a good enough
reason to support Trump. Among the Republican politicians who

have capitulated, such as Ted Cruz, holding the Scalia seat is a

favorite talking point to justify supporting someone who they privately

see as dangerously authoritarian. But 29 top conservative legal

scholars have signed onto a letter arguing that it is not enough. The

“Originalists against Trump” do not believe Trump would protect the

Constitution. And they do not trust him to actually pick from his list of



21. “More importantly, we do not trust him to respect constitutional

limits in the rest of his conduct in office, of which judicial nominations

are only one part,” they write. The group understands that the

alternative is Clinton. “Yet our country’s commitment to its

Constitution is not so fragile that it can be undone by a single

administration or a single court,” they conclude. (Read the full letter

here.)

Our Robert Barnes notes that the signatories include a Northwestern

law professor who was one of the founders of the Federalist Society,

Steven G. Calabresi; Post columnist George F. Will; and a well-

regarded conservative law professor at New York University and the

University of Chicago, Richard Epstein. “The effort was organized
by Duke University law professor Stephen E. Sachs and
University of Chicago law professor William Baude, a pair of
former clerks to Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr.”

Something to ponder: Will Roberts vote for Trump? He obviously

wants to regain his working majority, but he also hails from Indiana –

just like Gonzalo Curiel, the federal judge whom Trump leveled

repeated, racially-loaded attacks against. We’ll never know…





of a Benghazi victim who has accused Clinton of “murdering”
her son. It is unclear whether the campaign will reveal more surprise

guests today. Clinton is bringing billionaires Mark Cuban and Meg

Whitman in an effort to rattle Trump over his wealth. (Jose DelReal)

-- Clinton spent much of this week off the trail preparing for their
final showdown, a strategy which Trump mocked at a Colorado
rally. He told supporters she was actually at home resting instead.

"You know what the debate prep is? It's resting. It's lying down, going

to sleep," he said. (Jenna Johnson)

-- The Clinton campaign has requested that Bill and
Melania do not shake hands before tonight's debate. Last

time, Trump planned to parade three women who accused Clinton of

sexual assault into the family seating area and force the former

president to shake their hands as he crossed the room. (Jeremy

Peters and Maggie Haberman, The New York Times)



Chris Wallace moderated the first Republican primary debate in Aug. 2015 in
Cleveland. (Aaron Josefczyk/Reuters)

-- “Chris Wallace’s Debate Role Is a Bright Spot in a Dark Year
for Fox,” by the New York Times’s Michael Grynbaum: Chris is

the first Fox journalist to take charge of a general election face-off. “It

would be the most consequential night of Fox News’s year — if the

network had not just endured the most traumatic period in its two-

decade history. [For] the team of Fox anchors and producers (in

Vegas) this week, Mr. Wallace’s star turn is a welcome source of

pride. And, maybe, some relief. The selection of Mr. Wallace, a

veteran broadcaster with a reputation for tough, mischief-making



questions, was particularly bolstering for Fox’s news division, which

has viewed itself as an unfairly maligned alternative to the network’s

stable of conservative commentators like Mr. Hannity and Bill

O’Reilly.”

-- Politico’s Glenn Thrush preemptively declares that “Clinton
will be on the defensive”: “Trump’s fitness to lead has, rightly, been

the major focus of his conventionally lousy first debate and the

national disgrace of his second one. But here’s some good news for

him! Trump has done such a masterful job of handing Clinton the

election that the inevitable focus now is on her! America wants,

demands, that final kick-the-tires test, as Barack Obama said of the

process – and significant questions remain about her honesty,

integrity, judgment and trustworthiness. … Beatings, like bossa

novas, have a predictable rhythm. Trump’s beating (however
deserved or self-inflicted) has gone on for too long in terms of
the cyclical attention span of modern media, and it’s simply
Hillary’s turn."

-- Trump’s odds of turning around his campaign tonight are
steep, the Boston Globe’s Matt Viser posits: “Clinton arrives in Las

Vegas for the final debate like a poker player holding a full house,

confident and careful. Trump is furiously raising his bet, acting as if

he’s holding a hot hand, when polls say all he’s got is a pair of jacks.”

-- Republicans are praying that Trump does not once again take
Clinton's bait, per the Wall Street Journal’s Michael Bender and
Laura Meckler: “Democrats want Clinton to articulate a positive

vision for the country, rising above the allegations of sexual

misconduct and dishonesty that have permeated this election year. …



Republicans say Trump needs to focus on his popular anti-

establishment message and avoid placing any more attention on

controversies over his treatment of women or rifts with fellow

Republicans. ‘For once he needs to make this a race that’s not just

about him,’ said GOP consultant and former Romney adviser Kevin

Madden. ‘Clinton wants this race to be a referendum on Trump and

his lack of temperament, and every time she lays the bait he never

disappoints in taking it.’”

Welcome to the Daily 202, PowerPost's morning newsletter.
With contributions from Elise Viebeck (@eliseviebeck).

Sign up to receive the newsletter.

WHILE YOU WERE SLEEPING:



President Obama greets Italian Prime Minister Matteo Renzi at the White House.
(EPA/Michael Reynolds)

-- President Obama hosted his final state dinner, honoring Italian
Prime Minister Matteo Renzi and his wife at a celebratory -- yet
nostalgic -- reception. “If there was a collective emotion that defined

the night it’d be a mix of joy and pain,” Helena Andrews-Dyer and

Emily Heil wrote. “Everyone involved in the Obamas’ last black tie

gala felt it. From guest chef Mario Batali, who said that knowing this

dinner is the last adds its own brand of pride and pressure, to the

president himself, who called the swanky swan song ‘a bittersweet

moment.’ Held in a tent on the South Lawn dripping with chandeliers



and dotted with mirrored tables to conjure up the Italian 'fresco'

technique, the evening featured a stroll through the first lady’s kitchen

garden … a four-course meal prepared by Batali and a performance

by Gwen Stefani … But despite the night’s obvious symbolism as a

denouement the dinner’s guests probably took the opening lines of

the president’s traditional toast to heart: 'In the immortal words of a
great Italian American, Yogi Berra, ‘It ain’t over ’till it’s over.''" 

The Obamas rewarded many of their most loyal staffers with seats at

the dinner. Among the 380 guests were the first lady's hair stylist,
makeup artist, and personal trainer...

FLOTUS wore a custom rose-gold chain-mail gown from Atelier

Versace. It was a slinky gown with an asymmetrical neckline that

slithered like liquid metal down her torso and around her hips. "It was

pure Hollywood glamour," writes Fashion Critic Robin Givhan.



The Ecuadorian national flag flies outside their embassy in London today. (Alastair
Grant/AP)

-- Ecuador acknowledged that it “temporarily restricted” the
Internet access of WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange at its
United Kingdom embassy after WikiLeaks posted John
Podesta's emails. A foreign ministry statement said that while it

stands by its decision in 2012 to grant Assange asylum, it doesn’t

interfere in foreign elections. The ministry didn’t specify the extent of

the restrictions on Assange’s cyber access, saying only that the

limitations wouldn’t affect WikiLeaks’s ability to carry out its

journalistic activities. Do not forget: Assange is hiding out in the



embassy to avoid facing trial for alleged sexual assault. (Nick Miroff)

-- Marco Rubio urged Trump and the RNC to stop attacking
Clinton over hacked emails published by Wikileaks: "As our

intelligence agencies have said, these leaks are an effort by a foreign

government to interfere with our electoral process and I will not

indulge it,” Rubio told ABC News’s Jon Karl in an interview. “Further, I

want to warn my fellow Republicans who may want to capitalize

politically on these leaks: Today it is the Democrats. Tomorrow it

could be us."

-- Speaking of insecure email servers, Trump lives in a glass
house. From Mother Jones’ Joseph Cox: “A researcher has found

that a number of email servers linked to [Trump’s] hotel and others

businesses are running horribly out of date software which receive no

security patches, and are lacking other precautions for keeping

hackers out.” A number of mail servers for TrumpOrg.com, a domain

registered to The Trump Organization, are using end-of-life software,

including the operating system Windows Server 2003 and IIS 6.0.

“Running outdated software and operating systems for your publicly

facing email infrastructure is problematic, especially when you're a

high profile organisation,” said security architect Kevin Beaumont.

“During an election where cybersecurity is such a big issue, I was a

little amazed at what I saw.”













































































































From: The Washington Post
To:
Subject: The Daily 202: The Supreme Court will be a focus of tonight’s presidential debate
Date: Wednesday, October 19, 2016 9:47:59 AM

 
If you're having trouble reading this, click here.

The Daily 202

  Share on Twitter   Share on Facebook

The Supreme Court will be a focus of tonight’s

 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)





With Breanne Deppisch

THE BIG IDEA: The Supreme Court is one of six main topics that
will be covered during tonight’s final debate at the University of
Nevada in Las Vegas. The late Antonin Scalia’s seat continues to sit

empty. An evenly-divided court has begun its new term under a cloud

of uncertainty. Assuming Hillary Clinton wins, it remains unclear

whether Republicans will try to confirm Merrick Garland during the

lame-duck session to prevent her from putting up someone who is

younger and more liberal next year.

The debate took on new significance this week when John
McCain boasted during a radio interview that Republicans would
automatically oppose whomever Clinton nominates. “I promise

you that we will be united against any Supreme Court nominee that

Hillary Clinton, if she were president, would put up,” the Arizona

senator said. “I promise you!”

Attacked by his Democratic challenger, McCain’s spokeswoman

released a statement walking back his comment. The senator will

“thoroughly examine the record of any Supreme Court nominee put



before the Senate,” she said. McCain then awkwardly avoided a local

TV reporter who tried to follow up.

Republicans, who have struggled to convince voters that they
are capable of governing, talked a big game in years past about
the need to be more than just “the party of no.” That messaging
is gone now. The prospect of four more years in the wilderness
suggests that they will move back toward unapologetic
obstruction.

Right now, however, they are in damage control mode. Judiciary
Committee Chairman Chuck Grassley, who is up for reelection in
Iowa, promised yesterday to not automatically “stonewall” any
Clinton pick. “If that new president happens to be Hillary, we can’t

just simply stonewall,” Grassley said on a conference call with local

press.

This is a very delicate balancing act. Vulnerable Republican

incumbents are trying to convince people who are reluctantly voting

for Clinton to support them by promising that they’ll be a check and

balance on the excesses of the Clinton presidency. One man’s
“check and balance,” however, is another man’s “obstruction.”
Regardless of how you play it, the bottom line is that
Republicans are trying to save their majority by promising more
gridlock.

If Republicans hold the Senate, Mitch McConnell will control the floor

schedule and Grassley will continue to have the Judiciary gavel. So

they technically could do exactly what they have for the past nine

months with Garland.



Democrats are now favored to win the Senate majority. Even if
they run the table, however, they’ll only control around 53 seats.
That is nowhere near filibuster proof. The question then becomes:

Which Republicans would cross over to vote for a President Clinton’s

SCOTUS picks? Could a Majority Leader Chuck Schumer cobble

together 60 votes? Or does he invoke the nuclear option and change

the rules to allow Supreme Court nominees to be confirmed by a

simple majority? Going nuclear will probably be the easier course,
both politically and procedurally, especially because the

Republican blockade of Garland has cost GOP leaders much of their

moral standing to oppose such a gambit.

Contrary to the will of the brilliant men who devised the
Constitution, the Senate is increasingly becoming a majoritarian
institution. Conservatives, who in principle should be alarmed
by this trend, have shortsightedly accelerated it.



A student standing in for Hillary is captured on the large monitor during a rehearsal
for the debate last night at UNLV. (David Goldman/AP)

-- There are two very important SCOTUS questions that the
candidates have avoided giving direct answers to:

Will Clinton re-nominate Garland? Watch for her to once again

dodge on this. She’s called him “extremely well qualified,” and she’s

relying heavily on Barack Obama to get her across the finish line in

November. The president sees getting Garland through during the

lame-duck as a top priority and a legacy achievement, but Clinton

privately wants to pick someone who is younger and more liberal than



the 63-year-old moderate.

Will Trump commit to nominating only people who are on his list
of 21 potential picks? Aides have said the list is definitive, but the

reality TV star has suggested during interviews that he might go

another direction. And he has a very long history of not being true to

his word. A few of the people Trump floated have chastised him. Utah

Sen. Mike Lee, on the second installment of Trump’s list,

subsequently called on the GOP nominee to drop out. And,

amusingly, federal appellate court Judge Diane Sykes (who was in

the first batch of names released by Trump) ruled earlier this month

against Mike Pence. She said the Indiana governor cannot interfere

with the distribution of federal funds to resettle Syrian refugees in his

state.



Trump speaks in Grand Junction, Colorado. (George Frey/Getty) 

-- For many conservative intellectuals, stopping Clinton from
appointing Scalia’s replacement is no longer a good enough
reason to support Trump. Among the Republican politicians who

have capitulated, such as Ted Cruz, holding the Scalia seat is a

favorite talking point to justify supporting someone who they privately

see as dangerously authoritarian. But 29 top conservative legal

scholars have signed onto a letter arguing that it is not enough. The

“Originalists against Trump” do not believe Trump would protect the

Constitution. And they do not trust him to actually pick from his list of



21. “More importantly, we do not trust him to respect constitutional

limits in the rest of his conduct in office, of which judicial nominations

are only one part,” they write. The group understands that the

alternative is Clinton. “Yet our country’s commitment to its

Constitution is not so fragile that it can be undone by a single

administration or a single court,” they conclude. (Read the full letter

here.)

Our Robert Barnes notes that the signatories include a Northwestern

law professor who was one of the founders of the Federalist Society,

Steven G. Calabresi; Post columnist George F. Will; and a well-

regarded conservative law professor at New York University and the

University of Chicago, Richard Epstein. “The effort was organized
by Duke University law professor Stephen E. Sachs and
University of Chicago law professor William Baude, a pair of
former clerks to Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr.”

Something to ponder: Will Roberts vote for Trump? He obviously

wants to regain his working majority, but he also hails from Indiana –

just like Gonzalo Curiel, the federal judge whom Trump leveled

repeated, racially-loaded attacks against. We’ll never know…





of a Benghazi victim who has accused Clinton of “murdering”
her son. It is unclear whether the campaign will reveal more surprise

guests today. Clinton is bringing billionaires Mark Cuban and Meg

Whitman in an effort to rattle Trump over his wealth. (Jose DelReal)

-- Clinton spent much of this week off the trail preparing for their
final showdown, a strategy which Trump mocked at a Colorado
rally. He told supporters she was actually at home resting instead.

"You know what the debate prep is? It's resting. It's lying down, going

to sleep," he said. (Jenna Johnson)

-- The Clinton campaign has requested that Bill and
Melania do not shake hands before tonight's debate. Last

time, Trump planned to parade three women who accused Clinton of

sexual assault into the family seating area and force the former

president to shake their hands as he crossed the room. (Jeremy

Peters and Maggie Haberman, The New York Times)



Chris Wallace moderated the first Republican primary debate in Aug. 2015 in
Cleveland. (Aaron Josefczyk/Reuters)

-- “Chris Wallace’s Debate Role Is a Bright Spot in a Dark Year
for Fox,” by the New York Times’s Michael Grynbaum: Chris is

the first Fox journalist to take charge of a general election face-off. “It

would be the most consequential night of Fox News’s year — if the

network had not just endured the most traumatic period in its two-

decade history. [For] the team of Fox anchors and producers (in

Vegas) this week, Mr. Wallace’s star turn is a welcome source of

pride. And, maybe, some relief. The selection of Mr. Wallace, a

veteran broadcaster with a reputation for tough, mischief-making



questions, was particularly bolstering for Fox’s news division, which

has viewed itself as an unfairly maligned alternative to the network’s

stable of conservative commentators like Mr. Hannity and Bill

O’Reilly.”

-- Politico’s Glenn Thrush preemptively declares that “Clinton
will be on the defensive”: “Trump’s fitness to lead has, rightly, been

the major focus of his conventionally lousy first debate and the

national disgrace of his second one. But here’s some good news for

him! Trump has done such a masterful job of handing Clinton the

election that the inevitable focus now is on her! America wants,

demands, that final kick-the-tires test, as Barack Obama said of the

process – and significant questions remain about her honesty,

integrity, judgment and trustworthiness. … Beatings, like bossa

novas, have a predictable rhythm. Trump’s beating (however
deserved or self-inflicted) has gone on for too long in terms of
the cyclical attention span of modern media, and it’s simply
Hillary’s turn."

-- Trump’s odds of turning around his campaign tonight are
steep, the Boston Globe’s Matt Viser posits: “Clinton arrives in Las

Vegas for the final debate like a poker player holding a full house,

confident and careful. Trump is furiously raising his bet, acting as if

he’s holding a hot hand, when polls say all he’s got is a pair of jacks.”

-- Republicans are praying that Trump does not once again take
Clinton's bait, per the Wall Street Journal’s Michael Bender and
Laura Meckler: “Democrats want Clinton to articulate a positive

vision for the country, rising above the allegations of sexual

misconduct and dishonesty that have permeated this election year. …



Republicans say Trump needs to focus on his popular anti-

establishment message and avoid placing any more attention on

controversies over his treatment of women or rifts with fellow

Republicans. ‘For once he needs to make this a race that’s not just

about him,’ said GOP consultant and former Romney adviser Kevin

Madden. ‘Clinton wants this race to be a referendum on Trump and

his lack of temperament, and every time she lays the bait he never

disappoints in taking it.’”

Welcome to the Daily 202, PowerPost's morning newsletter.
With contributions from Elise Viebeck (@eliseviebeck).

Sign up to receive the newsletter.

WHILE YOU WERE SLEEPING:



President Obama greets Italian Prime Minister Matteo Renzi at the White House.
(EPA/Michael Reynolds)

-- President Obama hosted his final state dinner, honoring Italian
Prime Minister Matteo Renzi and his wife at a celebratory -- yet
nostalgic -- reception. “If there was a collective emotion that defined

the night it’d be a mix of joy and pain,” Helena Andrews-Dyer and

Emily Heil wrote. “Everyone involved in the Obamas’ last black tie

gala felt it. From guest chef Mario Batali, who said that knowing this

dinner is the last adds its own brand of pride and pressure, to the

president himself, who called the swanky swan song ‘a bittersweet

moment.’ Held in a tent on the South Lawn dripping with chandeliers



and dotted with mirrored tables to conjure up the Italian 'fresco'

technique, the evening featured a stroll through the first lady’s kitchen

garden … a four-course meal prepared by Batali and a performance

by Gwen Stefani … But despite the night’s obvious symbolism as a

denouement the dinner’s guests probably took the opening lines of

the president’s traditional toast to heart: 'In the immortal words of a
great Italian American, Yogi Berra, ‘It ain’t over ’till it’s over.''" 

The Obamas rewarded many of their most loyal staffers with seats at

the dinner. Among the 380 guests were the first lady's hair stylist,
makeup artist, and personal trainer...

FLOTUS wore a custom rose-gold chain-mail gown from Atelier

Versace. It was a slinky gown with an asymmetrical neckline that

slithered like liquid metal down her torso and around her hips. "It was

pure Hollywood glamour," writes Fashion Critic Robin Givhan.



The Ecuadorian national flag flies outside their embassy in London today. (Alastair
Grant/AP)

-- Ecuador acknowledged that it “temporarily restricted” the
Internet access of WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange at its
United Kingdom embassy after WikiLeaks posted John
Podesta's emails. A foreign ministry statement said that while it

stands by its decision in 2012 to grant Assange asylum, it doesn’t

interfere in foreign elections. The ministry didn’t specify the extent of

the restrictions on Assange’s cyber access, saying only that the

limitations wouldn’t affect WikiLeaks’s ability to carry out its

journalistic activities. Do not forget: Assange is hiding out in the



embassy to avoid facing trial for alleged sexual assault. (Nick Miroff)

-- Marco Rubio urged Trump and the RNC to stop attacking
Clinton over hacked emails published by Wikileaks: "As our

intelligence agencies have said, these leaks are an effort by a foreign

government to interfere with our electoral process and I will not

indulge it,” Rubio told ABC News’s Jon Karl in an interview. “Further, I

want to warn my fellow Republicans who may want to capitalize

politically on these leaks: Today it is the Democrats. Tomorrow it

could be us."

-- Speaking of insecure email servers, Trump lives in a glass
house. From Mother Jones’ Joseph Cox: “A researcher has found

that a number of email servers linked to [Trump’s] hotel and others

businesses are running horribly out of date software which receive no

security patches, and are lacking other precautions for keeping

hackers out.” A number of mail servers for TrumpOrg.com, a domain

registered to The Trump Organization, are using end-of-life software,

including the operating system Windows Server 2003 and IIS 6.0.

“Running outdated software and operating systems for your publicly

facing email infrastructure is problematic, especially when you're a

high profile organisation,” said security architect Kevin Beaumont.

“During an election where cybersecurity is such a big issue, I was a

little amazed at what I saw.”













































































































From: The Washington Post
To:
Subject: The Daily 202: The Supreme Court will be a focus of tonight’s presidential debate
Date: Wednesday, October 19, 2016 9:59:07 AM

 
If you're having trouble reading this, click here.

The Daily 202

  Share on Twitter   Share on Facebook

The Supreme Court will be a focus of tonight’s

 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)





With Breanne Deppisch

THE BIG IDEA: The Supreme Court is one of six main topics that
will be covered during tonight’s final debate at the University of
Nevada in Las Vegas. The late Antonin Scalia’s seat continues to sit

empty. An evenly-divided court has begun its new term under a cloud

of uncertainty. Assuming Hillary Clinton wins, it remains unclear

whether Republicans will try to confirm Merrick Garland during the

lame-duck session to prevent her from putting up someone who is

younger and more liberal next year.

The debate took on new significance this week when John
McCain boasted during a radio interview that Republicans would
automatically oppose whomever Clinton nominates. “I promise

you that we will be united against any Supreme Court nominee that

Hillary Clinton, if she were president, would put up,” the Arizona

senator said. “I promise you!”

Attacked by his Democratic challenger, McCain’s spokeswoman

released a statement walking back his comment. The senator will

“thoroughly examine the record of any Supreme Court nominee put



before the Senate,” she said. McCain then awkwardly avoided a local

TV reporter who tried to follow up.

Republicans, who have struggled to convince voters that they
are capable of governing, talked a big game in years past about
the need to be more than just “the party of no.” That messaging
is gone now. The prospect of four more years in the wilderness
suggests that they will move back toward unapologetic
obstruction.

Right now, however, they are in damage control mode. Judiciary
Committee Chairman Chuck Grassley, who is up for reelection in
Iowa, promised yesterday to not automatically “stonewall” any
Clinton pick. “If that new president happens to be Hillary, we can’t

just simply stonewall,” Grassley said on a conference call with local

press.

This is a very delicate balancing act. Vulnerable Republican

incumbents are trying to convince people who are reluctantly voting

for Clinton to support them by promising that they’ll be a check and

balance on the excesses of the Clinton presidency. One man’s
“check and balance,” however, is another man’s “obstruction.”
Regardless of how you play it, the bottom line is that
Republicans are trying to save their majority by promising more
gridlock.

If Republicans hold the Senate, Mitch McConnell will control the floor

schedule and Grassley will continue to have the Judiciary gavel. So

they technically could do exactly what they have for the past nine

months with Garland.



Democrats are now favored to win the Senate majority. Even if
they run the table, however, they’ll only control around 53 seats.
That is nowhere near filibuster proof. The question then becomes:

Which Republicans would cross over to vote for a President Clinton’s

SCOTUS picks? Could a Majority Leader Chuck Schumer cobble

together 60 votes? Or does he invoke the nuclear option and change

the rules to allow Supreme Court nominees to be confirmed by a

simple majority? Going nuclear will probably be the easier course,
both politically and procedurally, especially because the

Republican blockade of Garland has cost GOP leaders much of their

moral standing to oppose such a gambit.

Contrary to the will of the brilliant men who devised the
Constitution, the Senate is increasingly becoming a majoritarian
institution. Conservatives, who in principle should be alarmed
by this trend, have shortsightedly accelerated it.



A student standing in for Hillary is captured on the large monitor during a rehearsal
for the debate last night at UNLV. (David Goldman/AP)

-- There are two very important SCOTUS questions that the
candidates have avoided giving direct answers to:

Will Clinton re-nominate Garland? Watch for her to once again

dodge on this. She’s called him “extremely well qualified,” and she’s

relying heavily on Barack Obama to get her across the finish line in

November. The president sees getting Garland through during the

lame-duck as a top priority and a legacy achievement, but Clinton

privately wants to pick someone who is younger and more liberal than



the 63-year-old moderate.

Will Trump commit to nominating only people who are on his list
of 21 potential picks? Aides have said the list is definitive, but the

reality TV star has suggested during interviews that he might go

another direction. And he has a very long history of not being true to

his word. A few of the people Trump floated have chastised him. Utah

Sen. Mike Lee, on the second installment of Trump’s list,

subsequently called on the GOP nominee to drop out. And,

amusingly, federal appellate court Judge Diane Sykes (who was in

the first batch of names released by Trump) ruled earlier this month

against Mike Pence. She said the Indiana governor cannot interfere

with the distribution of federal funds to resettle Syrian refugees in his

state.



Trump speaks in Grand Junction, Colorado. (George Frey/Getty) 

-- For many conservative intellectuals, stopping Clinton from
appointing Scalia’s replacement is no longer a good enough
reason to support Trump. Among the Republican politicians who

have capitulated, such as Ted Cruz, holding the Scalia seat is a

favorite talking point to justify supporting someone who they privately

see as dangerously authoritarian. But 29 top conservative legal

scholars have signed onto a letter arguing that it is not enough. The

“Originalists against Trump” do not believe Trump would protect the

Constitution. And they do not trust him to actually pick from his list of



21. “More importantly, we do not trust him to respect constitutional

limits in the rest of his conduct in office, of which judicial nominations

are only one part,” they write. The group understands that the

alternative is Clinton. “Yet our country’s commitment to its

Constitution is not so fragile that it can be undone by a single

administration or a single court,” they conclude. (Read the full letter

here.)

Our Robert Barnes notes that the signatories include a Northwestern

law professor who was one of the founders of the Federalist Society,

Steven G. Calabresi; Post columnist George F. Will; and a well-

regarded conservative law professor at New York University and the

University of Chicago, Richard Epstein. “The effort was organized
by Duke University law professor Stephen E. Sachs and
University of Chicago law professor William Baude, a pair of
former clerks to Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr.”

Something to ponder: Will Roberts vote for Trump? He obviously

wants to regain his working majority, but he also hails from Indiana –

just like Gonzalo Curiel, the federal judge whom Trump leveled

repeated, racially-loaded attacks against. We’ll never know…





of a Benghazi victim who has accused Clinton of “murdering”
her son. It is unclear whether the campaign will reveal more surprise

guests today. Clinton is bringing billionaires Mark Cuban and Meg

Whitman in an effort to rattle Trump over his wealth. (Jose DelReal)

-- Clinton spent much of this week off the trail preparing for their
final showdown, a strategy which Trump mocked at a Colorado
rally. He told supporters she was actually at home resting instead.

"You know what the debate prep is? It's resting. It's lying down, going

to sleep," he said. (Jenna Johnson)

-- The Clinton campaign has requested that Bill and
Melania do not shake hands before tonight's debate. Last

time, Trump planned to parade three women who accused Clinton of

sexual assault into the family seating area and force the former

president to shake their hands as he crossed the room. (Jeremy

Peters and Maggie Haberman, The New York Times)



Chris Wallace moderated the first Republican primary debate in Aug. 2015 in
Cleveland. (Aaron Josefczyk/Reuters)

-- “Chris Wallace’s Debate Role Is a Bright Spot in a Dark Year
for Fox,” by the New York Times’s Michael Grynbaum: Chris is

the first Fox journalist to take charge of a general election face-off. “It

would be the most consequential night of Fox News’s year — if the

network had not just endured the most traumatic period in its two-

decade history. [For] the team of Fox anchors and producers (in

Vegas) this week, Mr. Wallace’s star turn is a welcome source of

pride. And, maybe, some relief. The selection of Mr. Wallace, a

veteran broadcaster with a reputation for tough, mischief-making



questions, was particularly bolstering for Fox’s news division, which

has viewed itself as an unfairly maligned alternative to the network’s

stable of conservative commentators like Mr. Hannity and Bill

O’Reilly.”

-- Politico’s Glenn Thrush preemptively declares that “Clinton
will be on the defensive”: “Trump’s fitness to lead has, rightly, been

the major focus of his conventionally lousy first debate and the

national disgrace of his second one. But here’s some good news for

him! Trump has done such a masterful job of handing Clinton the

election that the inevitable focus now is on her! America wants,

demands, that final kick-the-tires test, as Barack Obama said of the

process – and significant questions remain about her honesty,

integrity, judgment and trustworthiness. … Beatings, like bossa

novas, have a predictable rhythm. Trump’s beating (however
deserved or self-inflicted) has gone on for too long in terms of
the cyclical attention span of modern media, and it’s simply
Hillary’s turn."

-- Trump’s odds of turning around his campaign tonight are
steep, the Boston Globe’s Matt Viser posits: “Clinton arrives in Las

Vegas for the final debate like a poker player holding a full house,

confident and careful. Trump is furiously raising his bet, acting as if

he’s holding a hot hand, when polls say all he’s got is a pair of jacks.”

-- Republicans are praying that Trump does not once again take
Clinton's bait, per the Wall Street Journal’s Michael Bender and
Laura Meckler: “Democrats want Clinton to articulate a positive

vision for the country, rising above the allegations of sexual

misconduct and dishonesty that have permeated this election year. …



Republicans say Trump needs to focus on his popular anti-

establishment message and avoid placing any more attention on

controversies over his treatment of women or rifts with fellow

Republicans. ‘For once he needs to make this a race that’s not just

about him,’ said GOP consultant and former Romney adviser Kevin

Madden. ‘Clinton wants this race to be a referendum on Trump and

his lack of temperament, and every time she lays the bait he never

disappoints in taking it.’”

Welcome to the Daily 202, PowerPost's morning newsletter.
With contributions from Elise Viebeck (@eliseviebeck).

Sign up to receive the newsletter.

WHILE YOU WERE SLEEPING:



President Obama greets Italian Prime Minister Matteo Renzi at the White House.
(EPA/Michael Reynolds)

-- President Obama hosted his final state dinner, honoring Italian
Prime Minister Matteo Renzi and his wife at a celebratory -- yet
nostalgic -- reception. “If there was a collective emotion that defined

the night it’d be a mix of joy and pain,” Helena Andrews-Dyer and

Emily Heil wrote. “Everyone involved in the Obamas’ last black tie

gala felt it. From guest chef Mario Batali, who said that knowing this

dinner is the last adds its own brand of pride and pressure, to the

president himself, who called the swanky swan song ‘a bittersweet

moment.’ Held in a tent on the South Lawn dripping with chandeliers



and dotted with mirrored tables to conjure up the Italian 'fresco'

technique, the evening featured a stroll through the first lady’s kitchen

garden … a four-course meal prepared by Batali and a performance

by Gwen Stefani … But despite the night’s obvious symbolism as a

denouement the dinner’s guests probably took the opening lines of

the president’s traditional toast to heart: 'In the immortal words of a
great Italian American, Yogi Berra, ‘It ain’t over ’till it’s over.''" 

The Obamas rewarded many of their most loyal staffers with seats at

the dinner. Among the 380 guests were the first lady's hair stylist,
makeup artist, and personal trainer...

FLOTUS wore a custom rose-gold chain-mail gown from Atelier

Versace. It was a slinky gown with an asymmetrical neckline that

slithered like liquid metal down her torso and around her hips. "It was

pure Hollywood glamour," writes Fashion Critic Robin Givhan.



The Ecuadorian national flag flies outside their embassy in London today. (Alastair
Grant/AP)

-- Ecuador acknowledged that it “temporarily restricted” the
Internet access of WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange at its
United Kingdom embassy after WikiLeaks posted John
Podesta's emails. A foreign ministry statement said that while it

stands by its decision in 2012 to grant Assange asylum, it doesn’t

interfere in foreign elections. The ministry didn’t specify the extent of

the restrictions on Assange’s cyber access, saying only that the

limitations wouldn’t affect WikiLeaks’s ability to carry out its

journalistic activities. Do not forget: Assange is hiding out in the



embassy to avoid facing trial for alleged sexual assault. (Nick Miroff)

-- Marco Rubio urged Trump and the RNC to stop attacking
Clinton over hacked emails published by Wikileaks: "As our

intelligence agencies have said, these leaks are an effort by a foreign

government to interfere with our electoral process and I will not

indulge it,” Rubio told ABC News’s Jon Karl in an interview. “Further, I

want to warn my fellow Republicans who may want to capitalize

politically on these leaks: Today it is the Democrats. Tomorrow it

could be us."

-- Speaking of insecure email servers, Trump lives in a glass
house. From Mother Jones’ Joseph Cox: “A researcher has found

that a number of email servers linked to [Trump’s] hotel and others

businesses are running horribly out of date software which receive no

security patches, and are lacking other precautions for keeping

hackers out.” A number of mail servers for TrumpOrg.com, a domain

registered to The Trump Organization, are using end-of-life software,

including the operating system Windows Server 2003 and IIS 6.0.

“Running outdated software and operating systems for your publicly

facing email infrastructure is problematic, especially when you're a

high profile organisation,” said security architect Kevin Beaumont.

“During an election where cybersecurity is such a big issue, I was a

little amazed at what I saw.”
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With Breanne Deppisch

THE BIG IDEA: The Supreme Court is one of six main topics that
will be covered during tonight’s final debate at the University of
Nevada in Las Vegas. The late Antonin Scalia’s seat continues to sit

empty. An evenly-divided court has begun its new term under a cloud

of uncertainty. Assuming Hillary Clinton wins, it remains unclear

whether Republicans will try to confirm Merrick Garland during the

lame-duck session to prevent her from putting up someone who is

younger and more liberal next year.

The debate took on new significance this week when John
McCain boasted during a radio interview that Republicans would
automatically oppose whomever Clinton nominates. “I promise

you that we will be united against any Supreme Court nominee that

Hillary Clinton, if she were president, would put up,” the Arizona

senator said. “I promise you!”

Attacked by his Democratic challenger, McCain’s spokeswoman

released a statement walking back his comment. The senator will

“thoroughly examine the record of any Supreme Court nominee put



before the Senate,” she said. McCain then awkwardly avoided a local

TV reporter who tried to follow up.

Republicans, who have struggled to convince voters that they
are capable of governing, talked a big game in years past about
the need to be more than just “the party of no.” That messaging
is gone now. The prospect of four more years in the wilderness
suggests that they will move back toward unapologetic
obstruction.

Right now, however, they are in damage control mode. Judiciary
Committee Chairman Chuck Grassley, who is up for reelection in
Iowa, promised yesterday to not automatically “stonewall” any
Clinton pick. “If that new president happens to be Hillary, we can’t

just simply stonewall,” Grassley said on a conference call with local

press.

This is a very delicate balancing act. Vulnerable Republican

incumbents are trying to convince people who are reluctantly voting

for Clinton to support them by promising that they’ll be a check and

balance on the excesses of the Clinton presidency. One man’s
“check and balance,” however, is another man’s “obstruction.”
Regardless of how you play it, the bottom line is that
Republicans are trying to save their majority by promising more
gridlock.

If Republicans hold the Senate, Mitch McConnell will control the floor

schedule and Grassley will continue to have the Judiciary gavel. So

they technically could do exactly what they have for the past nine

months with Garland.



Democrats are now favored to win the Senate majority. Even if
they run the table, however, they’ll only control around 53 seats.
That is nowhere near filibuster proof. The question then becomes:

Which Republicans would cross over to vote for a President Clinton’s

SCOTUS picks? Could a Majority Leader Chuck Schumer cobble

together 60 votes? Or does he invoke the nuclear option and change

the rules to allow Supreme Court nominees to be confirmed by a

simple majority? Going nuclear will probably be the easier course,
both politically and procedurally, especially because the

Republican blockade of Garland has cost GOP leaders much of their

moral standing to oppose such a gambit.

Contrary to the will of the brilliant men who devised the
Constitution, the Senate is increasingly becoming a majoritarian
institution. Conservatives, who in principle should be alarmed
by this trend, have shortsightedly accelerated it.



A student standing in for Hillary is captured on the large monitor during a rehearsal
for the debate last night at UNLV. (David Goldman/AP)

-- There are two very important SCOTUS questions that the
candidates have avoided giving direct answers to:

Will Clinton re-nominate Garland? Watch for her to once again

dodge on this. She’s called him “extremely well qualified,” and she’s

relying heavily on Barack Obama to get her across the finish line in

November. The president sees getting Garland through during the

lame-duck as a top priority and a legacy achievement, but Clinton

privately wants to pick someone who is younger and more liberal than



the 63-year-old moderate.

Will Trump commit to nominating only people who are on his list
of 21 potential picks? Aides have said the list is definitive, but the

reality TV star has suggested during interviews that he might go

another direction. And he has a very long history of not being true to

his word. A few of the people Trump floated have chastised him. Utah

Sen. Mike Lee, on the second installment of Trump’s list,

subsequently called on the GOP nominee to drop out. And,

amusingly, federal appellate court Judge Diane Sykes (who was in

the first batch of names released by Trump) ruled earlier this month

against Mike Pence. She said the Indiana governor cannot interfere

with the distribution of federal funds to resettle Syrian refugees in his

state.



Trump speaks in Grand Junction, Colorado. (George Frey/Getty) 

-- For many conservative intellectuals, stopping Clinton from
appointing Scalia’s replacement is no longer a good enough
reason to support Trump. Among the Republican politicians who

have capitulated, such as Ted Cruz, holding the Scalia seat is a

favorite talking point to justify supporting someone who they privately

see as dangerously authoritarian. But 29 top conservative legal

scholars have signed onto a letter arguing that it is not enough. The

“Originalists against Trump” do not believe Trump would protect the

Constitution. And they do not trust him to actually pick from his list of



21. “More importantly, we do not trust him to respect constitutional

limits in the rest of his conduct in office, of which judicial nominations

are only one part,” they write. The group understands that the

alternative is Clinton. “Yet our country’s commitment to its

Constitution is not so fragile that it can be undone by a single

administration or a single court,” they conclude. (Read the full letter

here.)

Our Robert Barnes notes that the signatories include a Northwestern

law professor who was one of the founders of the Federalist Society,

Steven G. Calabresi; Post columnist George F. Will; and a well-

regarded conservative law professor at New York University and the

University of Chicago, Richard Epstein. “The effort was organized
by Duke University law professor Stephen E. Sachs and
University of Chicago law professor William Baude, a pair of
former clerks to Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr.”

Something to ponder: Will Roberts vote for Trump? He obviously

wants to regain his working majority, but he also hails from Indiana –

just like Gonzalo Curiel, the federal judge whom Trump leveled

repeated, racially-loaded attacks against. We’ll never know…





of a Benghazi victim who has accused Clinton of “murdering”
her son. It is unclear whether the campaign will reveal more surprise

guests today. Clinton is bringing billionaires Mark Cuban and Meg

Whitman in an effort to rattle Trump over his wealth. (Jose DelReal)

-- Clinton spent much of this week off the trail preparing for their
final showdown, a strategy which Trump mocked at a Colorado
rally. He told supporters she was actually at home resting instead.

"You know what the debate prep is? It's resting. It's lying down, going

to sleep," he said. (Jenna Johnson)

-- The Clinton campaign has requested that Bill and
Melania do not shake hands before tonight's debate. Last

time, Trump planned to parade three women who accused Clinton of

sexual assault into the family seating area and force the former

president to shake their hands as he crossed the room. (Jeremy

Peters and Maggie Haberman, The New York Times)



Chris Wallace moderated the first Republican primary debate in Aug. 2015 in
Cleveland. (Aaron Josefczyk/Reuters)

-- “Chris Wallace’s Debate Role Is a Bright Spot in a Dark Year
for Fox,” by the New York Times’s Michael Grynbaum: Chris is

the first Fox journalist to take charge of a general election face-off. “It

would be the most consequential night of Fox News’s year — if the

network had not just endured the most traumatic period in its two-

decade history. [For] the team of Fox anchors and producers (in

Vegas) this week, Mr. Wallace’s star turn is a welcome source of

pride. And, maybe, some relief. The selection of Mr. Wallace, a

veteran broadcaster with a reputation for tough, mischief-making



questions, was particularly bolstering for Fox’s news division, which

has viewed itself as an unfairly maligned alternative to the network’s

stable of conservative commentators like Mr. Hannity and Bill

O’Reilly.”

-- Politico’s Glenn Thrush preemptively declares that “Clinton
will be on the defensive”: “Trump’s fitness to lead has, rightly, been

the major focus of his conventionally lousy first debate and the

national disgrace of his second one. But here’s some good news for

him! Trump has done such a masterful job of handing Clinton the

election that the inevitable focus now is on her! America wants,

demands, that final kick-the-tires test, as Barack Obama said of the

process – and significant questions remain about her honesty,

integrity, judgment and trustworthiness. … Beatings, like bossa

novas, have a predictable rhythm. Trump’s beating (however
deserved or self-inflicted) has gone on for too long in terms of
the cyclical attention span of modern media, and it’s simply
Hillary’s turn."

-- Trump’s odds of turning around his campaign tonight are
steep, the Boston Globe’s Matt Viser posits: “Clinton arrives in Las

Vegas for the final debate like a poker player holding a full house,

confident and careful. Trump is furiously raising his bet, acting as if

he’s holding a hot hand, when polls say all he’s got is a pair of jacks.”

-- Republicans are praying that Trump does not once again take
Clinton's bait, per the Wall Street Journal’s Michael Bender and
Laura Meckler: “Democrats want Clinton to articulate a positive

vision for the country, rising above the allegations of sexual

misconduct and dishonesty that have permeated this election year. …



Republicans say Trump needs to focus on his popular anti-

establishment message and avoid placing any more attention on

controversies over his treatment of women or rifts with fellow

Republicans. ‘For once he needs to make this a race that’s not just

about him,’ said GOP consultant and former Romney adviser Kevin

Madden. ‘Clinton wants this race to be a referendum on Trump and

his lack of temperament, and every time she lays the bait he never

disappoints in taking it.’”

Welcome to the Daily 202, PowerPost's morning newsletter.
With contributions from Elise Viebeck (@eliseviebeck).

Sign up to receive the newsletter.

WHILE YOU WERE SLEEPING:



President Obama greets Italian Prime Minister Matteo Renzi at the White House.
(EPA/Michael Reynolds)

-- President Obama hosted his final state dinner, honoring Italian
Prime Minister Matteo Renzi and his wife at a celebratory -- yet
nostalgic -- reception. “If there was a collective emotion that defined

the night it’d be a mix of joy and pain,” Helena Andrews-Dyer and

Emily Heil wrote. “Everyone involved in the Obamas’ last black tie

gala felt it. From guest chef Mario Batali, who said that knowing this

dinner is the last adds its own brand of pride and pressure, to the

president himself, who called the swanky swan song ‘a bittersweet

moment.’ Held in a tent on the South Lawn dripping with chandeliers



and dotted with mirrored tables to conjure up the Italian 'fresco'

technique, the evening featured a stroll through the first lady’s kitchen

garden … a four-course meal prepared by Batali and a performance

by Gwen Stefani … But despite the night’s obvious symbolism as a

denouement the dinner’s guests probably took the opening lines of

the president’s traditional toast to heart: 'In the immortal words of a
great Italian American, Yogi Berra, ‘It ain’t over ’till it’s over.''" 

The Obamas rewarded many of their most loyal staffers with seats at

the dinner. Among the 380 guests were the first lady's hair stylist,
makeup artist, and personal trainer...

FLOTUS wore a custom rose-gold chain-mail gown from Atelier

Versace. It was a slinky gown with an asymmetrical neckline that

slithered like liquid metal down her torso and around her hips. "It was

pure Hollywood glamour," writes Fashion Critic Robin Givhan.



The Ecuadorian national flag flies outside their embassy in London today. (Alastair
Grant/AP)

-- Ecuador acknowledged that it “temporarily restricted” the
Internet access of WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange at its
United Kingdom embassy after WikiLeaks posted John
Podesta's emails. A foreign ministry statement said that while it

stands by its decision in 2012 to grant Assange asylum, it doesn’t

interfere in foreign elections. The ministry didn’t specify the extent of

the restrictions on Assange’s cyber access, saying only that the

limitations wouldn’t affect WikiLeaks’s ability to carry out its

journalistic activities. Do not forget: Assange is hiding out in the



embassy to avoid facing trial for alleged sexual assault. (Nick Miroff)

-- Marco Rubio urged Trump and the RNC to stop attacking
Clinton over hacked emails published by Wikileaks: "As our

intelligence agencies have said, these leaks are an effort by a foreign

government to interfere with our electoral process and I will not

indulge it,” Rubio told ABC News’s Jon Karl in an interview. “Further, I

want to warn my fellow Republicans who may want to capitalize

politically on these leaks: Today it is the Democrats. Tomorrow it

could be us."

-- Speaking of insecure email servers, Trump lives in a glass
house. From Mother Jones’ Joseph Cox: “A researcher has found

that a number of email servers linked to [Trump’s] hotel and others

businesses are running horribly out of date software which receive no

security patches, and are lacking other precautions for keeping

hackers out.” A number of mail servers for TrumpOrg.com, a domain

registered to The Trump Organization, are using end-of-life software,

including the operating system Windows Server 2003 and IIS 6.0.

“Running outdated software and operating systems for your publicly

facing email infrastructure is problematic, especially when you're a

high profile organisation,” said security architect Kevin Beaumont.

“During an election where cybersecurity is such a big issue, I was a

little amazed at what I saw.”

















































































































With Breanne Deppisch

THE BIG IDEA: The Supreme Court is one of six main topics that
will be covered during tonight’s final debate at the University of
Nevada in Las Vegas. The late Antonin Scalia’s seat continues to sit

empty. An evenly-divided court has begun its new term under a cloud

of uncertainty. Assuming Hillary Clinton wins, it remains unclear

whether Republicans will try to confirm Merrick Garland during the

lame-duck session to prevent her from putting up someone who is

younger and more liberal next year.

The debate took on new significance this week when John
McCain boasted during a radio interview that Republicans would
automatically oppose whomever Clinton nominates. “I promise

you that we will be united against any Supreme Court nominee that

Hillary Clinton, if she were president, would put up,” the Arizona

senator said. “I promise you!”

Attacked by his Democratic challenger, McCain’s spokeswoman

released a statement walking back his comment. The senator will

“thoroughly examine the record of any Supreme Court nominee put



before the Senate,” she said. McCain then awkwardly avoided a local

TV reporter who tried to follow up.

Republicans, who have struggled to convince voters that they
are capable of governing, talked a big game in years past about
the need to be more than just “the party of no.” That messaging
is gone now. The prospect of four more years in the wilderness
suggests that they will move back toward unapologetic
obstruction.

Right now, however, they are in damage control mode. Judiciary
Committee Chairman Chuck Grassley, who is up for reelection in
Iowa, promised yesterday to not automatically “stonewall” any
Clinton pick. “If that new president happens to be Hillary, we can’t

just simply stonewall,” Grassley said on a conference call with local

press.

This is a very delicate balancing act. Vulnerable Republican

incumbents are trying to convince people who are reluctantly voting

for Clinton to support them by promising that they’ll be a check and

balance on the excesses of the Clinton presidency. One man’s
“check and balance,” however, is another man’s “obstruction.”
Regardless of how you play it, the bottom line is that
Republicans are trying to save their majority by promising more
gridlock.

If Republicans hold the Senate, Mitch McConnell will control the floor

schedule and Grassley will continue to have the Judiciary gavel. So

they technically could do exactly what they have for the past nine

months with Garland.



Democrats are now favored to win the Senate majority. Even if
they run the table, however, they’ll only control around 53 seats.
That is nowhere near filibuster proof. The question then becomes:

Which Republicans would cross over to vote for a President Clinton’s

SCOTUS picks? Could a Majority Leader Chuck Schumer cobble

together 60 votes? Or does he invoke the nuclear option and change

the rules to allow Supreme Court nominees to be confirmed by a

simple majority? Going nuclear will probably be the easier course,
both politically and procedurally, especially because the

Republican blockade of Garland has cost GOP leaders much of their

moral standing to oppose such a gambit.

Contrary to the will of the brilliant men who devised the
Constitution, the Senate is increasingly becoming a majoritarian
institution. Conservatives, who in principle should be alarmed
by this trend, have shortsightedly accelerated it.



A student standing in for Hillary is captured on the large monitor during a rehearsal
for the debate last night at UNLV. (David Goldman/AP)

-- There are two very important SCOTUS questions that the
candidates have avoided giving direct answers to:

Will Clinton re-nominate Garland? Watch for her to once again

dodge on this. She’s called him “extremely well qualified,” and she’s

relying heavily on Barack Obama to get her across the finish line in

November. The president sees getting Garland through during the

lame-duck as a top priority and a legacy achievement, but Clinton

privately wants to pick someone who is younger and more liberal than



the 63-year-old moderate.

Will Trump commit to nominating only people who are on his list
of 21 potential picks? Aides have said the list is definitive, but the

reality TV star has suggested during interviews that he might go

another direction. And he has a very long history of not being true to

his word. A few of the people Trump floated have chastised him. Utah

Sen. Mike Lee, on the second installment of Trump’s list,

subsequently called on the GOP nominee to drop out. And,

amusingly, federal appellate court Judge Diane Sykes (who was in

the first batch of names released by Trump) ruled earlier this month

against Mike Pence. She said the Indiana governor cannot interfere

with the distribution of federal funds to resettle Syrian refugees in his

state.



Trump speaks in Grand Junction, Colorado. (George Frey/Getty) 

-- For many conservative intellectuals, stopping Clinton from
appointing Scalia’s replacement is no longer a good enough
reason to support Trump. Among the Republican politicians who

have capitulated, such as Ted Cruz, holding the Scalia seat is a

favorite talking point to justify supporting someone who they privately

see as dangerously authoritarian. But 29 top conservative legal

scholars have signed onto a letter arguing that it is not enough. The

“Originalists against Trump” do not believe Trump would protect the

Constitution. And they do not trust him to actually pick from his list of



21. “More importantly, we do not trust him to respect constitutional

limits in the rest of his conduct in office, of which judicial nominations

are only one part,” they write. The group understands that the

alternative is Clinton. “Yet our country’s commitment to its

Constitution is not so fragile that it can be undone by a single

administration or a single court,” they conclude. (Read the full letter

here.)

Our Robert Barnes notes that the signatories include a Northwestern

law professor who was one of the founders of the Federalist Society,

Steven G. Calabresi; Post columnist George F. Will; and a well-

regarded conservative law professor at New York University and the

University of Chicago, Richard Epstein. “The effort was organized
by Duke University law professor Stephen E. Sachs and
University of Chicago law professor William Baude, a pair of
former clerks to Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr.”

Something to ponder: Will Roberts vote for Trump? He obviously

wants to regain his working majority, but he also hails from Indiana –

just like Gonzalo Curiel, the federal judge whom Trump leveled

repeated, racially-loaded attacks against. We’ll never know…





of a Benghazi victim who has accused Clinton of “murdering”
her son. It is unclear whether the campaign will reveal more surprise

guests today. Clinton is bringing billionaires Mark Cuban and Meg

Whitman in an effort to rattle Trump over his wealth. (Jose DelReal)

-- Clinton spent much of this week off the trail preparing for their
final showdown, a strategy which Trump mocked at a Colorado
rally. He told supporters she was actually at home resting instead.

"You know what the debate prep is? It's resting. It's lying down, going

to sleep," he said. (Jenna Johnson)

-- The Clinton campaign has requested that Bill and
Melania do not shake hands before tonight's debate. Last

time, Trump planned to parade three women who accused Clinton of

sexual assault into the family seating area and force the former

president to shake their hands as he crossed the room. (Jeremy

Peters and Maggie Haberman, The New York Times)



Chris Wallace moderated the first Republican primary debate in Aug. 2015 in
Cleveland. (Aaron Josefczyk/Reuters)

-- “Chris Wallace’s Debate Role Is a Bright Spot in a Dark Year
for Fox,” by the New York Times’s Michael Grynbaum: Chris is

the first Fox journalist to take charge of a general election face-off. “It

would be the most consequential night of Fox News’s year — if the

network had not just endured the most traumatic period in its two-

decade history. [For] the team of Fox anchors and producers (in

Vegas) this week, Mr. Wallace’s star turn is a welcome source of

pride. And, maybe, some relief. The selection of Mr. Wallace, a

veteran broadcaster with a reputation for tough, mischief-making



questions, was particularly bolstering for Fox’s news division, which

has viewed itself as an unfairly maligned alternative to the network’s

stable of conservative commentators like Mr. Hannity and Bill

O’Reilly.”

-- Politico’s Glenn Thrush preemptively declares that “Clinton
will be on the defensive”: “Trump’s fitness to lead has, rightly, been

the major focus of his conventionally lousy first debate and the

national disgrace of his second one. But here’s some good news for

him! Trump has done such a masterful job of handing Clinton the

election that the inevitable focus now is on her! America wants,

demands, that final kick-the-tires test, as Barack Obama said of the

process – and significant questions remain about her honesty,

integrity, judgment and trustworthiness. … Beatings, like bossa

novas, have a predictable rhythm. Trump’s beating (however
deserved or self-inflicted) has gone on for too long in terms of
the cyclical attention span of modern media, and it’s simply
Hillary’s turn."

-- Trump’s odds of turning around his campaign tonight are
steep, the Boston Globe’s Matt Viser posits: “Clinton arrives in Las

Vegas for the final debate like a poker player holding a full house,

confident and careful. Trump is furiously raising his bet, acting as if

he’s holding a hot hand, when polls say all he’s got is a pair of jacks.”

-- Republicans are praying that Trump does not once again take
Clinton's bait, per the Wall Street Journal’s Michael Bender and
Laura Meckler: “Democrats want Clinton to articulate a positive

vision for the country, rising above the allegations of sexual

misconduct and dishonesty that have permeated this election year. …



Republicans say Trump needs to focus on his popular anti-

establishment message and avoid placing any more attention on

controversies over his treatment of women or rifts with fellow

Republicans. ‘For once he needs to make this a race that’s not just

about him,’ said GOP consultant and former Romney adviser Kevin

Madden. ‘Clinton wants this race to be a referendum on Trump and

his lack of temperament, and every time she lays the bait he never

disappoints in taking it.’”

Welcome to the Daily 202, PowerPost's morning newsletter.
With contributions from Elise Viebeck (@eliseviebeck).

Sign up to receive the newsletter.

WHILE YOU WERE SLEEPING:



President Obama greets Italian Prime Minister Matteo Renzi at the White House.
(EPA/Michael Reynolds)

-- President Obama hosted his final state dinner, honoring Italian
Prime Minister Matteo Renzi and his wife at a celebratory -- yet
nostalgic -- reception. “If there was a collective emotion that defined

the night it’d be a mix of joy and pain,” Helena Andrews-Dyer and

Emily Heil wrote. “Everyone involved in the Obamas’ last black tie

gala felt it. From guest chef Mario Batali, who said that knowing this

dinner is the last adds its own brand of pride and pressure, to the

president himself, who called the swanky swan song ‘a bittersweet

moment.’ Held in a tent on the South Lawn dripping with chandeliers



and dotted with mirrored tables to conjure up the Italian 'fresco'

technique, the evening featured a stroll through the first lady’s kitchen

garden … a four-course meal prepared by Batali and a performance

by Gwen Stefani … But despite the night’s obvious symbolism as a

denouement the dinner’s guests probably took the opening lines of

the president’s traditional toast to heart: 'In the immortal words of a
great Italian American, Yogi Berra, ‘It ain’t over ’till it’s over.''" 

The Obamas rewarded many of their most loyal staffers with seats at

the dinner. Among the 380 guests were the first lady's hair stylist,
makeup artist, and personal trainer...

FLOTUS wore a custom rose-gold chain-mail gown from Atelier

Versace. It was a slinky gown with an asymmetrical neckline that

slithered like liquid metal down her torso and around her hips. "It was

pure Hollywood glamour," writes Fashion Critic Robin Givhan.



The Ecuadorian national flag flies outside their embassy in London today. (Alastair
Grant/AP)

-- Ecuador acknowledged that it “temporarily restricted” the
Internet access of WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange at its
United Kingdom embassy after WikiLeaks posted John
Podesta's emails. A foreign ministry statement said that while it

stands by its decision in 2012 to grant Assange asylum, it doesn’t

interfere in foreign elections. The ministry didn’t specify the extent of

the restrictions on Assange’s cyber access, saying only that the

limitations wouldn’t affect WikiLeaks’s ability to carry out its

journalistic activities. Do not forget: Assange is hiding out in the



embassy to avoid facing trial for alleged sexual assault. (Nick Miroff)

-- Marco Rubio urged Trump and the RNC to stop attacking
Clinton over hacked emails published by Wikileaks: "As our

intelligence agencies have said, these leaks are an effort by a foreign

government to interfere with our electoral process and I will not

indulge it,” Rubio told ABC News’s Jon Karl in an interview. “Further, I

want to warn my fellow Republicans who may want to capitalize

politically on these leaks: Today it is the Democrats. Tomorrow it

could be us."

-- Speaking of insecure email servers, Trump lives in a glass
house. From Mother Jones’ Joseph Cox: “A researcher has found

that a number of email servers linked to [Trump’s] hotel and others

businesses are running horribly out of date software which receive no

security patches, and are lacking other precautions for keeping

hackers out.” A number of mail servers for TrumpOrg.com, a domain

registered to The Trump Organization, are using end-of-life software,

including the operating system Windows Server 2003 and IIS 6.0.

“Running outdated software and operating systems for your publicly

facing email infrastructure is problematic, especially when you're a

high profile organisation,” said security architect Kevin Beaumont.

“During an election where cybersecurity is such a big issue, I was a

little amazed at what I saw.”
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By ANNA PALMER (anna@politico.com; @apalmerdc) and JAKE SHERMAN
(sherman@politico.com; @JakeSherman) with DANIEL LIPPMAN (daniel@politico.com;

@dlippman)
 

DRIVING THE DAY

 

NEW TRUMP AD: "Two Americas: Economy" is a 30-second spot that will run in
Ohio, Pennsylvania, North Carolina, Florida, New Hampshire, Iowa, Nevada,
Virginia and Colorado. http://bit.ly/2bCS0B3

The spot seeks to contrast the economy under Clinton, where the "middle class
gets crushed, spending goes up, taxes go up." The ad brands the policies as "more
of the same." In Trump's economy, the ad says, millions of new jobs will be added

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)



and middle class families will get tax relief. The ad ends with a shot of Freedom
Tower in New York as the text "Make America Great Again!" appears on screen.

Mitt Romney lost eight of nine of these states where the $10 million campaign is
running, but the Trump campaign says they are aiming to change that -- despite
the gap with Clinton in most statewide polls.

CONTROL OF CONGRESS -- "Democrats Step Up Pursuit of House
Republicans Left Limping by Donald Trump," by Jonathan Martin and Alex
Burns on A1: "Emboldened by Donald J. Trump's struggles in the presidential
race, Democrats in Congress are laying the groundwork to expand the list of House
Republicans they will target for defeat as part of an effort to slash the Republicans'
30-seat majority and even reclaim control if Mr. Trump falls further ...

"Few Democrats say they believe their party is positioned, at this point, to take
control of the House, where Republicans hold their largest majority in 87 years.
Because of the way congressional districts are drawn, Republicans have a powerful
structural advantage even in a punishing political environment ...

"Democratic strategists say they believe as many as a dozen districts could
become competitive late in the race, depending on Mr. Trump's fortunes. Among
the Republican districts that Democrats see as newly threatened are those held by
Representatives John L. Mica of Florida, who represents the Orlando area; Kevin
Yoder of Kansas, from the suburbs of Kansas City; and Michael G. Fitzpatrick, a
lawmaker from outside Philadelphia who is retiring. Several others represent
diverse, economically comfortable areas of California, including Representatives
Darrell E. Issa and Ed Royce, from the San Diego and Los Angeles suburbs.

"Both parties are also eyeing a set of moderate- to conservative-leaning open
seats in states like Indiana and Minnesota, where incumbents are retiring or
running for other offices. Republicans fear that Mr. Trump has tainted the party's
brand for any prospective successor in areas without a well-known lawmaker
already in place." http://nyti.ms/2bv6Oja

HOUSE REPUBLICAN BRAIN DUMP ON THEIR NOVEMBER PROSPECTS:
Yes, there are a bunch of competitive races, and yes, House Republicans believe
they could lose upwards of 15 seats, but they still see no evidence that they should
be bracing for a wave election. Top GOP leaders say Democrats have been beating
the wave-election-is-coming drum for months without any hard data to back it up.
These officials acknowledge the tide could turn and Trump could drag down a host



of safe Republicans, but it hasn't yet. And Republican leaders are now privately
admitting they do need to step up their game in competitive seats. Since Donald
Trump isn't bringing in money to the party like Mitt Romney did, House
Republicans also need to boost their fundraising. The main message from top
Republicans: Yes, there are headwinds, but they aren't that worried ... yet.

Good Monday morning. Welcome to one of the slowest weeks of the year, as
everyone tries to squeeze all the juice out of the summer. There are 71 days until
Election Day, and it's been 268 days since Hillary Clinton held a press conference.
In theory, over the next week the collective attention of the country will train on
the presidential election. There are just 28 days until the first presidential debate at
Hofstra University in Hempstead, New York. Instead of easing into Labor Day
weekend, Donald Trump is heading to Arizona to make a major immigration policy
address Wednesday. Jake is, again, filing this morning from London Heathrow.
He's super excited to fly the British Airways 787 later today into BWI for the first
time.

HACKED -- "FBI says foreign hackers penetrated state election systems," by
Yahoo's Michael Isikoff: "The FBI has uncovered evidence that foreign hackers
penetrated two state election databases in recent weeks, prompting the bureau to
warn election officials across the country to take new steps to enhance the security
of their computer systems, according to federal and state law enforcement officials.
The FBI warning, contained in a 'flash' alert from the FBI's Cyber Division, a copy
of which was obtained by Yahoo News, comes amid heightened concerns among
U.S. intelligence officials about the possibility of cyberintrusions, potentially by
Russian state-sponsored hackers, aimed at disrupting the November elections."
http://yhoo.it/2bCPzhT

****** A message from PhRMA: More Americans are insured than ever before,
but many face insurance barriers that may interfere with a doctor's prescribed
course of treatment. Improving access to information about medication restrictions
and the clinical information used to establish them can help patients make more
informed decisions about coverage. Learn more here. ******

TRUMP TO TALK IMMIGRATION -- "Trump to give immigration speech this
week," by Rebecca Morin: "After postponing an immigration speech he was going
to make last week, Donald Trump tweeted he will instead make a speech on the
subject this Wednesday in Arizona. The GOP nominee was scheduled to make a
speech dealing with immigration on Aug. 25 in Colorado, but delayed the speech



after remarks by Trump suggested he was softening his position on deporting the
11 million undocumented immigrants in the United States ... The Sunday morning
talk shows were heavy on discussion of Trump's immigration policies, with vice
presidential nominee Mike Pence and others promising on Trump's behalf that he
would soon make his policies crystal clear." http://politi.co/2c13yO3

WHAT TRUMP TOWER IS READING -- "White Retiree Influx Helps Keep
Florida in Play for Donald Trump: Demographic trend offsets boost for
Democrats from state's growing minority communities," by WSJ's Arian Campo-
Flores and Paul Overberg in The Villages, Florida: "Fast-growing minority
communities give Democrats an increasing advantage in Florida, one of the most
heated battlegrounds in the presidential election. A different and little-noted
demographic trend is helping to keep the state competitive for Donald Trump: a
new influx of white retirees ... While Democrat Hillary Clinton can lose the state
and find other paths to victory, it is seen as a must-win for Mr. Trump. Both
candidates have been stumping there regularly. New arrivals like [Art] Donnelly
help explain why the Florida race remains tight in polls. The most recent, a Mason-
Dixon survey released Friday, showed Mr. Trump trailing Mrs. Clinton by only two
points among likely voters, a slim margin helped in part by his lead of over 20
points among white seniors." http://on.wsj.com/2bK8Xv0

WEST COAST WATCH -- "'Viva Trump!' Small but vocal group of Latinos
rally for Trump in Orange County ," by LATimes' Dan Weikel: "Chanting 'Viva
Trump,' several dozen Latino supporters of Republican presidential candidate
Donald Trump held a peaceful rally Sunday in front of Anaheim City Hall. 'He's the
man,' Marco Gutierrez, a co-founder of Latinos for Trump, said of the candidate.
'He speaks the language of the heart. He can reach people who have been
disenfranchised.'" http://lat.ms/2bvy55c

ARTICLE OF THE DAY -- "Meet the man siphoning money from Trump's
campaign," by Shane Goldmacher: "At a glance, the two websites look virtually
indistinguishable. Both feature a photo of Donald Trump, in a suit and red tie, in
front of a giant American flag. Both seemingly offer a chance for two to win dinner
with Donald Trump. One is at donaldjtrump.com; the other is at
dinnerwithtrump.org. The first belongs to Trump's campaign. The second is a
scheme run by Ian Hawes, a 25-year-old Maryland man who has no affiliation with
Trump or his campaign and who has preyed on more than 20,000 unsuspecting
donors, collecting more than $1 million in the process ...



" Of the 156 donors who gave more than $200 to Hawes's group in June - the
threshold for names to be included in federal filings - POLITICO contacted dozens
and spoke with 11. Everyone interviewed said they believed they had given to
Trump's campaign, not an unconnected PAC. 'I would say, unfortunately, that's
simply a matter of pure chance,' Hawes said in an interview defending his group
and denying it is a scam ... As of Sunday, Hawes' group had raised $1.1 million
from 21,253 donors, he said. More than 410,000 people had signed up for the
dinner contest - giving him a massive email list he can leverage for more money for
years to come."

SHANE'S MONEY KICKER -- "Hawes's most recent activity online was posting
publicly on his personal Facebook page that he got engaged in mid-August 'on the
bow of the yacht overlooking Miami.' 'Couldn't be more perfect!' he wrote, as he
posted pictures sipping champagne with his fiancé and of her glittering oval
engagement ring." http://politi.co/2bw12h4

DEPT OF YA CAN'T MAKE IT UP -- "Anthony Weiner sexted busty brunette
while his son was in bed with him," by N.Y. Post's Rebecca Rosenberg and Bruce
Golding: "While his wife, Huma Abedin, travels the country campaigning for
Hillary Clinton, the disgraced ex-congressman has been sexting with a busty
brunette out West - and even sent her a lurid crotch shot with his toddler son in the
picture, The Post has learned ... And while Weiner repeatedly invited her to visit
him in New York City, she said, 'We never met.' Asked for comment, Weiner
admitted he and the woman 'have been friends for some time.' 'She has asked me
not to comment except to say that our conversations were private, often included
pictures of her nieces and nephews and my son and were always appropriate,' he
said." http://nyp.st/2bttNhp

N.Y. POST cover, "POP GOES THE WEINER -- Daddy sexts while taking care of
tot" http://nyp.st/2bLe1PO

HAPPENING TODAY -- Mike Pence is holding a town hall in Perry, Georgia, and a
rally in Atlanta.

-- @realDonaldTrump: "I think that both candidates, Crooked Hillary and myself,
should release detailed medical records. I have no problem in doing so! Hillary?"

FLASHBACK, Dec. 3, 2015: "Donald Trump Promises to Release Medical Records
Within Two Weeks" http://ti.me/2bZD1BP
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PHOTO DU JOUR: Hillary Clinton looks at a smartphone as she leaves a fundraiser at a private home
in Southampton, New York on Aug. 28. | AP Photo

CLINTON STRATEGERY -- "Clinton invokes father's memory to hit Trump on
business," by AP's Catherine Lucey in Warren, Mich.: "As the Democratic
presidential nominee works to undercut Trump's economic record and promote
her plans for small businesses, she is invoking memories of her late father's
Chicago drapery business. Recalling Hugh Rodham hard at work making and
printing curtains for hotels and office buildings, Clinton argues that he would have
been 'stiffed' in a deal with the celebrity businessman. ... Clinton hopes to remind
voters that despite her years in public life that have left her a multimillionaire, she
comes from a middle-class background and understands the life of a small-
business owner." http://apne.ws/2btCLOx



SWING-STATE WATCH -- "Why McCain refuses to go maverick on Trump,"
by Burgess Everett in Phoenix: "John McCain [a birthday boy today] has held his
tongue for more than a year as Donald Trump dubbed him a loser and 'not a war
hero.' Trump accused the Vietnam War POW of failing to help veterans and
hesitated to endorse the five-term senator's reelection. The stinging personal
criticism has both parties speculating that McCain will finally blow his top once he
dispatches his conservative challenger in a primary election on Tuesday. Don't
count on it ... 'No. There's no reason to do that,' McCain said in an interview at his
campaign headquarters here ... McCain's decision to continue supporting Trump is
not without risk, given his decades-old reputation of bucking party orthodoxy as
the Senate's resident 'maverick.'' http://politi.co/2c2ykpM

-- "Coal Country Is Wary of Hillary Clinton's Pledge to Help," by NYT's Coral
Davenport in Lebanon, Virginia: "Washington is gunning for the second pillar of
the Appalachian economy, coal, and again a politician, Hillary Clinton, is
promising to help - with $30 billion over 10 years to revitalize coal country. As in
the case of tobacco, the idea is not to save the old economy, but to create a new one
by retraining miners, investing in infrastructure and technology, and luring new
industries. Residents here are skeptical, and with good reason, some economists
say. Much of the tobacco rescue came from a 1998 settlement between tobacco
companies and more than 40 states, requiring the companies to pay more than
$200 billion over 25 years to help the victims of tobacco - both those afflicted by
cancer and lung disease, and those hurt economically by the decline of the
industry." http://nyti.ms/2cla9ay

FIRST IN PLAYBOOK -- Republicans for Clinton are launching a website and
pledge drive encouraging fellow GOPers to support Clinton. RC416.org founder
John Stubbs tells Playbook: "I'm proud we can offer GOP leaders a platform to
express their concern with Trump while supporting genuine Republican candidates
down-ballot. We've been building the plane while flying it, and our operation is
finally catching up with the energy and enthusiasm. We are also looking forward to
some new announcements in the coming days." http://bit.ly/2bQfdAH

TOP TWEETS -- Paul Farhi (@farhip): "Sign of the times: @cspan tells me it has
instituted 3-second delay on call-in shows to stop obscenities from getting on air."
... Kellyanne Conway (@KellyannePolls): "Day 267: No press conference. And
no press outrage" ... @brianstelter replies: "Count me as outraged. I think many
other journalists are outraged, too"



FED WATCH -- "Dollar at 3-week high, bonds and stocks sell off on hawkish
Fed," by Reuters' Anirban Nag in London: "The dollar rose to a three-week high
against the yen on Monday, while bond yields surged to their highest since June
and stocks sold off after senior Federal Reserve officials indicated a U.S. interest
rate increase was on the cards in the near term." http://reut.rs/2bsyLhh

COMING ATTRACTIONS -- "Trump Plans to Bring Outreach to Black
Audience in Detroit," by Bloomberg's Kevin Cirilli: "Donald Trump is planning to
visit Detroit next weekend to make his first appearance before a predominantly
African-American audience as his campaign makes a bid for support from black
voters. Trump will visit the Great Faith Ministries on Saturday in Detroit, a
predominantly black church located in the heart of the city, said Pastor Mark
Burns, a Trump supporter who arranged a meeting between the Republican
presidential nominee and the church's leader, Bishop Wayne T. Jackson."
http://bloom.bg/2bvWBYf

HISTORY LESSON -- "When LBJ and Goldwater Agreed to Keep Race Out of
the Campaign," by Mark K. Updegrove, director of the LBJ Presidential Library,
on Politico: "Unlike many of the 'no' votes, Goldwater's assertion of states' rights
was not a smokescreen for personal racism - far from it. Personally, Goldwater,
half-Jewish on his father's side, loathed segregation. He ended it at his family's
department stores, and vigorously pursued banning it in both Phoenix's public
schools and the Arizona National Guard. On the Civil Rights Act, his belief, well-
intentioned but misguided, was that the bill overstepped the bounds of what the
federal government was permitted to do. Like Goldwater, the issue of racism was
personal to Johnson. In his early 20s, Johnson taught impoverished Mexican-
American schoolchildren, exposing him to the realities of bigotry, poverty and
hatred faced by people of color, which left a searing mark on his conscience."
http://politi.co/2bL8gBo 

****** A message from PhRMA: Despite having health insurance, many patients
face barriers from insurers that make it difficult to access the medicines they need.
A new video looks at some of the ways insurers incentivize or discourage the use of
specific medicines or services a doctor prescribes before providing coverage. It's
important for patients to be aware of these practices and their impact on patient
care, so they can make more informed decisions about coverage. Learn more at
AccessBetterCoverage.org. ******

CLICKER - "Shh. It's Naptime at Ikea in China," by NYT's Dan Levin: "When



browsing coffee tables, kitchen cabinets and dessert plates becomes too exhausting
at an Ikea store in China, feel free to pass out under a deliciously cozy Flöng duvet
or across a Stora loft bed - right in the showroom." With 7 pix on one page
http://nyti.ms/2btD8Jc

BEING THERE -- "A ramshackle village at the center of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict," by WaPo's Bill Booth in Susiya, a village in the West Bank: "For a quick
reality check on the current stalemate in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, there's no
better place to visit than this little village of miserable huts and sheep pens in the
middle of nowhere. The hamlet in the hills south of Hebron has become an
improbable proxy in a cold war waged among Jewish settlers, the Israeli
government, Western diplomats, peace activists and the 340 or so Arab herders
who once inhabited caves on the site and now live in squalid tents.

"Israel's military authority in the West Bank wants to demolish the Palestinian
community, contending that the ramshackle structures made of old tires and
weathered tarpaulins were built without permits and must come down.The
Palestinian residents insist they are not squatters but heirs to the land they have
farmed and grazed since the Ottoman era. They say Israel wants to depopulate the
area of Arabs and replace them with Jews." http://wapo.st/2bKpWia

JOSH ROGIN in WashPost, "Inside the secret U.S.-North Korea 'Track 2'
diplomacy": "U.S. experts and former officials secretly met several times with top
North Korean officials this year, and some of them have emerged believing the
regime of Kim Jong Un is ready to restart talks about its nuclear program. There
has been no official dialogue between the U.S. government and North Korea since
Kim assumed power following his father's death in 2011. But Pyongyang has quietly
maintained contact with Washington through a series of "Track 2" dialogues.
Pyongyang often sends senior diplomats to attend these sessions. The Americans
who take part are former officials and top Korea and nuclear experts. The meetings
have taken place in Berlin, Singapore and Beijing." http://wapo.st/2bKpUFI

JIM RUTENBERG on NYT Business Day front, "Plane Rides and Presidential
Transparency": "Even Barry Goldwater, the hard-right, press-fighting Republican
nominee of 1964, flew with the reporters who covered him. He wound up enjoying
it so much he rewarded them with 'Eastern Liberal Press' lapel pins. ... [A]
candidate who doesn't want journalists around is a would-be president who
presumably doesn't want to be transparent with his or her many millions of
viewers and readers - with you. You don't have to go too far back in history to find



the rotten fruit that secrecy has seeded. Accept the media banishment now and
miss them when they're gone." http://nyti.ms/2bLtuAR

--"Hillary Clinton had the chance to make gay rights history. She refused." by
WaPo's Robert Samuels: "During her first run for president in 2008, Hillary
Clinton had an opportunity to become an undisputed leader in the gay rights
movement. As she prepared for a forum on the gay-oriented Logo network, she
reached out to her friend Hilary Rosen, a political consultant who is a lesbian.
Rosen expressed frustration that so many mainstream political figures opposed
legalized same-sex marriage, and she challenged Clinton to speak out for a
community that had strongly supported her. 'I'm struggling with how we can
support this with a religious and family context,' Rosen recalled Clinton telling her.
Clinton just wanted to know the best way to explain the position ...

"Clinton eventually got where her friends wanted her to go, though her change
of heart came when the political risk had disappeared - close to a year after similar
shifts by President Obama and Vice President Biden ... Clinton's path to get to this
point frustrated many of her supporters. While most national politicians have been
slow to evolve on gay marriage, Clinton's handling of it was particularly saddening
to some activists because they had expected more." http://wapo.st/2bL47gO

GLENN THRUSH'S 'OFF MESSAGE' PODCAST -- "Neera Tanden still feels the
Bern, and -- to her chagrin -- so does Hillary Clinton. Tanden, a longtime Clinton
confidante and influential policy-politics-communications adviser ... even now, a
month after the Vermont senator pledged his sincere if grumpy Philly fealty to the
nominee, Tanden frets that the attacks Sanders made on Clinton during the
primary have done irreparable damage to by eroding trust and feeding Donald
Trump's Crooked Hillary crusade. 'I actually have to say I think he brought a lot of
really important issues to the floor - but Senator Sanders was prosecuting a much
tougher character attack' than Barack Obama waged in 2008."
http://politi.co/2bD0rw2

2020 WATCH -- "Some talk of 2020 as Kasich thanks NH supporters for their
help in his 2016 WH bid," by NH1's Paul Steinhauser in Concord: "While the
gathering was billed as a way to personally thank supporters for their help in
Kasich's bid for the 2016 GOP presidential nomination, talk of another possible
White House bid by Kasich was on the mind of many in attendance ... The crowd
went wild when [former Sen. John] Sununu described Kasich as 'the man we all
hope someday will be president of the United States.' Kasich, in his comments, said



that 'the politics of the future is going to be about how we pull people together.'"
http://bit.ly/2bCmwdZ

DEEP DIVE - "The Court That Rules the World," by BuzzFeed's Chris Hamby:
"Imagine a private, global super court that empowers corporations to bend
countries to their will. ... This system is already in place, operating behind closed
doors in office buildings and conference rooms in cities around the world. Known
as investor-state dispute settlement, or ISDS, it is written into a vast network of
treaties that govern international trade and investment, including NAFTA and the
Trans-Pacific Partnership, which Congress must soon decide whether to ratify. ...
Companies and executives accused or even convicted of crimes have escaped
punishment by turning to this special forum." http://bzfd.it/2bwNHWb
 

PLAYBOOKERS
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View the full post here. | POLITICO Screen grab

TV TONIGHT - CNN's Wolf Blitzer will appear on Jimmy Kimmel Live tonight at



11:35 p.m. Blitzer, who recently celebrated the birth of his first grandson, Ruben,
also commemorates 11 years anchoring The Situation Room on CNN this month.

SPOTTED : U.S. Ambassador to Israel Dan Shapiro grabbing a beer yesterday
evening with Under Secretary of State Tom Shannon on the patio at the King David
Hotel in Jerusalem. They clinked glasses filled with Goldstar beer ... Elizabeth
Holmes, the CEO of Theranos, dressed in all black flying first class yesterday to
Boston from San Francisco. Holmes was reading "Many Lives, Many Masters: The
True Story of a Prominent Psychiatrist, His Young Patient, and the Past-Life
Therapy That Changed Both Their Lives," by Brian Weiss.

-- "Obama movie brings in $3.1 million in opening weekend," by Rebecca
Morin: "'Southside With You,' which transports the viewer to a 1989 Chicago
outing between Obama and then Michelle Robinson after they meet at a law firm,
premiered in 813 theaters this weekend, grossing $3.1 million, according to studio
estimates. The limited-release film finished 13th at the box office."
http://politi.co/2c2xE3L

PAGE SIX -- "Chelsea is taking the Clinton campaign to Fashion Week":
"Chelsea Clinton is helping Hillary raise funds at an NYC pre-Fashion Week event
Sept. 6 with big designer names and a runway show. The highest price is $25,000
and includes five tickets, front-row seats and campaign merch. Another $25,000
package gets you two tickets, backstage access and a rooftop party with the likes of
Joseph Altuzarra, Tory Burch, Georgina Chapman, Public School's Dao-Yi Chow
and Maxwell Osborne, Prabal Gurung, Marc Jacobs, Diane von Furstenberg and
more." http://pge.sx/2bKu2FE

POWER PLAYBOOKER -- "Michelle Kwan Is Working for Hillary Clinton," by
former POLITICO Marin Cogan in N.Y. Mag: "In a modestly air-conditioned office
space in a suburban strip mall in Arlington, Virginia, the Hillary volunteers are
phone-banking. They are gathering around card tables and crammed into sofas and
loveseats, beneath handmade signs and patriotic bunting, mostly retirees and
college students, talking on cell phones and filling out paperwork, pinching the
microphones of their headphones between thumb and forefinger and clasping their
hands over their ears. At the center of the scene is Michelle Kwan, 36, the
legendary Olympic figure-skating medalist. Her hair is shorn in a long summer
bob, and she's wearing a black dress with a tulip skirt paired with black ankle-strap
heels.



"A small group of volunteers, breaking for a moment to meet their celebrity
guest, cautiously hovers around her. 'I am so nervous right now,' one woman says,
stepping forward to ask for a picture. 'My sisters are so jealous.' Kwan smiles and
says, "Aww, where are they from?' It's a phenomenon that goes back to the first
Clinton administration and was only reinforced during the Obama years: The
Democratic party now relies on a constellation of stars among its key supporters
and surrogates. The new center of this nexus of politics and celebrity in 2016 is
Michelle Kwan, who has the unique role of being both celebrity surrogate and
Clinton campaign staffer." http://nym.ag/2c8fqAU

ENGAGED - Lauren Culbertson, founder of Millennial Bridge Consulting and a
Jonny Isakson alum, to Adam Peters, head of development and construction at
Perseus Realty - "We met ... out one night at Martin's Tavern in Georgetown. He
proposed on Saturday at sunset on his rooftop surrounded by candles. Knowing
how I much I love tech, he recorded the whole thing by using a ring box that has a
built in camera. We're going to celebrate in Oregon wine country over Labor Day
weekend :)" Pic http://bit.ly/2bQlsEg

WEEKEND WEDDINGS -- "Jennifer Nedeau, Austin Helm" -- Times
announcement: "The bride, 32, is the head of marketing and communications at
Bully Pulpit Interactive, an advertising firm in Washington. She graduated from
George Washington. ... The groom, 30, works in McLean, Va., as a senior
consultant specializing in internal audit and financial advisory services at Protiviti,
a business consulting firm in San Ramon, Calif. He also serves as a lieutenant in
the Navy Reserve at the Washington Navy Yard. ... The couple met in March 2014
at a bar in Washington." With pic http://nyti.ms/2bJVTWo ... Wedding pic
http://bit.ly/2buAxMl

- "Julie McClain, Sean Downey" - Times: "Mrs. Downey, 28, is the New
Hampshire communications director for Hillary Clinton's presidential campaign in
Concord, N.H. The bride graduated from the University of Pennsylvania. ... Mr.
Downey, 36, works in Manchester, N.H., as a consultant managing client
campaigns for Hilltop Public Solutions, a Washington, based public affairs and
political consulting firm. He graduated from Holy Cross." With pic
http://nyti.ms/2bBfO87

--"Amanda Cowie, Alex Jansen" - Times: "The couple, both 31, met at Boston
College, from which they graduated. The bride is the head of communications for
Bloomberg Media, where she manages all internal and external communications. ...



The groom works in Brooklyn as a vice president at Vorea Group, a real estate
development, investment and construction firm, for which he acquires commercial
and residential properties and oversees company finances." With pic
http://nyti.ms/2bsPvlW

--"Melissa DeRosa, Matthew Wing" - Times: "Ms. DeRosa, 33, ... is the chief of
staff to Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo. Until March 2013, she was the deputy chief of staff
to the state attorney general, Eric T. Schneiderman. ... Mr. Wing, also 33, works for
Uber in Manhattan, where he oversees public relations for the northeastern United
States. From October 2011 to June 2013, he was the deputy communications
director for New York City, and from June 2013 to September 2014, he was press
secretary for Governor Cuomo, and later became the communications director for
the governor's re-election campaign. ... The couple met in 2013, when Ms. DeRosa
was Governor Cuomo's communications director, and Mr. Wing was his press
secretary." Gov. Cuomo and Rep. Elise Stefanik were among the attendees. With
pic http://nyti.ms/2bvaFRO ... Wedding pic http://politi.co/2bYQsle

--"Jill Brimmer, Patrick Boland" - Times: "Mrs. Boland, 30, is a legislative
assistant for health care policy in Washington for Senator Jack Reed ... Mr. Boland,
29, is the senior adviser and communications director in Washington for
Representative Adam B. Schiff, Democrat of California, and for the Democratic
staff of the House intelligence committee. ... The couple met in Washington in
2009, when Mr. Boland's roommate invited Ms. Brimmer, a co-worker, to a
barbecue." With pic http://nyti.ms/2bv5GvO

BIRTHWEEK (was yesterday): Brian Horn, director of policy at the US Business
Leadership Network (h/t John Cochrane) ... (was Saturday):Brandt McCool, a
Louisville native and chief technology officer at New Blue Interactive, turned 28
(h/t Natasha Korecki)

BIRTHDAYS: Gary Shapiro, CEO of Consumer Technology Association ... Treasury
Secretary Jack Lew is 61 ... Sen. John McCain is 8-0 ... Politico's Nancy Scola ...
Robert Rubin ... Charlie Spies, leader of Clark Hill's national Political Law practice
... Amy Nathan, who started as a Style Kid at WaPo and now is a lawyer, but still an
editor at heart (hubby tip: Howard) ... lobbyist Tom Jolly (h/t Ed Henry) ... Sewell
Chan, NYT's international news editor based in London (h/t Carl Lavin) ... Rich
Cooper, principal at Catalyst Partners and a U.S. Chamber alum ... Sacha
Zimmerman Scoblic, senior editor at The Atlantic ... Andrew Adair, gov't relations
rep. for the American Academy of Family Physicians ... Guam Gov. Eddie Baza



Calvo is 55 ... Jerr Rosenbaum, Sen. Cornyn's former LD now a HLP&R Advocacy
partner, celebrating in the Galápagos; earlier he was in Peru (h/t Tim Hannegan) ...
Rep. Dave Reichert (R-Wash.) is 66 ... Stacey Hughes, president and founding
partner of The Nickles Group ... Sal Albanese, former 15-year NYC City
Councilman, is 67 ... Kendra Marr Chaikind, senior editor at Communications
Workers of America ... Sam Hudis is 25 ...

... Molly Phillips Fogarty, VP of gov't relations and public affairs at Nestle ... Paul
Coussan of the Civil War Trust and a Boustany and Vitter alum ... Catherine Hill,
Brunswick Group's African adventurer in Johannesburg (h/t Nick Massella) ...
Meagan Bond, creative director at the ONE Campaign ... Beth Mlynarczyk, VP at
Two Harbors Investment Corp and a Treasury alum ... Suzanne Henkels ...
Christina Silva, breaking news editor at IB Times and an AP alum ... Ryann
DuRant, comms. director for Rep. Austin Scott ... former Rep. and Gov. Jim Florio
(D-NJ) is 79 ... former Sen. David Pryor (D-Ark.) is 82 ... Ben Martello of Rep. Niki
Tsongas' office (h/ts Legistorm) ... Amy Storey ... Susan Markham ... David
Morehouse ... Barb Worcester ... Kevin Sweeney ... Paige Ennis (h/ts Teresa
Vilmain) ... Allan Lengel ... Adam Shapiro ... Sarah Smith-Clevenger of Louisiana ...
Betty Lynn (Thelma Lou, Deputy Barney Fife's girlfriend on "The Andy Griffith
Show") is 9-0 ... Robin Leach is 75 ... Kyle Cook (Matchbox Twenty) is 41 ... A+ is
34 ... Liam Payne (One Direction) is 23 (h/ts AP)

****** A message from PhRMA: Navigating health insurance coverage can be
complicated. For example, many patients face insurance barriers to accessing
treatment, insurer practices known as utilization management, that sometimes
interfere with a doctor's prescribed course of treatment. It's important for patients
to have access to information about such medication restrictions and the clinical
information used to establish them, so they can make more informed choices about
their coverage. Learn more in this new video, and visit AccessBetterCoverage.org
for more solutions to engage and empower consumers. ******
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DRIVING THE DAY

 

NEW TRUMP AD: "Two Americas: Economy" is a 30-second spot that will run in
Ohio, Pennsylvania, North Carolina, Florida, New Hampshire, Iowa, Nevada,
Virginia and Colorado. http://bit.ly/2bCS0B3

The spot seeks to contrast the economy under Clinton, where the "middle class
gets crushed, spending goes up, taxes go up." The ad brands the policies as "more
of the same." In Trump's economy, the ad says, millions of new jobs will be added

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)



and middle class families will get tax relief. The ad ends with a shot of Freedom
Tower in New York as the text "Make America Great Again!" appears on screen.

Mitt Romney lost eight of nine of these states where the $10 million campaign is
running, but the Trump campaign says they are aiming to change that -- despite
the gap with Clinton in most statewide polls.

CONTROL OF CONGRESS -- "Democrats Step Up Pursuit of House
Republicans Left Limping by Donald Trump," by Jonathan Martin and Alex
Burns on A1: "Emboldened by Donald J. Trump's struggles in the presidential
race, Democrats in Congress are laying the groundwork to expand the list of House
Republicans they will target for defeat as part of an effort to slash the Republicans'
30-seat majority and even reclaim control if Mr. Trump falls further ...

"Few Democrats say they believe their party is positioned, at this point, to take
control of the House, where Republicans hold their largest majority in 87 years.
Because of the way congressional districts are drawn, Republicans have a powerful
structural advantage even in a punishing political environment ...

"Democratic strategists say they believe as many as a dozen districts could
become competitive late in the race, depending on Mr. Trump's fortunes. Among
the Republican districts that Democrats see as newly threatened are those held by
Representatives John L. Mica of Florida, who represents the Orlando area; Kevin
Yoder of Kansas, from the suburbs of Kansas City; and Michael G. Fitzpatrick, a
lawmaker from outside Philadelphia who is retiring. Several others represent
diverse, economically comfortable areas of California, including Representatives
Darrell E. Issa and Ed Royce, from the San Diego and Los Angeles suburbs.

"Both parties are also eyeing a set of moderate- to conservative-leaning open
seats in states like Indiana and Minnesota, where incumbents are retiring or
running for other offices. Republicans fear that Mr. Trump has tainted the party's
brand for any prospective successor in areas without a well-known lawmaker
already in place." http://nyti.ms/2bv6Oja

HOUSE REPUBLICAN BRAIN DUMP ON THEIR NOVEMBER PROSPECTS:
Yes, there are a bunch of competitive races, and yes, House Republicans believe
they could lose upwards of 15 seats, but they still see no evidence that they should
be bracing for a wave election. Top GOP leaders say Democrats have been beating
the wave-election-is-coming drum for months without any hard data to back it up.
These officials acknowledge the tide could turn and Trump could drag down a host



of safe Republicans, but it hasn't yet. And Republican leaders are now privately
admitting they do need to step up their game in competitive seats. Since Donald
Trump isn't bringing in money to the party like Mitt Romney did, House
Republicans also need to boost their fundraising. The main message from top
Republicans: Yes, there are headwinds, but they aren't that worried ... yet.

Good Monday morning. Welcome to one of the slowest weeks of the year, as
everyone tries to squeeze all the juice out of the summer. There are 71 days until
Election Day, and it's been 268 days since Hillary Clinton held a press conference.
In theory, over the next week the collective attention of the country will train on
the presidential election. There are just 28 days until the first presidential debate at
Hofstra University in Hempstead, New York. Instead of easing into Labor Day
weekend, Donald Trump is heading to Arizona to make a major immigration policy
address Wednesday. Jake is, again, filing this morning from London Heathrow.
He's super excited to fly the British Airways 787 later today into BWI for the first
time.

HACKED -- "FBI says foreign hackers penetrated state election systems," by
Yahoo's Michael Isikoff: "The FBI has uncovered evidence that foreign hackers
penetrated two state election databases in recent weeks, prompting the bureau to
warn election officials across the country to take new steps to enhance the security
of their computer systems, according to federal and state law enforcement officials.
The FBI warning, contained in a 'flash' alert from the FBI's Cyber Division, a copy
of which was obtained by Yahoo News, comes amid heightened concerns among
U.S. intelligence officials about the possibility of cyberintrusions, potentially by
Russian state-sponsored hackers, aimed at disrupting the November elections."
http://yhoo.it/2bCPzhT

****** A message from PhRMA: More Americans are insured than ever before,
but many face insurance barriers that may interfere with a doctor's prescribed
course of treatment. Improving access to information about medication restrictions
and the clinical information used to establish them can help patients make more
informed decisions about coverage. Learn more here. ******

TRUMP TO TALK IMMIGRATION -- "Trump to give immigration speech this
week," by Rebecca Morin: "After postponing an immigration speech he was going
to make last week, Donald Trump tweeted he will instead make a speech on the
subject this Wednesday in Arizona. The GOP nominee was scheduled to make a
speech dealing with immigration on Aug. 25 in Colorado, but delayed the speech



after remarks by Trump suggested he was softening his position on deporting the
11 million undocumented immigrants in the United States ... The Sunday morning
talk shows were heavy on discussion of Trump's immigration policies, with vice
presidential nominee Mike Pence and others promising on Trump's behalf that he
would soon make his policies crystal clear." http://politi.co/2c13yO3

WHAT TRUMP TOWER IS READING -- "White Retiree Influx Helps Keep
Florida in Play for Donald Trump: Demographic trend offsets boost for
Democrats from state's growing minority communities," by WSJ's Arian Campo-
Flores and Paul Overberg in The Villages, Florida: "Fast-growing minority
communities give Democrats an increasing advantage in Florida, one of the most
heated battlegrounds in the presidential election. A different and little-noted
demographic trend is helping to keep the state competitive for Donald Trump: a
new influx of white retirees ... While Democrat Hillary Clinton can lose the state
and find other paths to victory, it is seen as a must-win for Mr. Trump. Both
candidates have been stumping there regularly. New arrivals like [Art] Donnelly
help explain why the Florida race remains tight in polls. The most recent, a Mason-
Dixon survey released Friday, showed Mr. Trump trailing Mrs. Clinton by only two
points among likely voters, a slim margin helped in part by his lead of over 20
points among white seniors." http://on.wsj.com/2bK8Xv0

WEST COAST WATCH -- "'Viva Trump!' Small but vocal group of Latinos
rally for Trump in Orange County ," by LATimes' Dan Weikel: "Chanting 'Viva
Trump,' several dozen Latino supporters of Republican presidential candidate
Donald Trump held a peaceful rally Sunday in front of Anaheim City Hall. 'He's the
man,' Marco Gutierrez, a co-founder of Latinos for Trump, said of the candidate.
'He speaks the language of the heart. He can reach people who have been
disenfranchised.'" http://lat.ms/2bvy55c

ARTICLE OF THE DAY -- "Meet the man siphoning money from Trump's
campaign," by Shane Goldmacher: "At a glance, the two websites look virtually
indistinguishable. Both feature a photo of Donald Trump, in a suit and red tie, in
front of a giant American flag. Both seemingly offer a chance for two to win dinner
with Donald Trump. One is at donaldjtrump.com; the other is at
dinnerwithtrump.org. The first belongs to Trump's campaign. The second is a
scheme run by Ian Hawes, a 25-year-old Maryland man who has no affiliation with
Trump or his campaign and who has preyed on more than 20,000 unsuspecting
donors, collecting more than $1 million in the process ...



" Of the 156 donors who gave more than $200 to Hawes's group in June - the
threshold for names to be included in federal filings - POLITICO contacted dozens
and spoke with 11. Everyone interviewed said they believed they had given to
Trump's campaign, not an unconnected PAC. 'I would say, unfortunately, that's
simply a matter of pure chance,' Hawes said in an interview defending his group
and denying it is a scam ... As of Sunday, Hawes' group had raised $1.1 million
from 21,253 donors, he said. More than 410,000 people had signed up for the
dinner contest - giving him a massive email list he can leverage for more money for
years to come."

SHANE'S MONEY KICKER -- "Hawes's most recent activity online was posting
publicly on his personal Facebook page that he got engaged in mid-August 'on the
bow of the yacht overlooking Miami.' 'Couldn't be more perfect!' he wrote, as he
posted pictures sipping champagne with his fiancé and of her glittering oval
engagement ring." http://politi.co/2bw12h4

DEPT OF YA CAN'T MAKE IT UP -- "Anthony Weiner sexted busty brunette
while his son was in bed with him," by N.Y. Post's Rebecca Rosenberg and Bruce
Golding: "While his wife, Huma Abedin, travels the country campaigning for
Hillary Clinton, the disgraced ex-congressman has been sexting with a busty
brunette out West - and even sent her a lurid crotch shot with his toddler son in the
picture, The Post has learned ... And while Weiner repeatedly invited her to visit
him in New York City, she said, 'We never met.' Asked for comment, Weiner
admitted he and the woman 'have been friends for some time.' 'She has asked me
not to comment except to say that our conversations were private, often included
pictures of her nieces and nephews and my son and were always appropriate,' he
said." http://nyp.st/2bttNhp

N.Y. POST cover, "POP GOES THE WEINER -- Daddy sexts while taking care of
tot" http://nyp.st/2bLe1PO

HAPPENING TODAY -- Mike Pence is holding a town hall in Perry, Georgia, and a
rally in Atlanta.

-- @realDonaldTrump: "I think that both candidates, Crooked Hillary and myself,
should release detailed medical records. I have no problem in doing so! Hillary?"

FLASHBACK, Dec. 3, 2015: "Donald Trump Promises to Release Medical Records
Within Two Weeks" http://ti.me/2bZD1BP
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PHOTO DU JOUR: Hillary Clinton looks at a smartphone as she leaves a fundraiser at a private home
in Southampton, New York on Aug. 28. | AP Photo

CLINTON STRATEGERY -- "Clinton invokes father's memory to hit Trump on
business," by AP's Catherine Lucey in Warren, Mich.: "As the Democratic
presidential nominee works to undercut Trump's economic record and promote
her plans for small businesses, she is invoking memories of her late father's
Chicago drapery business. Recalling Hugh Rodham hard at work making and
printing curtains for hotels and office buildings, Clinton argues that he would have
been 'stiffed' in a deal with the celebrity businessman. ... Clinton hopes to remind
voters that despite her years in public life that have left her a multimillionaire, she
comes from a middle-class background and understands the life of a small-
business owner." http://apne.ws/2btCLOx



SWING-STATE WATCH -- "Why McCain refuses to go maverick on Trump,"
by Burgess Everett in Phoenix: "John McCain [a birthday boy today] has held his
tongue for more than a year as Donald Trump dubbed him a loser and 'not a war
hero.' Trump accused the Vietnam War POW of failing to help veterans and
hesitated to endorse the five-term senator's reelection. The stinging personal
criticism has both parties speculating that McCain will finally blow his top once he
dispatches his conservative challenger in a primary election on Tuesday. Don't
count on it ... 'No. There's no reason to do that,' McCain said in an interview at his
campaign headquarters here ... McCain's decision to continue supporting Trump is
not without risk, given his decades-old reputation of bucking party orthodoxy as
the Senate's resident 'maverick.'' http://politi.co/2c2ykpM

-- "Coal Country Is Wary of Hillary Clinton's Pledge to Help," by NYT's Coral
Davenport in Lebanon, Virginia: "Washington is gunning for the second pillar of
the Appalachian economy, coal, and again a politician, Hillary Clinton, is
promising to help - with $30 billion over 10 years to revitalize coal country. As in
the case of tobacco, the idea is not to save the old economy, but to create a new one
by retraining miners, investing in infrastructure and technology, and luring new
industries. Residents here are skeptical, and with good reason, some economists
say. Much of the tobacco rescue came from a 1998 settlement between tobacco
companies and more than 40 states, requiring the companies to pay more than
$200 billion over 25 years to help the victims of tobacco - both those afflicted by
cancer and lung disease, and those hurt economically by the decline of the
industry." http://nyti.ms/2cla9ay

FIRST IN PLAYBOOK -- Republicans for Clinton are launching a website and
pledge drive encouraging fellow GOPers to support Clinton. RC416.org founder
John Stubbs tells Playbook: "I'm proud we can offer GOP leaders a platform to
express their concern with Trump while supporting genuine Republican candidates
down-ballot. We've been building the plane while flying it, and our operation is
finally catching up with the energy and enthusiasm. We are also looking forward to
some new announcements in the coming days." http://bit.ly/2bQfdAH

TOP TWEETS -- Paul Farhi (@farhip): "Sign of the times: @cspan tells me it has
instituted 3-second delay on call-in shows to stop obscenities from getting on air."
... Kellyanne Conway (@KellyannePolls): "Day 267: No press conference. And
no press outrage" ... @brianstelter replies: "Count me as outraged. I think many
other journalists are outraged, too"



FED WATCH -- "Dollar at 3-week high, bonds and stocks sell off on hawkish
Fed," by Reuters' Anirban Nag in London: "The dollar rose to a three-week high
against the yen on Monday, while bond yields surged to their highest since June
and stocks sold off after senior Federal Reserve officials indicated a U.S. interest
rate increase was on the cards in the near term." http://reut.rs/2bsyLhh

COMING ATTRACTIONS -- "Trump Plans to Bring Outreach to Black
Audience in Detroit," by Bloomberg's Kevin Cirilli: "Donald Trump is planning to
visit Detroit next weekend to make his first appearance before a predominantly
African-American audience as his campaign makes a bid for support from black
voters. Trump will visit the Great Faith Ministries on Saturday in Detroit, a
predominantly black church located in the heart of the city, said Pastor Mark
Burns, a Trump supporter who arranged a meeting between the Republican
presidential nominee and the church's leader, Bishop Wayne T. Jackson."
http://bloom.bg/2bvWBYf

HISTORY LESSON -- "When LBJ and Goldwater Agreed to Keep Race Out of
the Campaign," by Mark K. Updegrove, director of the LBJ Presidential Library,
on Politico: "Unlike many of the 'no' votes, Goldwater's assertion of states' rights
was not a smokescreen for personal racism - far from it. Personally, Goldwater,
half-Jewish on his father's side, loathed segregation. He ended it at his family's
department stores, and vigorously pursued banning it in both Phoenix's public
schools and the Arizona National Guard. On the Civil Rights Act, his belief, well-
intentioned but misguided, was that the bill overstepped the bounds of what the
federal government was permitted to do. Like Goldwater, the issue of racism was
personal to Johnson. In his early 20s, Johnson taught impoverished Mexican-
American schoolchildren, exposing him to the realities of bigotry, poverty and
hatred faced by people of color, which left a searing mark on his conscience."
http://politi.co/2bL8gBo 

****** A message from PhRMA: Despite having health insurance, many patients
face barriers from insurers that make it difficult to access the medicines they need.
A new video looks at some of the ways insurers incentivize or discourage the use of
specific medicines or services a doctor prescribes before providing coverage. It's
important for patients to be aware of these practices and their impact on patient
care, so they can make more informed decisions about coverage. Learn more at
AccessBetterCoverage.org. ******

CLICKER - "Shh. It's Naptime at Ikea in China," by NYT's Dan Levin: "When



browsing coffee tables, kitchen cabinets and dessert plates becomes too exhausting
at an Ikea store in China, feel free to pass out under a deliciously cozy Flöng duvet
or across a Stora loft bed - right in the showroom." With 7 pix on one page
http://nyti.ms/2btD8Jc

BEING THERE -- "A ramshackle village at the center of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict," by WaPo's Bill Booth in Susiya, a village in the West Bank: "For a quick
reality check on the current stalemate in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, there's no
better place to visit than this little village of miserable huts and sheep pens in the
middle of nowhere. The hamlet in the hills south of Hebron has become an
improbable proxy in a cold war waged among Jewish settlers, the Israeli
government, Western diplomats, peace activists and the 340 or so Arab herders
who once inhabited caves on the site and now live in squalid tents.

"Israel's military authority in the West Bank wants to demolish the Palestinian
community, contending that the ramshackle structures made of old tires and
weathered tarpaulins were built without permits and must come down.The
Palestinian residents insist they are not squatters but heirs to the land they have
farmed and grazed since the Ottoman era. They say Israel wants to depopulate the
area of Arabs and replace them with Jews." http://wapo.st/2bKpWia

JOSH ROGIN in WashPost, "Inside the secret U.S.-North Korea 'Track 2'
diplomacy": "U.S. experts and former officials secretly met several times with top
North Korean officials this year, and some of them have emerged believing the
regime of Kim Jong Un is ready to restart talks about its nuclear program. There
has been no official dialogue between the U.S. government and North Korea since
Kim assumed power following his father's death in 2011. But Pyongyang has quietly
maintained contact with Washington through a series of "Track 2" dialogues.
Pyongyang often sends senior diplomats to attend these sessions. The Americans
who take part are former officials and top Korea and nuclear experts. The meetings
have taken place in Berlin, Singapore and Beijing." http://wapo.st/2bKpUFI

JIM RUTENBERG on NYT Business Day front, "Plane Rides and Presidential
Transparency": "Even Barry Goldwater, the hard-right, press-fighting Republican
nominee of 1964, flew with the reporters who covered him. He wound up enjoying
it so much he rewarded them with 'Eastern Liberal Press' lapel pins. ... [A]
candidate who doesn't want journalists around is a would-be president who
presumably doesn't want to be transparent with his or her many millions of
viewers and readers - with you. You don't have to go too far back in history to find



the rotten fruit that secrecy has seeded. Accept the media banishment now and
miss them when they're gone." http://nyti.ms/2bLtuAR

--"Hillary Clinton had the chance to make gay rights history. She refused." by
WaPo's Robert Samuels: "During her first run for president in 2008, Hillary
Clinton had an opportunity to become an undisputed leader in the gay rights
movement. As she prepared for a forum on the gay-oriented Logo network, she
reached out to her friend Hilary Rosen, a political consultant who is a lesbian.
Rosen expressed frustration that so many mainstream political figures opposed
legalized same-sex marriage, and she challenged Clinton to speak out for a
community that had strongly supported her. 'I'm struggling with how we can
support this with a religious and family context,' Rosen recalled Clinton telling her.
Clinton just wanted to know the best way to explain the position ...

"Clinton eventually got where her friends wanted her to go, though her change
of heart came when the political risk had disappeared - close to a year after similar
shifts by President Obama and Vice President Biden ... Clinton's path to get to this
point frustrated many of her supporters. While most national politicians have been
slow to evolve on gay marriage, Clinton's handling of it was particularly saddening
to some activists because they had expected more." http://wapo.st/2bL47gO

GLENN THRUSH'S 'OFF MESSAGE' PODCAST -- "Neera Tanden still feels the
Bern, and -- to her chagrin -- so does Hillary Clinton. Tanden, a longtime Clinton
confidante and influential policy-politics-communications adviser ... even now, a
month after the Vermont senator pledged his sincere if grumpy Philly fealty to the
nominee, Tanden frets that the attacks Sanders made on Clinton during the
primary have done irreparable damage to by eroding trust and feeding Donald
Trump's Crooked Hillary crusade. 'I actually have to say I think he brought a lot of
really important issues to the floor - but Senator Sanders was prosecuting a much
tougher character attack' than Barack Obama waged in 2008."
http://politi.co/2bD0rw2

2020 WATCH -- "Some talk of 2020 as Kasich thanks NH supporters for their
help in his 2016 WH bid," by NH1's Paul Steinhauser in Concord: "While the
gathering was billed as a way to personally thank supporters for their help in
Kasich's bid for the 2016 GOP presidential nomination, talk of another possible
White House bid by Kasich was on the mind of many in attendance ... The crowd
went wild when [former Sen. John] Sununu described Kasich as 'the man we all
hope someday will be president of the United States.' Kasich, in his comments, said



that 'the politics of the future is going to be about how we pull people together.'"
http://bit.ly/2bCmwdZ

DEEP DIVE - "The Court That Rules the World," by BuzzFeed's Chris Hamby:
"Imagine a private, global super court that empowers corporations to bend
countries to their will. ... This system is already in place, operating behind closed
doors in office buildings and conference rooms in cities around the world. Known
as investor-state dispute settlement, or ISDS, it is written into a vast network of
treaties that govern international trade and investment, including NAFTA and the
Trans-Pacific Partnership, which Congress must soon decide whether to ratify. ...
Companies and executives accused or even convicted of crimes have escaped
punishment by turning to this special forum." http://bzfd.it/2bwNHWb
 

PLAYBOOKERS

 

kaczynski_tweet_psg.PNG

View the full post here. | POLITICO Screen grab

TV TONIGHT - CNN's Wolf Blitzer will appear on Jimmy Kimmel Live tonight at



11:35 p.m. Blitzer, who recently celebrated the birth of his first grandson, Ruben,
also commemorates 11 years anchoring The Situation Room on CNN this month.

SPOTTED : U.S. Ambassador to Israel Dan Shapiro grabbing a beer yesterday
evening with Under Secretary of State Tom Shannon on the patio at the King David
Hotel in Jerusalem. They clinked glasses filled with Goldstar beer ... Elizabeth
Holmes, the CEO of Theranos, dressed in all black flying first class yesterday to
Boston from San Francisco. Holmes was reading "Many Lives, Many Masters: The
True Story of a Prominent Psychiatrist, His Young Patient, and the Past-Life
Therapy That Changed Both Their Lives," by Brian Weiss.

-- "Obama movie brings in $3.1 million in opening weekend," by Rebecca
Morin: "'Southside With You,' which transports the viewer to a 1989 Chicago
outing between Obama and then Michelle Robinson after they meet at a law firm,
premiered in 813 theaters this weekend, grossing $3.1 million, according to studio
estimates. The limited-release film finished 13th at the box office."
http://politi.co/2c2xE3L

PAGE SIX -- "Chelsea is taking the Clinton campaign to Fashion Week":
"Chelsea Clinton is helping Hillary raise funds at an NYC pre-Fashion Week event
Sept. 6 with big designer names and a runway show. The highest price is $25,000
and includes five tickets, front-row seats and campaign merch. Another $25,000
package gets you two tickets, backstage access and a rooftop party with the likes of
Joseph Altuzarra, Tory Burch, Georgina Chapman, Public School's Dao-Yi Chow
and Maxwell Osborne, Prabal Gurung, Marc Jacobs, Diane von Furstenberg and
more." http://pge.sx/2bKu2FE

POWER PLAYBOOKER -- "Michelle Kwan Is Working for Hillary Clinton," by
former POLITICO Marin Cogan in N.Y. Mag: "In a modestly air-conditioned office
space in a suburban strip mall in Arlington, Virginia, the Hillary volunteers are
phone-banking. They are gathering around card tables and crammed into sofas and
loveseats, beneath handmade signs and patriotic bunting, mostly retirees and
college students, talking on cell phones and filling out paperwork, pinching the
microphones of their headphones between thumb and forefinger and clasping their
hands over their ears. At the center of the scene is Michelle Kwan, 36, the
legendary Olympic figure-skating medalist. Her hair is shorn in a long summer
bob, and she's wearing a black dress with a tulip skirt paired with black ankle-strap
heels.



"A small group of volunteers, breaking for a moment to meet their celebrity
guest, cautiously hovers around her. 'I am so nervous right now,' one woman says,
stepping forward to ask for a picture. 'My sisters are so jealous.' Kwan smiles and
says, "Aww, where are they from?' It's a phenomenon that goes back to the first
Clinton administration and was only reinforced during the Obama years: The
Democratic party now relies on a constellation of stars among its key supporters
and surrogates. The new center of this nexus of politics and celebrity in 2016 is
Michelle Kwan, who has the unique role of being both celebrity surrogate and
Clinton campaign staffer." http://nym.ag/2c8fqAU

ENGAGED - Lauren Culbertson, founder of Millennial Bridge Consulting and a
Jonny Isakson alum, to Adam Peters, head of development and construction at
Perseus Realty - "We met ... out one night at Martin's Tavern in Georgetown. He
proposed on Saturday at sunset on his rooftop surrounded by candles. Knowing
how I much I love tech, he recorded the whole thing by using a ring box that has a
built in camera. We're going to celebrate in Oregon wine country over Labor Day
weekend :)" Pic http://bit.ly/2bQlsEg

WEEKEND WEDDINGS -- "Jennifer Nedeau, Austin Helm" -- Times
announcement: "The bride, 32, is the head of marketing and communications at
Bully Pulpit Interactive, an advertising firm in Washington. She graduated from
George Washington. ... The groom, 30, works in McLean, Va., as a senior
consultant specializing in internal audit and financial advisory services at Protiviti,
a business consulting firm in San Ramon, Calif. He also serves as a lieutenant in
the Navy Reserve at the Washington Navy Yard. ... The couple met in March 2014
at a bar in Washington." With pic http://nyti.ms/2bJVTWo ... Wedding pic
http://bit.ly/2buAxMl

- "Julie McClain, Sean Downey" - Times: "Mrs. Downey, 28, is the New
Hampshire communications director for Hillary Clinton's presidential campaign in
Concord, N.H. The bride graduated from the University of Pennsylvania. ... Mr.
Downey, 36, works in Manchester, N.H., as a consultant managing client
campaigns for Hilltop Public Solutions, a Washington, based public affairs and
political consulting firm. He graduated from Holy Cross." With pic
http://nyti.ms/2bBfO87

--"Amanda Cowie, Alex Jansen" - Times: "The couple, both 31, met at Boston
College, from which they graduated. The bride is the head of communications for
Bloomberg Media, where she manages all internal and external communications. ...



The groom works in Brooklyn as a vice president at Vorea Group, a real estate
development, investment and construction firm, for which he acquires commercial
and residential properties and oversees company finances." With pic
http://nyti.ms/2bsPvlW

--"Melissa DeRosa, Matthew Wing" - Times: "Ms. DeRosa, 33, ... is the chief of
staff to Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo. Until March 2013, she was the deputy chief of staff
to the state attorney general, Eric T. Schneiderman. ... Mr. Wing, also 33, works for
Uber in Manhattan, where he oversees public relations for the northeastern United
States. From October 2011 to June 2013, he was the deputy communications
director for New York City, and from June 2013 to September 2014, he was press
secretary for Governor Cuomo, and later became the communications director for
the governor's re-election campaign. ... The couple met in 2013, when Ms. DeRosa
was Governor Cuomo's communications director, and Mr. Wing was his press
secretary." Gov. Cuomo and Rep. Elise Stefanik were among the attendees. With
pic http://nyti.ms/2bvaFRO ... Wedding pic http://politi.co/2bYQsle

--"Jill Brimmer, Patrick Boland" - Times: "Mrs. Boland, 30, is a legislative
assistant for health care policy in Washington for Senator Jack Reed ... Mr. Boland,
29, is the senior adviser and communications director in Washington for
Representative Adam B. Schiff, Democrat of California, and for the Democratic
staff of the House intelligence committee. ... The couple met in Washington in
2009, when Mr. Boland's roommate invited Ms. Brimmer, a co-worker, to a
barbecue." With pic http://nyti.ms/2bv5GvO

BIRTHWEEK (was yesterday): Brian Horn, director of policy at the US Business
Leadership Network (h/t John Cochrane) ... (was Saturday):Brandt McCool, a
Louisville native and chief technology officer at New Blue Interactive, turned 28
(h/t Natasha Korecki)

BIRTHDAYS: Gary Shapiro, CEO of Consumer Technology Association ... Treasury
Secretary Jack Lew is 61 ... Sen. John McCain is 8-0 ... Politico's Nancy Scola ...
Robert Rubin ... Charlie Spies, leader of Clark Hill's national Political Law practice
... Amy Nathan, who started as a Style Kid at WaPo and now is a lawyer, but still an
editor at heart (hubby tip: Howard) ... lobbyist Tom Jolly (h/t Ed Henry) ... Sewell
Chan, NYT's international news editor based in London (h/t Carl Lavin) ... Rich
Cooper, principal at Catalyst Partners and a U.S. Chamber alum ... Sacha
Zimmerman Scoblic, senior editor at The Atlantic ... Andrew Adair, gov't relations
rep. for the American Academy of Family Physicians ... Guam Gov. Eddie Baza



Calvo is 55 ... Jerr Rosenbaum, Sen. Cornyn's former LD now a HLP&R Advocacy
partner, celebrating in the Galápagos; earlier he was in Peru (h/t Tim Hannegan) ...
Rep. Dave Reichert (R-Wash.) is 66 ... Stacey Hughes, president and founding
partner of The Nickles Group ... Sal Albanese, former 15-year NYC City
Councilman, is 67 ... Kendra Marr Chaikind, senior editor at Communications
Workers of America ... Sam Hudis is 25 ...

... Molly Phillips Fogarty, VP of gov't relations and public affairs at Nestle ... Paul
Coussan of the Civil War Trust and a Boustany and Vitter alum ... Catherine Hill,
Brunswick Group's African adventurer in Johannesburg (h/t Nick Massella) ...
Meagan Bond, creative director at the ONE Campaign ... Beth Mlynarczyk, VP at
Two Harbors Investment Corp and a Treasury alum ... Suzanne Henkels ...
Christina Silva, breaking news editor at IB Times and an AP alum ... Ryann
DuRant, comms. director for Rep. Austin Scott ... former Rep. and Gov. Jim Florio
(D-NJ) is 79 ... former Sen. David Pryor (D-Ark.) is 82 ... Ben Martello of Rep. Niki
Tsongas' office (h/ts Legistorm) ... Amy Storey ... Susan Markham ... David
Morehouse ... Barb Worcester ... Kevin Sweeney ... Paige Ennis (h/ts Teresa
Vilmain) ... Allan Lengel ... Adam Shapiro ... Sarah Smith-Clevenger of Louisiana ...
Betty Lynn (Thelma Lou, Deputy Barney Fife's girlfriend on "The Andy Griffith
Show") is 9-0 ... Robin Leach is 75 ... Kyle Cook (Matchbox Twenty) is 41 ... A+ is
34 ... Liam Payne (One Direction) is 23 (h/ts AP)

****** A message from PhRMA: Navigating health insurance coverage can be
complicated. For example, many patients face insurance barriers to accessing
treatment, insurer practices known as utilization management, that sometimes
interfere with a doctor's prescribed course of treatment. It's important for patients
to have access to information about such medication restrictions and the clinical
information used to establish them, so they can make more informed choices about
their coverage. Learn more in this new video, and visit AccessBetterCoverage.org
for more solutions to engage and empower consumers. ******
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August 29, 2016

Donald Trump’s America. After a sluggish start in the campaign ad game, Donald
Trump is out with a $10 million ad buy for a new economics-focused ad that
overlooks the recklessness of his economic plans and instead promises yuge results.
Here’s a closer look at the ad’s promises and the reality of Trump’s economic plans:

“Families get tax relief.” Sure, Donald Trump is proposing to give a very
modest tax break to working families, but it pales in comparison to the massive
tax gift he’s proposing for people at the top, like himself. According to a Tax
Policy Center analysis of his old plan—which is a lot like new plan but slightly
less vague—families in the bottom 20 percent would get about a $128 tax break
under his plan, which could help them afford about .0007 percent of the
average house in the U.S., while the top 1 percent could use their $275,257
tax break to buy more than 1.5 homes.

“Millions of new jobs created.” Add this one to the list of Donald Trump’s
false statements because it looks like his reckless economic plans would
actually kill about 3 million jobs. Sad!

“Wages go up.” It is unclear how Trump is going to back up this one since
he’s been incredibly wishy- washy on raising the minimum wage and has
called for rolling back President Obama’s overtime rule which would raise
wages for millions of workers. Trump is also a union buster, despite the fact
that unions help raise wages for the middle class, and he opposes many
worker protections that enable workers to earn more.

“Small businesses thrive.” Trump would likely be great at helping large
corporations pose as small businesses to avoid taxes, since he’s done it at least
68 times himself. But for actual small businesses, Trump could be a disaster
since his reckless economic plans would endanger the economy .

WHAT'S TRENDING
Going in a different direction. That’s what yet another former Republican
administration official did this weekend. This time it’s Paul Wolfowitz, the former
deputy secretary of defense under President George W. Bush and so-called “architect”
of the Iraq War, who called Trump “pretty disturbing” and a security risk for America.
Wolfowitz is just the latest in a string of Republicans to denounce Trump and
acknowledge that he’s just too reckless to lead.
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Thinking twice. Something Donald Trump hasn’t ever done before speaking. Over
the weekend, 32-year-old mother of four Nykea Aldridge was fatally shot in Chicago
while pushing her baby in a stroller on her way to register her kids for school. Trump—
who has been trying to appeal to black voters with comments like: “Fifty-eight percent
of your youth is unemployed. What the hell do you have to lose?”—saw Aldridge’s
death as another opportunity and tweeted: “Dwyane Wade's cousin was just shot and
killed walking her baby in Chicago. Just what I have been saying. African-Americans
will VOTE TRUMP!” The polls, however, are telling a different story.

Dinner guests. Apparently a lot of people want Donald Trump to be their guest and a
25-year-old Marylander took advantage of that. He set up dinnerwithtrump.org, a
site (that looks eerily similar to the Trump campaign’s real site donaldjtrump.com)
that appears to offer the chance for dinner with Trump. He’s raised over one million
dollars from 21,253 seemingly unknowing Trump supporters.

#RefugeesWelcome. Today, the U.S. will welcome the 10,000th Syrian refugee,
officially fulfilling the goal set by the Obama administration last year. 10,000 may
sound like a big number, but it’s only a tiny fraction of the estimated Syrians who have
fled their homes since civil war broke out in 2011. And for those refugees who do gain
entry to the U.S., the path to get here is far from easy. Syrian refugees face a
screening process that averages 18-24 months and is the most intensive of any check
conducted for people seeking admission to the United States. You can learn more
about the stringent screening process here.

Backpedaling. The pharmaceutical company Mylan has been in hot water since news
broke that they increased the price of life-saving EpiPens from $50 per pen to more
than $300 per pen—a nearly 500 percent price increase—all while Mylan executives
were getting raises. Today the company announced they will launch a generic
version of EpiPens that will sell for a still-not-very-affordable $300 per two-pack. So,
probably best to keep closely reading your food’s ingredients for allergens, unless you
have several Benjamins lying around. Mylan isn’t the only drug maker jacking up
prices. Here’s what we can do about it.
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Clinton’s mental health plan — Trump will head to Motor City
Date: Monday, August 29, 2016 4:37:59 PM

By Henry C. Jackson | 08/29/2016 04:33 PM EDT

OFF BRAND: Ian Hawes is collecting money in the name of DONALD TRUMP. Just one
problem: He has no affiliation with the Republican's presidential campaign.

POLITICO's Shane Goldmacher reports: "At a glance, the two websites look virtually
indistinguishable. Both feature a photo of Donald Trump, in a suit and red tie, in front of a
giant American flag. Both seemingly offer a chance for two to win dinner with Donald Trump.

One is at donaldjtrump.com; the other is at dinnerwithtrump.org. The first belongs to Trump's
campaign. The second is a scheme run by Ian Hawes, a 25-year-old Maryland man who has no
affiliation with Trump or his campaign and who has preyed on more than 20,000 unsuspecting
donors, collecting more than $1 million in the process." Read more at:
http://politi.co/2bxcbOy

Happy Monday. It's your 2016 Blast. Have dinner with us any time, free of charge. Well, you
pay your way, we'll pay ours. Deal? Henry C. Jackson (@henrycjjackson) is here to guide you
through today's campaign news, so please send your tips, complaints and favorite meals to:
hjackson@politico.com.

2) FRONT-RUNNER: HILLARY CLINTON is up 7 percentage points in a new national
poll of likely voters - the most recent poll to confirm Clinton has carved out a consistent lead
on DONALD TRUMP, POLITICO's Steve Shepard reports. "The Monmouth University poll,
conducted last Thursday through Sunday, shows Clinton leading Trump 46 percent to 39
percent. Former New Mexico Gov. Gary Johnson, the Libertarian candidate, is at 7 percent,
and Green Party candidate Jill Stein, who isn't on the ballot in a number of states, garners 2
percent. Another 6 percent of likely voters are undecided or said they prefer another
candidate." http://politi.co/2bVdDPa

BLAST NOTE: Polls like this are why some operatives wonder if Trump is already out of
time.

3) BRAND MANAGEMENT: DONALD TRUMP's strategy to diminish HILLARY
CLINTON may have consequences, win or lose, POLITICO's Edward-Isaac Dovere reports.
"The Clinton delegitimization project is now central to DONALD TRUMP's campaign and
such a prime component of right-wing media that it's already seeped beyond extremist chat
rooms. ... The Clinton campaign has deliberately positioned its response as an offensive
boomerang rather than a rebuttal: Don't defend against the attacks, just redirect fire at the
messenger." Clinton supporters argue it's the same approach that Republicans tried to use
against Obama in 2008 and beyond. http://politi.co/2bz6EHE

4) MENTAL HEALTH: HILLARY CLINTON released a sweeping mental health plan on
Monday, POLITICO's Nick Gass reports. It includes a "call to convene a White House
conference on the issue during her first year in office. 'Recognizing that nearly a fifth of all
adults in the United States - more than 40 million people - are coping with a mental health
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problem, Hillary's plan will integrate our mental and physical health care systems,' the
Democratic nominee's campaign said in a statement. 'Her goal is that within her time in office,
Americans will no longer separate mental health from physical health when it comes to access
to care or quality of treatment.'" http://politi.co/2bx4MUf

5) MOTORING: DONALD TRUMP is continuing to court minority voters with a trip to
Detroit. Trump will travel to the Motor City this weekend to talk with the president and CEO
of the only African-American-owned and -operated national Christian television network. He
"will appear at Great Faith Ministries, a church in the heart of the city, and be interviewed by
Impact Network President and CEO and Bishop Wayne T. Jackson, the campaign said in a
statement from surrogate Mark Burns, a pastor who set up a meeting between the candidate
and Jackson." http://politi.co/2c9GuzF

Meanwhile, Trump continued a blunt appeal to minority voters today - arguing on Twitter that
he can reign in urban violence and wondering how much more violence there would need to
be in cities in order for minority voters to accept him. "Look how bad it is getting!" Trump
tweeted. "How much more crime, how many more shootings, will it take for African-
Americans and Latinos to vote Trump=SAFE!" http://politi.co/2bx8jSs

TRAIL MIX: In today's campaign news, Huma Abedin has had enough. BERNIE
SANDERS still bothers a prominent HILLARY CLINTON ally. Debate prep is in full
swing. Exploring why candidates eschew the press. Protesters hit TIM KAINE's church.
DONALD TRUMP's doctor's note is questioned and a David Duke robocall is disavowed.

PERSONAL ISSUES: One of HILLARY CLINTON's closest aides, Huma Abedin,
announced today she was separating from her husband, disgraced Rep. Anthony Weiner, after
a fresh report of him sending inappropriate messages to other women.

STILL BERNS: HILLARY CLINTON friend Neera Tanden says she feels like BERNIE
SANDERS went harder after Clinton than Barack Obama did in 2008.

INSIDE PREP: TIME looks at how HILLARY CLINTON and DONALD TRUMP are
preparing for the debate.

FAIR QUESTION: A columnist for Vanity Fair looks at why HILLARY CLINTON is
avoiding press conferences and whether it is a savvy tactic or a defense mechanism.

CHURCH PROTEST: There was a small protest outside of TIM KAINE's church in
Virginia by Catholic priests angry over his stance on social issues. (WTVR)

DOCTOR DOCTOR: HILLARY CLINTON's campaign has issues with DONALD
TRUMP's note from his doctor attesting to his fine physical condition.

DUKE OUT: DONALD TRUMP's campaign disavows a David Duke robocall.

PRETTY PLEASE? The Republican National Committee says the Clinton Foundation
should just release all of its emails to the State Department.

THEY SAID IT: "No. There's no reason to do that. They all know me. Everybody in Arizona
really knows me unless they just moved in." - Arizona Sen. John McCain, explaining why he
won't make a general election turn against DONALD TRUMP. http://politi.co/2bMPg5P



MAGIC NUMBER: 28. That's the number of days until the first presidential debate.

FOLLOW @POLITICO'S politics team: @PoliticoCharlie, @POLITICO_Steve,
@PoliticoAlex, @anniekarni, @GlennThrush, @EliStokols, @katieglueck, @schreckreports,
@gdebenedetti, @Hadas_Gold, @ec_schneider, @kyledcheney , @theodoricmeyer,
@MarcACaputo, @PoliticoKevin,@mikeallen, @dlippman, @Danielstrauss4,
@henrycjjackson, @shanegoldmacher, @KristinPolitico, @PoliticoScott, @Patrick_C_Reis

There you go - now you're caught up on the 2016 race. TBNR. We'll see you tomorrow.

To view online:
http://www.politico.com/tipsheets/the-2016-blast/2016/08/inside-the-scheme-to-rip-off-trump-
donors-216114

To change your alert settings, please go to https://secure.politico.com/settings
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Doors Open: 3:00 PM

Event Begins: 6:00 PM

Register for tickets by clicking here.

 

Please limit personal items and arrive early to expedite entrance into the

venue - please note, NO homemade signs, banners, professional

cameras with a detachable lens, tripods, monopods, selfie

sticks, back packs or large bags will be permitted into the venue.

We hope to see you there!

 

Sincerely,

Team Trump

TEXT TRUMP TO 88022 TO GET EXCLUSIVE UPDATES

***By participating, you consent to receiving automated text messages

from the campaign. Standard messaging rates apply.***

To donate, go here: https://secure.donaldjtrump.com/donate/

Contributions are not tax deductible for federal income tax purposes.

P.S. If you would like to purchase official campaign gear, click here. 
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From: info=donaldtrump.com@email.donaldtrump.com
[mailto:info=donaldtrump.com@email.donaldtrump.com] On Behalf Of Team Trump
Sent: Wednesday, September 07, 2016 4:29 PM
To: 
Subject: Thank you for standing with Trump
 

Welcome to Team Trump!

Thank you for signing up to be part of my Presidential Campaign. Together,
we are going to bring common sense back to Washington.

We will rebuild the American Dream.

Make America Great Again!

Contribute $100, $75, $50, or even $35 to Make America Great Again!

Sincerely, 
Team TRUMP

 
 

CONTRIBUTE NOW

 

www.DonaldJTrump.com
725 5th Avenue New York, NY 10022

Paid for by Donald J. Trump for President, Inc.
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HEADLINE: New President Will Be Negative For Pharmaceutical Industry

HIGHLIGHT:

   The pharmaceutical industry is poised for a challenging 2017 regardless of
who becomes the next US president. Both major candidates have expressed negative
sentiments towards drug pricing and addressing the issue is likely to receive
both congressional and public support. Nonetheless, owing to the power of the
pharmaceutical lobby, changes to the system are likely to be limited.

BODY:

    BMI View: The pharmaceutical industry is poised for a challenging 2017
regardless of who becomes the next US president. Both major candidates have
expressed negative sentiments towards drug pricing and addressing the issue is
likely to receive both congressional and public support.Nonetheless, owingto the
power of the pharmaceutical lobby, changes to the system are likely to be
limited.Once a relatively minor issue in the US presidential election, high
prescription drug prices are now a moderate concern among voters, in part due to
the EpiPen (epinephrine) scandal. The August 2016 revelation that manufacturer
Mylan had increased the price of the allergic reaction treatment by over 500% in
less than a decade has resulted in widespread criticism of drug pricing in the
US. CEO Heather Bresch was eventually forced to release a cheaper generic
version of the auto-injector device. The public outrage with regard to EpiPen
follows a similar incident in which Martin Shkreli, former CEO of Turing
Pharmaceuticals, hiked the price of Daraprim (pyrimethamine) in September 2015,
and controversy surrounding serial price riser Valeant Pharmaceuticals.It is our
core view that drug pricing policy will not gain much conversational traction
between Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump through to the November election as
both share the view that something should be done to reduce gouging by
pharmaceutical companies.

   Bilateral agreement on the matter means that reforms are also more likely to
be pushed through in 2017. Nonetheless, there are higher priorities on both
presidential candidates' political agendas; namely foreign policy, government
investment and taxation. More broadly however, we do expect further debate on
the future of medical services due to the candidates' divergent views. According
to a poll by Gallup, healthcare is the third most important single issue that
Americans think the next president should address, after immigration and the
economy.
 Healthcare Is A Medium Priority For Candidates
Priority And Likelihood Of Enactment Of Key Policy Areas Outlined By Clinton
And Trump



 Source: BMI Research
Drug companies will be subjected to numerous revenue-limiting measures if Hilary
Clinton becomes president. Clinton has outlined several proposed initiatives to
lower medicine expenditure, including allowing Medicare to negotiate with
pharmaceutical firms, placing limits on out-of-pocket expenses and facilitating
competition in the generic drug market. Clinton was also one of the first
politicians to admonish Shkreli on social media, calling his move 'outrageous'.
Many other lawmakers subsequently made similar remarks about Shkreli, who is
currently facing criminal charges for securities fraud.Clinton could also
scupper the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), which is seen favourably by
pharmaceutical companies as it demands higher intellectual property standards
and thus protects high-priced innovative medicines. Although she was initially
in favour of the trade deal, the hard-line view adopted by Senator Bernie
Sanders against the TPP forced her to change her stance. Unless it is passed
during President Obama's lame-duck session after the November election,
implementation of the TPP now appears unlikely.Her policies offer few positives
for pharmaceutical companies. Clinton opposes 'tax inversion' deals and
intimated that she will reform and simplify corporate tax rates to encourage and
reward investments in growth, innovation and jobs. Her abilities to implement
change will be determined by who wins control of the House and the Senate. Our
core scenario of the Democrats retaining the presidency and regaining control of
the Senate will mean Clinton will face less opposition than her predecessor in
passing legislation. Our next most likely scenario of Clinton winning the
presidency, but the Republicans retaining the House and Senate, will ensure
sustained gridlock in Washington.In early September 2016, Clinton released a
plan to respond to unjustified price hikes for long-available drugs, citing the
Turing Pharmaceuticals and EpiPen scandals. A price increase would be deemed
unjustifiable depending on: the trajectory of the hike, the medicine's cost of
production, its relative value to patients and other factors that pose a threat
to public health. A consumer protection agency would be established to monitor
the pricing landscape. It would comprise Federal and State-level government
bodies, patient advocacy groups and independent experts. Bulk purchasing of
price-hiked medicine would be funded to encourage new manufacturers to enter the
market. The plan would also enable the ability to fine, or increase rebates
from, drug companies that are determined to be excessively raising prices.
 Clinton Likely To Address High Drug Prices
Clinton's Healthcare And Pharmaceuticals Policy
Proposals/Stance

 Source: www hillaryclinton.com , BMI Research
Prospects for drug companies are comparatively less negative in the event of
Donald Trump becoming president. This is primarily because he advocates free
market principles and will therefore be more tolerant of drug price rises.
However, his unpredictability and inconsistency on policymaking, as well as a
lack of appreciation of basic healthcare system dynamics, will concern
pharmaceutical firms. Trump's plan to allow consumers to import drugs from
Canada will face strong opposition from the pharmaceutical lobby and the United
States Trade Representative (USTR).Trump has promised to cut the top tax rate on
corporate profits to 15% from 35%, while eliminating many deductions. This would
be welcomed by US-based multinationals which have sought to lower their
effective tax rate by engaging in 'inversion' deals over the past few years.
Trump also plans to repeal 'Obamacare' on 'day one' of his presidency. His
replacement policy will 'broaden healthcare access, make healthcare more
affordable and improve the quality of the care available to all Americans',
which is, we note, highly similar to the fundamental goals of the Affordable
Care Act (ACA). A key risk is greater contributions from drug companies to fund
changes to the provision of medical services, as well as general disruption and



uncertainty to the system.In the event of a Trump defeat, Speaker of the House
Paul Ryan would become the de facto Republican Party leader and has previously
outlined plans for his vision of the future of healthcare as part of an agenda
entitled 'A Better Way'. It repeals Obamacare, but would keep some of its more
popular features, such as not allowing people with pre-existing medical
conditions to be denied coverage and permitting children to stay on their
parents' plan until the age of 26. The plan also includes a cap on medical
liability damages, which is aimed at reducing healthcare costs.
 Savings Of USD300bn Are Unlikely
Trump's Healthcare And Pharmaceuticals Policy
Proposals/Stance

 Source: www.donaldjtrump.com , BMI Research
The Affordable Care Act will require changes due to its lack of benefits and
unpopularity. While it has significantly lowered the uninsured rate (from 15%
prior to roll-out to 9% in 2015), it has had little impact on making care more
accessible, cheaper and of higher standard. Opponents to the ACA are generally
supporters of the Republican Party, highlighting the increasing politicisation
of healthcare. Those who lost coverage from their preferred plans (despite
promises to the contrary prior to ACA roll-out), and consumers inconvenienced by
technical issues on the insurance exchange website are also not satisfied by the
legislation.Writing in the Journal of the American Medical Association (JAMA) in
July 2016, President Obama recommends that health insurance marketplaces are
bolstered through higher federal financial assistance, including a public plan
option. Dialogue around a government-run insurance agency has increased
significantly in recent months and is a real possibility, despite vociferous
opposition, especially from private-sector health insurers. Obama has also
called on policymakers to take action to reduce prescription drug costs by:
increasing transparency around production and R&D expenses, hiking rebates
manufacturers are required to pay for drugs prescribed to Medicare/Medicaid
beneficiaries and giving the federal government the authority to negotiate
prices.
 Uninsured Rate Below 10%
Percentage Of Individuals In The US Without Health Insurance

 Source: Obama B. United States Health Care Reform: Progress to Date and Next
Steps. JAMA. 2016;316(5):525-532.
The pharmaceutical lobby is powerful and will have an active 2017 due to the
increased scrutiny over high drug prices. Rather than pointing to considerable
R&D spending in order to justify high drug prices, industry associations will
now increasingly focus on the value that innovations bring to individuals and
society. They are also likely to draw attention to the fact that pharmaceutical
spending only accounts for 10% of total healthcare expenditure. Hospitals and
care facilities, as well as medical professional services, account for over
two-thirds of the total and can expect to face questions over their pricing
strategies. We also believe that intermediaries in the pharmaceutical supply
chain, most notably pharmacy benefit managers (PBMs), will be thrust into the
spotlight.The debate will be characterised by numerous voices from across the
healthcare provider spectrum. Of the top 10 leading lobbying client spenders
over the period 1998 to 2016, four focus on healthcare services or products
(American Medical Association [AMA], American Hospital Association [AHA], the
Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America [PhRMA], and Blue
Cross/Blue Shield), while another, AARP (formerly known as the American
Association of Retired Persons), represents the interests of the key consumers
of healthcare.
 Several Healthcare/Pharmaceutical Entities Among Leading
Lobbyists



US: Leading Lobbying Client Spenders (1998-2016) (USDmn)

 Source: Center for Responsive Politics
PhRMA is arguably one of the most influential industry associations and it has
adeptly driven the broader discussion of the benefits of the pharmaceutical
sector during several challenging periods. When Obama was elected president in
2008, he had the mandate of reforming the health system and, importantly, his
Democrat Party controlled both the House and Senate, which facilitated the
passage of legislation. Many industry observers speculated that pharmaceutical
companies would be made to pay for changes but it now appears that drug company
lobbying had the desired effect in minimising concessions to the government. The
Annual Fee on Branded Prescription Drug Manufacturers and Importers is only 1%
of revenue and this compares with the Medical Device Excise Tax (although this
is currently suspended), which is 2.3% of sales. The impact of the latter levy
is compounded by the fact that medical device companies operate at much lower
profit margins than drug firms.
 A Relatively Minimal Concession To The Government
Annual Fee On Branded Prescription Drug Manufacturers And Importers

 Source: Internal Revenue Service (IRS) . Note: 2016-19 IRS
forecasts.
Publically at least, major pharmaceutical companies hold agnostic views on the
next president. While recently politicised, drug pricing has been a
long-standing issue within the pharmaceutical sector, causing both external
criticism and significant introspection. It is also not the only issue. In an
effort to increase shareholder value, drug companies are also grappling with
lower R&D productivity, higher reimbursement hurdles, an evolving merger and
acquisition landscape, and lower growth in emerging markets. Over recent months,
key industry players have iterated this view: 'I think all of that will carry on
regardless of what happens in the election, so I think value for money becomes
really a mantra for anybody marketing into the US healthcare system.'
GlaxoSmithKline CEO Sir Andrew Witty. April 2016.'We believe that, no matter
which candidate wins, we will see a more difficult pricing environment in the
US. We all have to plan for new pricing models in the US that could help us
ensure the sustainability of the system as the population ages.' Novartis CEO
Joe Jimenez. July 2016.'Hopefully if we have a new administration, whichever
administration is in, there will be a need to look at tax reform, and tax reform
has implications for what you want to do and what kind of taxes you want to
pay.' Pfizer CEO Ian Read. August 2016. In a tougher medicine pricing
environment, R&D-based firms with differentiated products with intellectual
property protection have less to worry about than specialty medicine producers
and generic drug firms. Restrictive formularies that exclude undifferentiated
products are emerging as a key tool to lower pharmaceutical expenditure. There
will be more calls for greater transparency in the industry, especially with
prices, discounts, rebates, mark-up and intermediaries in the supply chain.
Support For Lower Drug Prices Across The Political Spectrum Whoever wins the
presidency will be able to draw upon several items of already drafted
legislation intended to improve the healthcare system and address the issue of
high drug prices, including:  The '21st Century Cures Act' (H. R. 6) is intended
to provide the National Institutes of Health (NIH) with USD1.86bn annually
though to 2020 to accelerate biomedical research and facilitate the introduction
of new treatments. It was passed by the House in 2015 and will be soon
considered by the Senate.   The 'Medicare Prescription Drug Price Negotiation
Act of 2015' (S. 31) was introduced by Senator Amy Klobuchar (D-Minn) in January
2015. It would allow the Secretary of Health and Human Services to negotiate
covered part D drug prices on behalf of Medicare beneficiaries.   Also in
January 2015, Senator John McCain (R-Az) introduced the 'Safe and Affordable



Drugs from Canada Act of 2015' S.112, which sought to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act to allow for the personal importation of safe and
affordable drugs from approved pharmacies in Canada.   The 'Prescription Drug
Affordability Act of 2015' (S. 2023) was introduced by Bernie Sanders (I-Vt) in
September 2015. It seeks negotiation of Part D drug prices, drug importation,
higher rebates, an end to pay-to-delay, and greater transparency.   More
recently, in June 2016, Senator Patrick Leahy (D-Vt) introduced the 'Creating
and Restoring Equal Access to Equivalent Samples Act of 2016' or the 'CREATES
Act of 2016' (S. 3056), which would close a loophole in US law that allows some
pharmaceutical corporations to deny samples of branded drugs to generic
manufacturers.  There are major global implications of a negative outlook for
the US pharmaceutical market, which is the world's largest by some distance. In
addition to its unassailable size (USD333bn in 2015), the market has high per
capita spending and, unlike markets in Western Europe and Japan, is forecast to
post robust medium-term growth. Its attractiveness is reinforced by an
intellectual property framework that is seen as favourable to innovative
pharmaceutical companies. In recent years, drug companies have come to rely on
the US for sales and, importantly, profit. Last year, the top 15 firms generated
over USD200bn in sales in the US. Any meaningful and sustained downward pressure
on drug pricing would therefore have a dramatic impact on profitability and,
accordingly, valuations of pharmaceutical companies, which have outperformed the
wider share indexes.
 The Key Source Of Revenue For Leading Drugmakers
Sales Recorded By Leading Pharmaceutical Companies In The US During 2015
(USDmn)

 Source: company financial statements

US Pharmaceutical Market
                       2014   2015   2016f  2017f  2018f  2019f  2020f
 Pharmaceutical sales,
USDbn                  309.86 333.40 353.84 365.22 377.04 389.27 401.90
                       0      0      0      0      0      0      0
 Pharmaceutical sales,  7.18   7.60   6.13   3.22   3.24   3.24   3.24
USDbn, % y-o-y
 Pharmaceutical sales,  970.0
USD per capita                1,036. 1,091. 1,118. 1,146. 1,175. 1,204.
                              1      7      7      6      4      9
   f = BMI forecast. Source: National sources, BMI
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BODY:

   Two new rules regulating animal businesses and the ownership of big cats are
a welcome step forward, but alone they are not sufficient. Lebanon needs a law
governing if and how all types of animals can be brought legally into the
country, the conditions in which they'll be kept and prescribing how violators
of such...
The post More work needed appeared first on Executive Magazine.

   Two new rules regulating animal businesses and the ownership of big cats are
a welcome step forward, but alone they are not sufficient. Lebanon needs a law
governing if and how all types of animals can be brought legally into the
country, the conditions in which they'll be kept and prescribing how violators
of such a law will be penalized. More rules are necessary to formalize an
industry that, as a whole, has operated without government oversight and with
impunity, where poor standards of captivity are the norm, where trafficking is
seemingly ubiquitous.

   If, as several stakeholders hope, Lebanon could one day have a zoo as a sort
of national attraction, drawing visitors from all over the country and from
neighboring ones too, then it needs an appropriate legislative framework. Such a
concept requires long-term thinking, government oversight and demands clear
rules for such a business, all while ensuring high standards for animal welfare
and eliminating trafficking concerns. Lebanon may never approach the per animal
potential of say, Uganda, whose native gorillas pull in some $1 million each per
year in tourism revenues, and it probably wouldn't compete, in terms of tourist
numbers, with regional animal attractions like the Dubai Aquarium & Underwater
Zoo. But a national zoo could help diversify Lebanon's tourism sector,
contributing eco-tourism dollars and creating potential opportunities for other
players, such as travel agencies offering package deals including a visit to the
zoo, airfare or other local transportation options like buses as well as hotel
accommodation.

   That may be a far off dream, and Lebanon must first get its house in order by
ratifying a law and issuing the necessary regulations. Such legislation is not
likely to be forthcoming given the political impasse that has frozen work in
parliament, and rolling out additional regulations to fill legal gaps is patchy
at best and will take time. But there are a number of issues Lebanon can
confront without legislation; measures that the government, judicial system and
private sector can take to address the ethical and business concerns of subpar
conditions and trafficking.

   In 2014 Lebanon's judiciary showed some receptivity toward protecting animals
suffering in poor conditions, citing a violation of administrative protocols. An
update to the criminal code is necessary by first adding penalties in line with
the government's new regulations for animal businesses and big cat ownership. To
go further, the government must issue rules defining animal cruelty and the
trafficking of all species, the violations of which must be prosecutable.

   To contain animal trafficking the government needs to gain more control of
the country's entry and exit points. Part of that does need to come through
legislation and regulation, but administrations can do more. One positive move
was the recent expansion of customs at Beirut's Rafic Hariri International
Airport, and the installation of new technology and procedures for cargo
inspection. The late August upgrade should curb trafficking at the airport, the



minister of finance said in a press release.

   But it is fair to point out that customs would be more effective with trained
agents with a solid understanding of wildlife species, perhaps working alongside
inspectors from the ministry of agriculture, that can distinguish between what
may be written on import forms and what is actually being transported. The sheer
volume passing through airport customs might demand more agents or ministry
inspectors, and manpower deficiencies are not exclusive to Lebanon. One US
airport was targeted by elephant ivory traffickers exploiting such weakness, the
Washington Post found in 2014.

   Customs officials are the gatekeepers of our borders and should be
well-positioned to not only limit tax and duties evasion, the smuggling of drugs
or counterfeit goods but also wildlife trafficking. According to a 2014 survey
commissioned by the World Customs Organization, the MENA region's customs
administrations (the results were not country specific) ranked wildlife
trafficking as their lowest priority. The study concluded that "Customs
administrations with special investigation units tailored to wildlife smuggling
have more interest in combating it than those relying on basic regular check-ups
at borders". If Lebanon's customs does not already have such an investigation
team then it needs to establish one. To have specialized agents or an
investigative unit, alongside ministry of agriculture inspectors, may require
additional financial resources and, without a budget being passed, that may not
be feasible.

   But at the airport, businesses too can have an impact. For starters, airlines
and shipping firms hosted at Beirut's airport can commit to an industry promise
to shut down the illicit trade of endangered species and their products. Middle
East Airlines must join regional carriers, such as Qatar Airways, Etihad Airways
and Emirates Airline, pledging to the commitment set forth by the industry's
trade body, the International Air Transport Association (IATA). Freight
forwarders too can commit to the IATA pledge. Local companies like BCC Logistics
and global shippers like DHL or Aramex moving freight via the airport can
improve cargo screening before it leaves sorting facilities, and they should
also share cargo information more freely with customs and law enforcement
officials at the points of departure, transit and destination.

   Lastly, Lebanon's flag carrier can contribute to the public's awareness of
wildlife trafficking and its consequences to the environment with a short public
service announcement on flights arriving to and leaving Beirut. Other companies
in the transport business can play their part by sponsoring awareness programs
through, for example, social media to reach younger audiences or by increasing
clients' and customers' awareness of wildlife trafficking. A law is needed, but
these small steps can have positive results for animal welfare and to limit
trafficking.

   http://imgs.syndigate.info/270/922/20/147323509705.jpg

   leader-640x360.jpg

LOAD-DATE: September 7, 2016



From: Trump Talk
To:
Subject: Start calling now with Trump Talk!
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Dear ,

Congratulations! You have been registered and approved for Trump Talk! We are so grateful to have you on
board as a loyal supporter, and we need you now more than ever to make calls for Mr. Trump during this
general election season.

It’s now easy to make calls from home with our new, easy-to-use website https://talk.donaldjtrump.com.
Simply click the link and select “Login” in the upper right-hand corner. You’re already setup, and ready to start
dialing!

Here are your login credentials:

Website : https://talk.donaldjtrump.com.
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Password : Will be provided in the following email.

If you know any fellow supporters who would like to join the Trump Talk Team, simply have them go to
https://talk.donaldjtrump.com. and select "Join Now!".

Thank you for volunteering with Donald J. Trump President, Inc. Together we will win the election in
November and Make America Great Again!

Donald J. Trump for President, Inc.
John Jaggers
jjaggers@donaldtrump.com
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DRIVING THE DAY

 

Good morning from Hempstead, New York. The general consensus is this:
Donald Trump didn't throw up on his shoes. But Hillary Clinton had the far better
night in their first 90-minute (it actually lasted 95 minutes) matchup here at
Hofstra University on Long Island. Clinton mostly kept her cool -- as did Trump for
the first portion of the evening. Trump ended up citing Sid Blumenthal, Rosie
O'Donnell and referring viewers to Sean Hannity to vouch for his opposition to the

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)



Iraq War. The pre-debate buzz among reporters here was that Trump left himself
the option to come to the spin room, but would only show up if he needed to
change the narrative. He came to the spin room, and then spoke to Hannity live
from the press filing center. Maggie Haberman (@maggieNYT) pointed out that
"she can't remember last time, if ever, a general election candidate went to the spin
room." Not a good sign for Trump.

LAST NIGHT Hillary Clinton ended the debate by saying, "And one of the worst
things he said was about a woman in a beauty contest. He loves beauty contests,
supporting them and hanging around them. And he called this woman Ms. Piggy.
Then he called her Ms. Housekeeping, because she was Latina. Donald, she has a
name...Her name is Alicia Machado and she has become a U.S. citizen, and you can
bet she's going to vote this November."

THIS MORNING Donald Trump went on "Fox and Friends" and said Machado was
"the worst" contestant they had and chided her for gaining weight. "She was
impossible...She was the winner and you know she gained a massive amount of
weight and it was a real problem...This was many years ago, and [Clinton] found
the girl and talked about her like she was Mother Teresa and it wasn't quite that
way, but that's okay. Hillary has to do what she has to do." Video clip
http://bit.ly/2cA06xi (h/t Alex Burns)

--WHAT'S NEXT : The next presidential debate -- in St. Louis on Oct. 9 -- gives
Trump an opportunity to bounce back. Remember: Mitt Romney trounced Barack
Obama in the first debate. But the second event, which will be held at Wash. U., is a
town hall, which brings its own challenges for both candidates. Clinton mostly
skated on some of Trump's signature attacks: Benghazi, her private email server,
the FBI investigation, immigration and the Clinton Foundation. Trump is certain
to hammer away on those issues in the coming weeks, and try to inject them into
the conversation in Missouri. The vice presidential debate is in Farmville, Virginia,
on Oct. 4 -- one week from today.

WHAT TO WATCH FOR: How the down-ballot candidates react. Top Republican
operatives running Senate and House races say they weren't thrilled, but they don't
know that Trump's bad night moves the needle. The early take is that Trump was
stable for the first 30 minutes, which gives Republicans hope that any negative
impact will be limited.

42 DAYS until Election Day. The government shuts down Friday.



THE NARRATIVE -- "Clinton set the trap and Trump walked in: The Democrat
dominated the debate. Will it matter?" by Eli Stokols: "'Donald was very fortunate
in his life, and that's all to his benefit,' Clinton started. 'He started his business with
$14 million, borrowed from his father, and he really believes that the more you
help wealthy people, the better off we'll be and that everything will work out from
there.' Trump quickly dismissed Clinton's characterization, saying he received 'a
very small loan' that he turned into a company valued, he claimed, in the billions. 'I
say that only because that's the kind of thinking that our country needs.' In the
moment, he seemed calm-but from that point forward he was anything but. 'She
mind-screwed him from the beginning by mentioning the loan from his father,'
said Rob Stutzman, a GOP operative in California. 'That was brilliant psychological
warfare on her part. He slowly unwound from there, culminating in borderline
incoherency over the final 30 minutes.'" http://politi.co/2cynqH0

JMART and PAT HEALY on A1 of the NYT, "CANDIDATES PRESS POINTED
ATTACKS IN ACERBIC DEBATE -- Trump Raps Clinton on Trade and Email --
She Counters on His Fitness": "In a relentlessly antagonistic debate, Donald J.
Trump and Hillary Clinton clashed over trade, the Iraq war, his refusal to release
his tax returns and her use of a private email server, with Mr. Trump frequently
showing impatience and political inexperience as Mrs. Clinton pushed him to
defend his past denigration of women and President Obama. Mr. Trump repeatedly
interrupted Mrs. Clinton and at times talked over her throughout the 90-minute
debate, making slashing attacks that surely pleased his Republican base but may
have been off-putting to women and undecided voters. He also left unchallenged
her assertion that he paid no federal taxes for years." http://nyti.ms/2cyicen ... A1
PDF http://nyti.ms/2cZMY2O

--WaPo leadall by Phil Rucker and Anne Gearan: "Donald Trump unrelentingly
blamed the nation's chronic problems on 'typical politician' Hillary Clinton, yet he
found himself mostly on the defensive in their first debate here Monday night as
she denounced him for racial insensitivity, hiding potential conflicts of interest and
'stiffing' those who helped build his business empire ... Trump ... spent much of the
evening explaining himself - over his temperament, treatment of women and
minorities, business practices and readiness to be commander in chief, as well as
over his long perpetuation of a falsehood about Barack Obama's birthplace to
delegitimize his presidency. 'He has a long record of engaging in racist behavior,
and the birther lie was a very hurtful one,' said Clinton ... 'Barack Obama is a man
of great dignity, and I could tell how much it bothered him and annoyed him that



this was being touted and used against him.' Trump, who earlier this month at last
acknowledged Obama's birth in Hawaii, replied by invoking Clinton's 2008 rivalry
with Obama: 'When you try to act holier than thou, it really doesn't work.'"
http://wapo.st/2dokMt5

FOR REFERENCE -- The full transcript http://politi.co/2doh9Dw

GOTHAM WATCH -- N.Y. Post (with photo of a grimacing Trump): "DON, NOT
OUT -- Brawler Trump survives debate" http://nyp.st/2czNBSK ... N.Y. Daily
News (with large Clinton photo, and a grimacing Trump): "FACE OF THE
NATION -- Hillary's look says it all as Trump buries himself in bumbling blather"
http://nydn.us/2czNfvr

****** A message from Chevron: For years, DOING in the US was mostly done
with oil and gas from someplace else. Today, an abundance of American energy is
making DOING here a lot more doable. And we're making sure there's enough
energy to keep America doing. Watch how: http://tinyurl.com/jxtag4t ******

GLENN THRUSH's "OFF MESSAGE" -- "5 takeaways from the first
presidential debate: Clinton hits him where it hurts, and Trump's boorish
reaction hands her a win": " Trump was wimpy on defense. Trump is supposed
to be the big meanie but it was Clinton who hit him where it hurt most ... What
about the Clinton Foundation? The former secretary's debate team ... expected
him to savage her on the various questions raised about her family's foundation.
They were worried about it. While he hammered her ever-so-briefly on emails, he
was so engaged in self-justification, he flat-out forgot to pursue an attack that could
have made the night a lot less lousy. His '30 years' attack worked - and he'll use
it again ... [T]here were a few gold nuggets strewn in the wreckage of Hofstra - the
most valuable an assault (demonstrable and fact-checker-friendly) on Clinton's
effectiveness in 25-plus years of public life ...

"Clinton effectively attacked his business career ... Clinton plucked the strains
of what could be a genuine crossover hit this fall among ever-elusive white
working-class voters and independents: Trump's failure to turn over his tax
returns. Clinton went there with a vengeance - engaging in a little Trump-esque
fact-free speculation about the motives of the billionaire developer-turned-reality
TV star ... Her most effective attack - and his worst answer. If the GOP
nominee needed any more proof that preparation trumps bombast in a general
election debate, he got it when Clinton launched a merciless attack on his habit of



stiffing contractors who have labored on his construction projects over the years."
http://politi.co/2czumZu

--@realDonaldTrump : "Nothing on emails. Nothing on the corrupt Clinton
Foundation. And nothing on #Benghazi. #Debates2016 #debatenight ... Wow, did
great in the debate polls (except for @CNN - which I don't watch). Thank you! ...
@newtgingrich just said 'a historic victory for Trump.' NICE! ...
@DRUDGE_REPORT's First Presidential Debate Poll: Trump: 80% Clinton: 20%
Join the MOVEMENT today & lets #MAGA! http://www.DonaldJTrump.com"

TEXT FROM TRUMP -- "Tonight's WIN is for hard-working Americans like YOU.
Let's keep pushing. Our movement must finish strong. Fund our POST DEBATE
RESPONSE ->" www.bit.ly/2dns1C9

BEHIND THE SCENES: The CLINTON campaign set http://politi.co/2cH2QaJ ...
The TRUMP campaign set http://politi.co/2cYTcjB ... Pins in the Anheuser-Busch
tent http://politi.co/2dfJOJH ... The bar in the Anheuser-Busch tent, which served
beer and food throughout the debate http://bit.ly/2cxPEBI ... Don King gaggling
on behalf of Donald Trump http://bit.ly/2dfoQak ... House Homeland Security
Chairman Mike McCaul (R-Texas) huddling with retired Lt. Gen Michael Flynn
http://bit.ly/2cygNVh ... Megyn Kelly doing a post-debate standup from the media
filing tent http://bit.ly/2dg4Ioj ... Clinton spokesman Brian Fallon's much buzzed-
about festive coat http://bit.ly/2d2QBs8

SPOTTED : Bob Barnett talking to Corey Lewandowski in the Anheuser-Busch tent
... Reps. Marsha Blackburn (R-Tenn.), Paul Tonko (D-N.Y.), Chris Collins (R-N.Y.),
Xavier Becerra (D-Calif.), Cedric Richmond (D-La.), Joe Crowley (D-N.Y.), Charlie
Rangel (D-N.Y.), Eliot Engel (D-N.Y.), Mike Kelly (R-Pa.) and Steve Israel (D-N.Y.)
all at Hofstra for the main event ... Don King waving an Israeli flag ... Rick Lazio at
the Long Island Marriott ... Sheldon Adelson pulling up close to the debate hall in a
stretch limo... Trump supporters Woody Johnson, Ray Washburne, David Tamasi
and Rick Hohlt ... Rev. Jesse Jackson, Vernon Jordan, Jay Dunn, David Jones, Al
Mottur, Peter O'Keefe, J.B. Pritzker, Gene Karpinski of the League of Conservation
Voters, Google's Eric Schmidt ... Scott Brown!

BLAME GAME -- "Trump: My mic was 'defective'," by Yousef Saba: "[Donald]
Trump complained in the spin room that his debate mic wasn't working right,
according to a video posted by a CBS journalist. 'They gave me a defective mic!' he
told reporters. '[I] wonder, was that on purpose?'" http://politi.co/2cRZYFM



-- "Giuliani: I'd skip next debates if I were Trump," by Matthew Nussbaum:
"Donald Trump should skip the next two debates unless he gets special guarantees
from the moderators, former New York mayor and top Trump adviser Rudy
Giuliani told reporters after the debate. 'If I were Donald Trump I wouldn't
participate in another debate unless I was promised that the journalist would act
like a journalist and not an incorrect, ignorant fact checker,' Giuliani said. 'The
moderator would have to promise that there would be a moderator and not a fact
checker and in two particular cases an enormously ignorant, completely
misinformed fact checker.'" http://politi.co/2cyiLEW

--@RosieGray: ".@JasonMillerinDC, asked several times by reporters, won't say if
Trump pays federal income taxes"

BY THE NUMBERS -- 18.6 million people engaged on Facebook creating 73.8
million likes, posts, comments and shares related to the debate.

CNN/ORC POLL -- "Post-debate poll: Hillary Clinton takes round one," by
CNN polling director Jennifer Agiesta: "Hillary Clinton was deemed the winner of
Monday night's debate by 62% of voters who tuned in to watch, while just 27% said
they thought Donald Trump had the better night, according to a CNN/ORC Poll of
voters who watched the debate ...

"Voters who watched said Clinton expressed her views more clearly than Trump
and had a better understanding of the issues by a margin of more than 2-to-1.
Clinton also was seen as having done a better job addressing concerns voters might
have about her potential presidency by a 57% to 35% margin, and as the stronger
leader by a 56% to 39% margin. The gap was smaller on which candidate appeared
more sincere and authentic, though still broke in Clinton's favor, with 53% saying
she was more sincere vs. 40% who felt Trump did better on that score. Trump
topped Clinton 56% to 33% as the debater who spent more time attacking their
opponent." http://cnn.it/2cHKPZQ

--@NateSilver538: "Clinton's 35-point win in the CNN post-debate poll is the 3rd
largest margin ever, after Romney-Obama I and Clinton-Bush 92 townhall."

LUNTZ'S FOCUS GROUP -- CLINTON WINS -- "Hillary Clinton came better
prepared for tonight's debate than any candidate in recent memory. She knew
when to attack and when to explain - and how to pace it all over 90 minutes.
Donald Trump started off great for the first few questions. He had an effective
refrain of slamming Clinton's '30 years' of nothing, which resonated particularly



well with independent voters. For the first 15-20 minutes, Trump's numbers
consistently went up whenever he railed against the current system and all its
problems. Trump talked a lot about problems. But Clinton talked about solutions.
...

"At the end of the night, Clinton moved the dials more with my group - 16 voters
declared her the debate winner, while five said Trump won. Focus group consisted
of 27 participants, all undecided voters from Pennsylvania. Pre-Debate: 10 leaned
toward Clinton, six leaned toward Trump, and 11 were neutral. Post-Debate: 13
leaned toward Clinton, five leaned toward Trump, and nine were neutral."

NEW ADS -- Priorities USA is up with a new TV swing-state ad called "My
Temperament" in Ohio, Florida, Nevada, Pennsylvania, Iowa, New Hampshire and
North Carolina. http://bit.ly/2dg6vtN ... Future45 -- a super PAC backed by the
Ricketts and Adelson families -- is rotating this new ad called "Bad Experience"
into its national TV buy http://bit.ly/2cyrrv1

HAPPENING TODAY -- Today is National Voter Registration Day. Hillary Clinton
is in Raleigh. Tim Kaine is in Miami, Lakeland and Orlando. Anne Holton is in
Detroit, Ann Arbor, Lansing and Grand Rapids. Bill Clinton is in Toledo and
Cleveland. Donald Trump is going to Melbourne, Florida, for an evening rally at
the Orlando Melbourne International Airport's AeroMod Hangar. Mike Pence's
event in Waukesha, Wisconsin, has been canceled.

EVENT TOMORROW -- Jake and Anna will sit down for a chat Wednesday
morning with theSkimm co-founders and co-CEOs Carly Zakin and Danielle
Weisberg at Twitter's D.C. office. October is National Women's Small Business
Month, and Zakin and Weisberg recently were named to Fortune's 40 under 40
list. Just this week, it became public that the New York Times invested in
theSkimm. Join us for breakfast, conversation and networking. Join in on the
conversation on Twitter at #POLITICOSkimm and send us a message at
politicoevents@politico.com to learn more.
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PHOTO DU JOUR: Violating the unofficial rule against presidents being seen wearing headgear,
President Barack Obama accepts a hat and blanket at the White House Tribal Nations Conference on
Monday. Obama wore the blanket as a song was played in his honor but took the hat off after just a
few moments. | AP Photo/Susan Walsh

HOW IT PLAYED -- Des Moines Register (banner headline under large banner
photo) "ROUND 1 TO CLINTON -- Several Iowa political experts say she showed
competence, but are unsure of impact" http://politi.co/2docO3M ... L.A. Times
(banner headline), "A TESTY OPENING ROUND -- Clinton and Trump engage
fiercely over their pasts and their plans" http://politi.co/2dovXlG ... Las Vegas
Review-Journal (banner headline), "FIRST-ROUND FIREWORKS"
http://politi.co/2czTfnR ... Arizona Republic (banner headline, with two pull
quotes) "ON THE OFFENSIVE" http://politi.co/2docVMK ... Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel (banner headline), "Clashing contenders ... Clinton, Trump trade harsh



attacks on records, temperament" http://politi.co/2dov64w ... Cincinnati
Enquirer (banner headline, with Trump quote about Clinton's emails, and Clinton
quote about Trump's comments on race), "GLOVES COME OFF IN FIRST
DEBATE" http://politi.co/2d00fIR

HUFFPOST banner, "ORANGE CRUSH: DON DEMOLISHED AT DEBATE" ...
Drudge, "Fire!" (an early banner featured a reader poll saying Trump won the
debate)

MEDIAWATCH -- "Lester Holt stays out of the way," by Hadas Gold: "Lester
Holt was on an island on Monday night. And for most of the first presidential
debate, he stayed there, letting the battleships of Hillary Clinton and Donald
Trump shoot their missiles at one another. It made for some memorable exchanges
between Trump and Clinton, matched in close-up on most networks. For some
debate watchers, that's what they want their moderators to do: say 'go' and let them
run. But it also left some gaps where viewers probably expected sharp questions.

"There was no probing of Trump's wall with Mexico, and vow to get the Mexicans
to pay for it, or the Republican nominee's ban on Muslims entering the country.
And he barely prodded Clinton to explain her private email server in a question so
gently worded that she was able to dispatch the issue with a few taut sentences.The
Clinton Foundation? Wasn't discussed; neither was the Benghazi attack. Few
moderators have faced such intense scrutiny in the days leading up to the debate as
Holt did, with Clinton's allies demanding he serve as a fact-checker and Trump's
backers insisting that he allow the candidates to have their say."
http://politi.co/2dyVlEm

-- "Donald Trump Says Lester Holt Did 'Great Job,' but Some Surrogates
Disagree," by WSJ's Reid Epstein in Hempstead: "'There were a few issues I felt
like he should have raised, like the Clinton Foundation, that were not raised,'
Alabama Sen. Jeff Sessions said. 'I would liked to have had a good discussion of
[immigration]. ... A good discussion of it would have been healthy.' ... 'I thought he
could have asked her more questions,' [New York GOP Rep. Peter] King said. 'If he
was going to ask Donald Trump about his taxes he certainly could have asked
Hillary Clinton about all the money she got from Wall Street and refuses to disclose
the speeches that she made. You know, you have the moderator you have and you
don't complain about it.'" http://on.wsj.com/2doqqvs

INSIDE THE CAMPAIGNS -- "The Myth Of 'Trump-Whisperer' Kellyanne



Conway," by BuzzFeed's McKay Coppins: "[A]s the race has narrowed, Conway
has emerged in the popular imagination of politicos and pundits as the deft handler
who's finally succeeded in domesticating Trump. ... Interviews this week with more
than half a dozen GOP sources close to the campaign suggest her 'Trump-
whisperer' status is more made-for-TV myth than reality. ... [T]he biggest factor
driving Conway's outsize public reputation is her omnipresence on television. She
spends far more time in front of the cameras than typical campaign managers do,
appearing constantly on cable news, network morning shows, and even Bill
Maher's HBO talk show Real Time ... Some have questioned whether it's possible
for her to effectively manage a national presidential campaign from a green room."
http://bzfd.it/2cZOsdn

****** A message from Chevron: For years, DOING in the US was mostly done
with oil and gas from someplace else. Today, an abundance of American energy is
making DOING here a lot more doable. And we're making sure there's enough
energy to keep America doing. Watch how: http://tinyurl.com/ztkkgu6 ******

BEYOND THE BELTWAY -- "Uprising activists: Charlotte mayor, police chief
should resign," by Charlotte Observer's Ann Doss Helms: "Local and state
activists called Monday for Police Chief Kerr Putney and Charlotte Mayor Jennifer
Roberts to resign, as the city's latest round of tension between police and the black
community moves into its second week. At a Monday news conference held by
Charlotte Uprising, a coalition that emerged during last week's protests, speakers
said both officials have failed to protect the city's African American and working
class citizens and withheld information about two fatal shootings last week."
http://bit.ly/2dcErt3

FIRST IN PLAYBOOK - New Hillary video: "Which version of Donald Trump
showed up at the debate?" http://bit.ly/2d5ISHg

-- Former Rep. Gabby Giffords and her husband Captain Mark Kelly on gun
violence in the first debate: "Donald Trump paid lip service to gun safety, which is
no surprise because it's this year's political high ground. However, we know he
supports the gun lobby's efforts to protect loopholes that let criminals get guns.
That's dangerous, and it puts our communities at risk. Hillary, on the other hand,
was passionate and forceful in her support of stronger gun laws that save lives."
The statement comes as they are launching a 14-state "Vocal Majority Tour" to try
and make the 2016 election a referendum on gun safety.



FUTURECAST - "Uber is researching a new vertical-takeoff ride offering that
flies you around," by Re/code's Kara Swisher: "[T]he fast-growing ride-sharing
company [is] seriously looking at a new form of transportation to offer its
customers: Short-haul flying in cities. The technology is called VTOL - which
stands for vertical takeoff and landing. Simply put, VTOL is an aircraft that can
hover, take off and land vertically, which would also describe a helicopter. But,
unlike the typical helicopter, these planes have multiple rotors, could have fixed
wings and perhaps eventually would use batteries and be more silent. In time, like
cars, such aircraft would be autonomous." http://on.recode.net/2cRVjDT

VALLEY WATCH -- "Disney Considers Offer for Twitter: Sale process in early
stages and follows announcement of Twitter talks with Salesforce," by WSJ's Dana
Cimilluca, Joann Lublin and Erich Schwartzel: "Twitter, with a stock-market value
of about $20 billion, has also held preliminary talks with Salesforce.com Inc. ... The
sale process is in early stages and it is far from guaranteed that anyone will end up
buying Twitter." http://on.wsj.com/2cypu1E
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SPOTTED at the debate, per pooler Zeke Miller: "Mark Cuban (who appears to be
seated in the front row), Dan Malloy, Jesse Jackson, Andrew Cuomo and Sandra
Lee, Reince and Sally Priebus, Donna Brazile, Don King, Rudy Giuliani in
conversation with Sheldon Adelson ... Mike Flynn, One of the Baldwin brothers
with a Trump button, Bill de Blasio, Ray Washbourne, Several members of the NY
delegation taking a selfie, Charles Rangel calling out to Don King 'welcome home,
welcome home, we missed you.' ... Mike Pence sitting up front"

2016 PLAYERS -- "How a Young Campaign Staffer Battling Stage 4 Cancer
Helped Hillary Clinton Decide Her VP," by People's Sandra Sobieraj Westfall:
"When Hillary Clinton and Tim Kaine talked with PEOPLE about their budding
partnership, one mysterious bit in the interview stood out: 'Some of my staffers,'
the senator from Virginia said to Clinton softly, 'we have been through some



challenging times, and you have taken good care of them.' Enter Tyrone Gayle.
Because the 'some of my staffers' turns out to be Gayle - and the 'some challenging
times' is Gayle's life-and-death battle with Stage 4 colon cancer. Gayle, 28, was just
about marking his one-year anniversary as a domestic-policy spokesman at
Clinton's Brooklyn, New York, campaign headquarters last March when the
diagnosis upended his world." http://bit.ly/2d5OTDY

HOT DOC -- WELCOME TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD! -- Rep. Mark DeSaulnier
(D-Calif.) bought a new condo on North Carolina Avenue, SE. He picked up the
studio apartment in September for $252,000, according to D.C. property records.
DeSaulnier was elected for the first time in 2014. He replaced longtime California
Democrat George Miller, and he represents a heavily Democratic district in the
East Bay.

TV TONIGHT - PBS' "The Contenders: 16 for '16" tonight looks at reasons why
Michael Dukakis and Mitt Romney lost their chance at the presidency, in an
episode called "The Technocrats". "Was it Dukakis' goofy grin in the seat of a war
machine or, perhaps, Romney's failure to follow in his father's footsteps as a
proponent of Civil Rights?" Preview clips http://bit.ly/2dgsnZD ...
http://bit.ly/2dosXWe

TRANSITIONS -- "Bill Corr and Kristi Martin Join Waxman Strategies": "Corr
comes to Waxman with decades of experience in health policy work, most recently
as Deputy Secretary of HHS. ... Kristi Martin has left her post as a Senior Advisor
in the Office of Health Reform at HHS to serve as Vice President at Waxman."
http://politi.co/2d687YC

BIRTHDAYS : Juleanna Glover (hat tips: Becca, Pepper) ... DNC Chair Debbie
Wasserman Schultz is 5-0 ... Politico's Tony Romm ... Lucy McCalmont,
coordinating producer at the Sports Tribune ... New America Foundation head
Anne-Marie Slaughter ... Carl Woog, director of strategic comms at NSC and a DoD
and Ash Carter alum and the pride of Phoenix ... Megan Grant, VP for strategic
comms at Glover Park Group and a CNN alum ... Jeff Birnbaum, president of BGR
Public Relations and longtime D.C. journalist, is 6-0 ... Brian Killheffer, the king of
Delaware, is 35 ... ex-CAPer Christina DiPasquale (h/t DJW) ... LaVerne Alexander,
COS to Rep. Donald Payne (h/t Jamie Oh) ... David Ratcliff (h/t Jon Haber) ...
Meridith McGraw of ABC News (h/t Natalie Boyse) ... Will Bredderman ... Marcus
Sebastian Mason, senior partner of the Madison Group (h/t Robb Watters) ...
Caitlyn "Oh Word?" Schneeweiss ... Christina DiPasquale, founder and CEO of



Balestra Media ...

... Ed Niles, lead media strategist at BlueLabs and a DCCC alum ... Deloitte's Alexa
Wertman is 26 ... AP's Pablo Gorondi ... Sara Chieffo of the League of Conservation
Voters ... Concetta Cantelmo of Budd Lake, N.J. ... Martin D. Franks, who served in
the Carter administration before becoming the longtime head of lobbying (and
many other things) for CBS Corporation ... WJLA alum Tim Traylor ... Charles
Percy ... Rene Carbone Bardorf, chief comms officer at National Defense Industrial
Association ... Earl Plante is 44 ... Georgi Tsakonis is 61 ... Sean Miller ... NBC
News' Matthew Vann ... PwC's Scott Moshier is 31 ... former Rep. Ed Case (D-HI) is
64 ... Geoff Burgan, DWS' press secretary ... Michelle Carrier ... Kathy Heinan ...
Abby Curran (h/ts Teresa Vilmain) ... Shaun Cassidy is 58 ... comedian Marc
Maron is 53 ... Gwyneth Paltrow is 44 ... Lil' Wayne is 34 ... singer Avril Lavigne is
32 (h/ts AP)

****** A message from Chevron: For years, DOING in the US was mostly done
with oil and gas from someplace else. Today, an abundance of American energy is
making DOING here a lot more doable. And we're making sure there's enough
energy to keep America doing. Watch how: http://tinyurl.com/ztkkgu6 ******
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DRIVING THE DAY

 

Good morning from Hempstead, New York. The general consensus is this:
Donald Trump didn't throw up on his shoes. But Hillary Clinton had the far better
night in their first 90-minute (it actually lasted 95 minutes) matchup here at
Hofstra University on Long Island. Clinton mostly kept her cool -- as did Trump for
the first portion of the evening. Trump ended up citing Sid Blumenthal, Rosie
O'Donnell and referring viewers to Sean Hannity to vouch for his opposition to the

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)



Iraq War. The pre-debate buzz among reporters here was that Trump left himself
the option to come to the spin room, but would only show up if he needed to
change the narrative. He came to the spin room, and then spoke to Hannity live
from the press filing center. Maggie Haberman (@maggieNYT) pointed out that
"she can't remember last time, if ever, a general election candidate went to the spin
room." Not a good sign for Trump.

LAST NIGHT Hillary Clinton ended the debate by saying, "And one of the worst
things he said was about a woman in a beauty contest. He loves beauty contests,
supporting them and hanging around them. And he called this woman Ms. Piggy.
Then he called her Ms. Housekeeping, because she was Latina. Donald, she has a
name...Her name is Alicia Machado and she has become a U.S. citizen, and you can
bet she's going to vote this November."

THIS MORNING Donald Trump went on "Fox and Friends" and said Machado was
"the worst" contestant they had and chided her for gaining weight. "She was
impossible...She was the winner and you know she gained a massive amount of
weight and it was a real problem...This was many years ago, and [Clinton] found
the girl and talked about her like she was Mother Teresa and it wasn't quite that
way, but that's okay. Hillary has to do what she has to do." Video clip
http://bit.ly/2cA06xi (h/t Alex Burns)

--WHAT'S NEXT : The next presidential debate -- in St. Louis on Oct. 9 -- gives
Trump an opportunity to bounce back. Remember: Mitt Romney trounced Barack
Obama in the first debate. But the second event, which will be held at Wash. U., is a
town hall, which brings its own challenges for both candidates. Clinton mostly
skated on some of Trump's signature attacks: Benghazi, her private email server,
the FBI investigation, immigration and the Clinton Foundation. Trump is certain
to hammer away on those issues in the coming weeks, and try to inject them into
the conversation in Missouri. The vice presidential debate is in Farmville, Virginia,
on Oct. 4 -- one week from today.

WHAT TO WATCH FOR: How the down-ballot candidates react. Top Republican
operatives running Senate and House races say they weren't thrilled, but they don't
know that Trump's bad night moves the needle. The early take is that Trump was
stable for the first 30 minutes, which gives Republicans hope that any negative
impact will be limited.

42 DAYS until Election Day. The government shuts down Friday.



THE NARRATIVE -- "Clinton set the trap and Trump walked in: The Democrat
dominated the debate. Will it matter?" by Eli Stokols: "'Donald was very fortunate
in his life, and that's all to his benefit,' Clinton started. 'He started his business with
$14 million, borrowed from his father, and he really believes that the more you
help wealthy people, the better off we'll be and that everything will work out from
there.' Trump quickly dismissed Clinton's characterization, saying he received 'a
very small loan' that he turned into a company valued, he claimed, in the billions. 'I
say that only because that's the kind of thinking that our country needs.' In the
moment, he seemed calm-but from that point forward he was anything but. 'She
mind-screwed him from the beginning by mentioning the loan from his father,'
said Rob Stutzman, a GOP operative in California. 'That was brilliant psychological
warfare on her part. He slowly unwound from there, culminating in borderline
incoherency over the final 30 minutes.'" http://politi.co/2cynqH0

JMART and PAT HEALY on A1 of the NYT, "CANDIDATES PRESS POINTED
ATTACKS IN ACERBIC DEBATE -- Trump Raps Clinton on Trade and Email --
She Counters on His Fitness": "In a relentlessly antagonistic debate, Donald J.
Trump and Hillary Clinton clashed over trade, the Iraq war, his refusal to release
his tax returns and her use of a private email server, with Mr. Trump frequently
showing impatience and political inexperience as Mrs. Clinton pushed him to
defend his past denigration of women and President Obama. Mr. Trump repeatedly
interrupted Mrs. Clinton and at times talked over her throughout the 90-minute
debate, making slashing attacks that surely pleased his Republican base but may
have been off-putting to women and undecided voters. He also left unchallenged
her assertion that he paid no federal taxes for years." http://nyti.ms/2cyicen ... A1
PDF http://nyti.ms/2cZMY2O

--WaPo leadall by Phil Rucker and Anne Gearan: "Donald Trump unrelentingly
blamed the nation's chronic problems on 'typical politician' Hillary Clinton, yet he
found himself mostly on the defensive in their first debate here Monday night as
she denounced him for racial insensitivity, hiding potential conflicts of interest and
'stiffing' those who helped build his business empire ... Trump ... spent much of the
evening explaining himself - over his temperament, treatment of women and
minorities, business practices and readiness to be commander in chief, as well as
over his long perpetuation of a falsehood about Barack Obama's birthplace to
delegitimize his presidency. 'He has a long record of engaging in racist behavior,
and the birther lie was a very hurtful one,' said Clinton ... 'Barack Obama is a man
of great dignity, and I could tell how much it bothered him and annoyed him that



this was being touted and used against him.' Trump, who earlier this month at last
acknowledged Obama's birth in Hawaii, replied by invoking Clinton's 2008 rivalry
with Obama: 'When you try to act holier than thou, it really doesn't work.'"
http://wapo.st/2dokMt5

FOR REFERENCE -- The full transcript http://politi.co/2doh9Dw

GOTHAM WATCH -- N.Y. Post (with photo of a grimacing Trump): "DON, NOT
OUT -- Brawler Trump survives debate" http://nyp.st/2czNBSK ... N.Y. Daily
News (with large Clinton photo, and a grimacing Trump): "FACE OF THE
NATION -- Hillary's look says it all as Trump buries himself in bumbling blather"
http://nydn.us/2czNfvr

****** A message from Chevron: For years, DOING in the US was mostly done
with oil and gas from someplace else. Today, an abundance of American energy is
making DOING here a lot more doable. And we're making sure there's enough
energy to keep America doing. Watch how: http://tinyurl.com/jxtag4t ******

GLENN THRUSH's "OFF MESSAGE" -- "5 takeaways from the first
presidential debate: Clinton hits him where it hurts, and Trump's boorish
reaction hands her a win": " Trump was wimpy on defense. Trump is supposed
to be the big meanie but it was Clinton who hit him where it hurt most ... What
about the Clinton Foundation? The former secretary's debate team ... expected
him to savage her on the various questions raised about her family's foundation.
They were worried about it. While he hammered her ever-so-briefly on emails, he
was so engaged in self-justification, he flat-out forgot to pursue an attack that could
have made the night a lot less lousy. His '30 years' attack worked - and he'll use
it again ... [T]here were a few gold nuggets strewn in the wreckage of Hofstra - the
most valuable an assault (demonstrable and fact-checker-friendly) on Clinton's
effectiveness in 25-plus years of public life ...

"Clinton effectively attacked his business career ... Clinton plucked the strains
of what could be a genuine crossover hit this fall among ever-elusive white
working-class voters and independents: Trump's failure to turn over his tax
returns. Clinton went there with a vengeance - engaging in a little Trump-esque
fact-free speculation about the motives of the billionaire developer-turned-reality
TV star ... Her most effective attack - and his worst answer. If the GOP
nominee needed any more proof that preparation trumps bombast in a general
election debate, he got it when Clinton launched a merciless attack on his habit of



stiffing contractors who have labored on his construction projects over the years."
http://politi.co/2czumZu

--@realDonaldTrump : "Nothing on emails. Nothing on the corrupt Clinton
Foundation. And nothing on #Benghazi. #Debates2016 #debatenight ... Wow, did
great in the debate polls (except for @CNN - which I don't watch). Thank you! ...
@newtgingrich just said 'a historic victory for Trump.' NICE! ...
@DRUDGE_REPORT's First Presidential Debate Poll: Trump: 80% Clinton: 20%
Join the MOVEMENT today & lets #MAGA! http://www.DonaldJTrump.com"

TEXT FROM TRUMP -- "Tonight's WIN is for hard-working Americans like YOU.
Let's keep pushing. Our movement must finish strong. Fund our POST DEBATE
RESPONSE ->" www.bit.ly/2dns1C9

BEHIND THE SCENES: The CLINTON campaign set http://politi.co/2cH2QaJ ...
The TRUMP campaign set http://politi.co/2cYTcjB ... Pins in the Anheuser-Busch
tent http://politi.co/2dfJOJH ... The bar in the Anheuser-Busch tent, which served
beer and food throughout the debate http://bit.ly/2cxPEBI ... Don King gaggling
on behalf of Donald Trump http://bit.ly/2dfoQak ... House Homeland Security
Chairman Mike McCaul (R-Texas) huddling with retired Lt. Gen Michael Flynn
http://bit.ly/2cygNVh ... Megyn Kelly doing a post-debate standup from the media
filing tent http://bit.ly/2dg4Ioj ... Clinton spokesman Brian Fallon's much buzzed-
about festive coat http://bit.ly/2d2QBs8

SPOTTED : Bob Barnett talking to Corey Lewandowski in the Anheuser-Busch tent
... Reps. Marsha Blackburn (R-Tenn.), Paul Tonko (D-N.Y.), Chris Collins (R-N.Y.),
Xavier Becerra (D-Calif.), Cedric Richmond (D-La.), Joe Crowley (D-N.Y.), Charlie
Rangel (D-N.Y.), Eliot Engel (D-N.Y.), Mike Kelly (R-Pa.) and Steve Israel (D-N.Y.)
all at Hofstra for the main event ... Don King waving an Israeli flag ... Rick Lazio at
the Long Island Marriott ... Sheldon Adelson pulling up close to the debate hall in a
stretch limo... Trump supporters Woody Johnson, Ray Washburne, David Tamasi
and Rick Hohlt ... Rev. Jesse Jackson, Vernon Jordan, Jay Dunn, David Jones, Al
Mottur, Peter O'Keefe, J.B. Pritzker, Gene Karpinski of the League of Conservation
Voters, Google's Eric Schmidt ... Scott Brown!

BLAME GAME -- "Trump: My mic was 'defective'," by Yousef Saba: "[Donald]
Trump complained in the spin room that his debate mic wasn't working right,
according to a video posted by a CBS journalist. 'They gave me a defective mic!' he
told reporters. '[I] wonder, was that on purpose?'" http://politi.co/2cRZYFM



-- "Giuliani: I'd skip next debates if I were Trump," by Matthew Nussbaum:
"Donald Trump should skip the next two debates unless he gets special guarantees
from the moderators, former New York mayor and top Trump adviser Rudy
Giuliani told reporters after the debate. 'If I were Donald Trump I wouldn't
participate in another debate unless I was promised that the journalist would act
like a journalist and not an incorrect, ignorant fact checker,' Giuliani said. 'The
moderator would have to promise that there would be a moderator and not a fact
checker and in two particular cases an enormously ignorant, completely
misinformed fact checker.'" http://politi.co/2cyiLEW

--@RosieGray: ".@JasonMillerinDC, asked several times by reporters, won't say if
Trump pays federal income taxes"

BY THE NUMBERS -- 18.6 million people engaged on Facebook creating 73.8
million likes, posts, comments and shares related to the debate.

CNN/ORC POLL -- "Post-debate poll: Hillary Clinton takes round one," by
CNN polling director Jennifer Agiesta: "Hillary Clinton was deemed the winner of
Monday night's debate by 62% of voters who tuned in to watch, while just 27% said
they thought Donald Trump had the better night, according to a CNN/ORC Poll of
voters who watched the debate ...

"Voters who watched said Clinton expressed her views more clearly than Trump
and had a better understanding of the issues by a margin of more than 2-to-1.
Clinton also was seen as having done a better job addressing concerns voters might
have about her potential presidency by a 57% to 35% margin, and as the stronger
leader by a 56% to 39% margin. The gap was smaller on which candidate appeared
more sincere and authentic, though still broke in Clinton's favor, with 53% saying
she was more sincere vs. 40% who felt Trump did better on that score. Trump
topped Clinton 56% to 33% as the debater who spent more time attacking their
opponent." http://cnn.it/2cHKPZQ

--@NateSilver538: "Clinton's 35-point win in the CNN post-debate poll is the 3rd
largest margin ever, after Romney-Obama I and Clinton-Bush 92 townhall."

LUNTZ'S FOCUS GROUP -- CLINTON WINS -- "Hillary Clinton came better
prepared for tonight's debate than any candidate in recent memory. She knew
when to attack and when to explain - and how to pace it all over 90 minutes.
Donald Trump started off great for the first few questions. He had an effective
refrain of slamming Clinton's '30 years' of nothing, which resonated particularly



well with independent voters. For the first 15-20 minutes, Trump's numbers
consistently went up whenever he railed against the current system and all its
problems. Trump talked a lot about problems. But Clinton talked about solutions.
...

"At the end of the night, Clinton moved the dials more with my group - 16 voters
declared her the debate winner, while five said Trump won. Focus group consisted
of 27 participants, all undecided voters from Pennsylvania. Pre-Debate: 10 leaned
toward Clinton, six leaned toward Trump, and 11 were neutral. Post-Debate: 13
leaned toward Clinton, five leaned toward Trump, and nine were neutral."

NEW ADS -- Priorities USA is up with a new TV swing-state ad called "My
Temperament" in Ohio, Florida, Nevada, Pennsylvania, Iowa, New Hampshire and
North Carolina. http://bit.ly/2dg6vtN ... Future45 -- a super PAC backed by the
Ricketts and Adelson families -- is rotating this new ad called "Bad Experience"
into its national TV buy http://bit.ly/2cyrrv1

HAPPENING TODAY -- Today is National Voter Registration Day. Hillary Clinton
is in Raleigh. Tim Kaine is in Miami, Lakeland and Orlando. Anne Holton is in
Detroit, Ann Arbor, Lansing and Grand Rapids. Bill Clinton is in Toledo and
Cleveland. Donald Trump is going to Melbourne, Florida, for an evening rally at
the Orlando Melbourne International Airport's AeroMod Hangar. Mike Pence's
event in Waukesha, Wisconsin, has been canceled.

EVENT TOMORROW -- Jake and Anna will sit down for a chat Wednesday
morning with theSkimm co-founders and co-CEOs Carly Zakin and Danielle
Weisberg at Twitter's D.C. office. October is National Women's Small Business
Month, and Zakin and Weisberg recently were named to Fortune's 40 under 40
list. Just this week, it became public that the New York Times invested in
theSkimm. Join us for breakfast, conversation and networking. Join in on the
conversation on Twitter at #POLITICOSkimm and send us a message at
politicoevents@politico.com to learn more.



160927_playbook_ap_700.jpg

PHOTO DU JOUR: Violating the unofficial rule against presidents being seen wearing headgear,
President Barack Obama accepts a hat and blanket at the White House Tribal Nations Conference on
Monday. Obama wore the blanket as a song was played in his honor but took the hat off after just a
few moments. | AP Photo/Susan Walsh

HOW IT PLAYED -- Des Moines Register (banner headline under large banner
photo) "ROUND 1 TO CLINTON -- Several Iowa political experts say she showed
competence, but are unsure of impact" http://politi.co/2docO3M ... L.A. Times
(banner headline), "A TESTY OPENING ROUND -- Clinton and Trump engage
fiercely over their pasts and their plans" http://politi.co/2dovXlG ... Las Vegas
Review-Journal (banner headline), "FIRST-ROUND FIREWORKS"
http://politi.co/2czTfnR ... Arizona Republic (banner headline, with two pull
quotes) "ON THE OFFENSIVE" http://politi.co/2docVMK ... Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel (banner headline), "Clashing contenders ... Clinton, Trump trade harsh



attacks on records, temperament" http://politi.co/2dov64w ... Cincinnati
Enquirer (banner headline, with Trump quote about Clinton's emails, and Clinton
quote about Trump's comments on race), "GLOVES COME OFF IN FIRST
DEBATE" http://politi.co/2d00fIR

HUFFPOST banner, "ORANGE CRUSH: DON DEMOLISHED AT DEBATE" ...
Drudge, "Fire!" (an early banner featured a reader poll saying Trump won the
debate)

MEDIAWATCH -- "Lester Holt stays out of the way," by Hadas Gold: "Lester
Holt was on an island on Monday night. And for most of the first presidential
debate, he stayed there, letting the battleships of Hillary Clinton and Donald
Trump shoot their missiles at one another. It made for some memorable exchanges
between Trump and Clinton, matched in close-up on most networks. For some
debate watchers, that's what they want their moderators to do: say 'go' and let them
run. But it also left some gaps where viewers probably expected sharp questions.

"There was no probing of Trump's wall with Mexico, and vow to get the Mexicans
to pay for it, or the Republican nominee's ban on Muslims entering the country.
And he barely prodded Clinton to explain her private email server in a question so
gently worded that she was able to dispatch the issue with a few taut sentences.The
Clinton Foundation? Wasn't discussed; neither was the Benghazi attack. Few
moderators have faced such intense scrutiny in the days leading up to the debate as
Holt did, with Clinton's allies demanding he serve as a fact-checker and Trump's
backers insisting that he allow the candidates to have their say."
http://politi.co/2dyVlEm

-- "Donald Trump Says Lester Holt Did 'Great Job,' but Some Surrogates
Disagree," by WSJ's Reid Epstein in Hempstead: "'There were a few issues I felt
like he should have raised, like the Clinton Foundation, that were not raised,'
Alabama Sen. Jeff Sessions said. 'I would liked to have had a good discussion of
[immigration]. ... A good discussion of it would have been healthy.' ... 'I thought he
could have asked her more questions,' [New York GOP Rep. Peter] King said. 'If he
was going to ask Donald Trump about his taxes he certainly could have asked
Hillary Clinton about all the money she got from Wall Street and refuses to disclose
the speeches that she made. You know, you have the moderator you have and you
don't complain about it.'" http://on.wsj.com/2doqqvs

INSIDE THE CAMPAIGNS -- "The Myth Of 'Trump-Whisperer' Kellyanne



Conway," by BuzzFeed's McKay Coppins: "[A]s the race has narrowed, Conway
has emerged in the popular imagination of politicos and pundits as the deft handler
who's finally succeeded in domesticating Trump. ... Interviews this week with more
than half a dozen GOP sources close to the campaign suggest her 'Trump-
whisperer' status is more made-for-TV myth than reality. ... [T]he biggest factor
driving Conway's outsize public reputation is her omnipresence on television. She
spends far more time in front of the cameras than typical campaign managers do,
appearing constantly on cable news, network morning shows, and even Bill
Maher's HBO talk show Real Time ... Some have questioned whether it's possible
for her to effectively manage a national presidential campaign from a green room."
http://bzfd.it/2cZOsdn

****** A message from Chevron: For years, DOING in the US was mostly done
with oil and gas from someplace else. Today, an abundance of American energy is
making DOING here a lot more doable. And we're making sure there's enough
energy to keep America doing. Watch how: http://tinyurl.com/ztkkgu6 ******

BEYOND THE BELTWAY -- "Uprising activists: Charlotte mayor, police chief
should resign," by Charlotte Observer's Ann Doss Helms: "Local and state
activists called Monday for Police Chief Kerr Putney and Charlotte Mayor Jennifer
Roberts to resign, as the city's latest round of tension between police and the black
community moves into its second week. At a Monday news conference held by
Charlotte Uprising, a coalition that emerged during last week's protests, speakers
said both officials have failed to protect the city's African American and working
class citizens and withheld information about two fatal shootings last week."
http://bit.ly/2dcErt3

FIRST IN PLAYBOOK - New Hillary video: "Which version of Donald Trump
showed up at the debate?" http://bit.ly/2d5ISHg

-- Former Rep. Gabby Giffords and her husband Captain Mark Kelly on gun
violence in the first debate: "Donald Trump paid lip service to gun safety, which is
no surprise because it's this year's political high ground. However, we know he
supports the gun lobby's efforts to protect loopholes that let criminals get guns.
That's dangerous, and it puts our communities at risk. Hillary, on the other hand,
was passionate and forceful in her support of stronger gun laws that save lives."
The statement comes as they are launching a 14-state "Vocal Majority Tour" to try
and make the 2016 election a referendum on gun safety.



FUTURECAST - "Uber is researching a new vertical-takeoff ride offering that
flies you around," by Re/code's Kara Swisher: "[T]he fast-growing ride-sharing
company [is] seriously looking at a new form of transportation to offer its
customers: Short-haul flying in cities. The technology is called VTOL - which
stands for vertical takeoff and landing. Simply put, VTOL is an aircraft that can
hover, take off and land vertically, which would also describe a helicopter. But,
unlike the typical helicopter, these planes have multiple rotors, could have fixed
wings and perhaps eventually would use batteries and be more silent. In time, like
cars, such aircraft would be autonomous." http://on.recode.net/2cRVjDT

VALLEY WATCH -- "Disney Considers Offer for Twitter: Sale process in early
stages and follows announcement of Twitter talks with Salesforce," by WSJ's Dana
Cimilluca, Joann Lublin and Erich Schwartzel: "Twitter, with a stock-market value
of about $20 billion, has also held preliminary talks with Salesforce.com Inc. ... The
sale process is in early stages and it is far from guaranteed that anyone will end up
buying Twitter." http://on.wsj.com/2cypu1E
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SPOTTED at the debate, per pooler Zeke Miller: "Mark Cuban (who appears to be
seated in the front row), Dan Malloy, Jesse Jackson, Andrew Cuomo and Sandra
Lee, Reince and Sally Priebus, Donna Brazile, Don King, Rudy Giuliani in
conversation with Sheldon Adelson ... Mike Flynn, One of the Baldwin brothers
with a Trump button, Bill de Blasio, Ray Washbourne, Several members of the NY
delegation taking a selfie, Charles Rangel calling out to Don King 'welcome home,
welcome home, we missed you.' ... Mike Pence sitting up front"

2016 PLAYERS -- "How a Young Campaign Staffer Battling Stage 4 Cancer
Helped Hillary Clinton Decide Her VP," by People's Sandra Sobieraj Westfall:
"When Hillary Clinton and Tim Kaine talked with PEOPLE about their budding
partnership, one mysterious bit in the interview stood out: 'Some of my staffers,'
the senator from Virginia said to Clinton softly, 'we have been through some



challenging times, and you have taken good care of them.' Enter Tyrone Gayle.
Because the 'some of my staffers' turns out to be Gayle - and the 'some challenging
times' is Gayle's life-and-death battle with Stage 4 colon cancer. Gayle, 28, was just
about marking his one-year anniversary as a domestic-policy spokesman at
Clinton's Brooklyn, New York, campaign headquarters last March when the
diagnosis upended his world." http://bit.ly/2d5OTDY

HOT DOC -- WELCOME TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD! -- Rep. Mark DeSaulnier
(D-Calif.) bought a new condo on North Carolina Avenue, SE. He picked up the
studio apartment in September for $252,000, according to D.C. property records.
DeSaulnier was elected for the first time in 2014. He replaced longtime California
Democrat George Miller, and he represents a heavily Democratic district in the
East Bay.

TV TONIGHT - PBS' "The Contenders: 16 for '16" tonight looks at reasons why
Michael Dukakis and Mitt Romney lost their chance at the presidency, in an
episode called "The Technocrats". "Was it Dukakis' goofy grin in the seat of a war
machine or, perhaps, Romney's failure to follow in his father's footsteps as a
proponent of Civil Rights?" Preview clips http://bit.ly/2dgsnZD ...
http://bit.ly/2dosXWe

TRANSITIONS -- "Bill Corr and Kristi Martin Join Waxman Strategies": "Corr
comes to Waxman with decades of experience in health policy work, most recently
as Deputy Secretary of HHS. ... Kristi Martin has left her post as a Senior Advisor
in the Office of Health Reform at HHS to serve as Vice President at Waxman."
http://politi.co/2d687YC

BIRTHDAYS : Juleanna Glover (hat tips: Becca, Pepper) ... DNC Chair Debbie
Wasserman Schultz is 5-0 ... Politico's Tony Romm ... Lucy McCalmont,
coordinating producer at the Sports Tribune ... New America Foundation head
Anne-Marie Slaughter ... Carl Woog, director of strategic comms at NSC and a DoD
and Ash Carter alum and the pride of Phoenix ... Megan Grant, VP for strategic
comms at Glover Park Group and a CNN alum ... Jeff Birnbaum, president of BGR
Public Relations and longtime D.C. journalist, is 6-0 ... Brian Killheffer, the king of
Delaware, is 35 ... ex-CAPer Christina DiPasquale (h/t DJW) ... LaVerne Alexander,
COS to Rep. Donald Payne (h/t Jamie Oh) ... David Ratcliff (h/t Jon Haber) ...
Meridith McGraw of ABC News (h/t Natalie Boyse) ... Will Bredderman ... Marcus
Sebastian Mason, senior partner of the Madison Group (h/t Robb Watters) ...
Caitlyn "Oh Word?" Schneeweiss ... Christina DiPasquale, founder and CEO of



Balestra Media ...

... Ed Niles, lead media strategist at BlueLabs and a DCCC alum ... Deloitte's Alexa
Wertman is 26 ... AP's Pablo Gorondi ... Sara Chieffo of the League of Conservation
Voters ... Concetta Cantelmo of Budd Lake, N.J. ... Martin D. Franks, who served in
the Carter administration before becoming the longtime head of lobbying (and
many other things) for CBS Corporation ... WJLA alum Tim Traylor ... Charles
Percy ... Rene Carbone Bardorf, chief comms officer at National Defense Industrial
Association ... Earl Plante is 44 ... Georgi Tsakonis is 61 ... Sean Miller ... NBC
News' Matthew Vann ... PwC's Scott Moshier is 31 ... former Rep. Ed Case (D-HI) is
64 ... Geoff Burgan, DWS' press secretary ... Michelle Carrier ... Kathy Heinan ...
Abby Curran (h/ts Teresa Vilmain) ... Shaun Cassidy is 58 ... comedian Marc
Maron is 53 ... Gwyneth Paltrow is 44 ... Lil' Wayne is 34 ... singer Avril Lavigne is
32 (h/ts AP)

****** A message from Chevron: For years, DOING in the US was mostly done
with oil and gas from someplace else. Today, an abundance of American energy is
making DOING here a lot more doable. And we're making sure there's enough
energy to keep America doing. Watch how: http://tinyurl.com/ztkkgu6 ******
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Event Time: Friday, September 30, 2016 at 5:00 PM

Suburban Collection Showplace

46100 Grand River Avenue

Novi, MI 48374

General Information: No posters, banners, or signs may be brought
into the event. There is no dress code. No professional cameras with
a detachable lens are permitted. No tripods, monopods, selfie sticks,
or GoPros. ID is not required for entry. For further questions, please
email events@donaldtrump.com
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From: Trump Team New Mexico
To:
Subject: Your time to help
Date: Saturday, October 1, 2016 3:40:04 PM

Dear Fellow New Mexican,

After Tuesday’s debate the polls clearly showed that America wants Mr. Trump as the next President of
the United States. New Mexico is doing their part, but we can do more.

Our campaign has rolled out a new tool that allows supporters like you to volunteer with maximum effect.
Join Trump Talk, our easy-to-use calling system, to make calls right from your own home!

(click here to create a Trump Talk account and start calling now)

This is your chance to make your mark on this historic election. Let's Make America Great Again!

Sincerely,
Todd Johnson
New Mexico State Director

Text "Trump" to 88022 for text updates
Sign up for emails and volunteer at: http://www.donaldjtrump.com
‘Like’ us on Facebook at: http://www.facebook.com/NM4Trump
Ask your friends to join Trump Talk at: https://talk.donaldjtrump.com
Download the "America First" app on Android or iPhone

Paid for by Donald J. Trump for President, Inc. 

This email was sent to . To stop receiving emails, click here. 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)



From: Trump Team New Mexico
To:
Subject: Now is Your Time to Help!!!
Date: Tuesday, October 4, 2016 11:44:38 AM

 -- 

New Mexico is making a huge impact on the presidential race. However, now we need New Mexicans to
deliver in strength to battleground states. That's where you can make the biggest impact.

Here are the ways you can get involved:

Click here to sign up for deployments and volunteering
Click here to get started using Trump Talk to call battleground states immediately.

Need Trump Talk Training?

Trump Talk training sessions will be held once a week, every Friday at 1:00pm Eastern Time. The call-in
information is as follows:

Dial In: 609-318-5900, Code: 706-759-577#
Web Link: https://join.me/bridgetree16

Please share the call-in information with other volunteers that you think would benefit from this or are
looking for some extra help to learn how to use Trump Talk.

Making a small contribution of 25 calls a day makes a difference. If we work together to win, we will take
back our country and Make America Great Again!

Onward to victory!

Todd Johnson
New Mexico State Director
Trump for President
C: 615-294-9022
tjohnson@donaldtrump.com

P.S.

Text "Trump" to 88022 for text updates

Sign up for emails and volunteer at: http://www.donaldjtrump.com

‘Like’ us on Facebook at: http://www.facebook.com/NM4Trump

Ask your friends to join Trump Talk at: https://talk.donaldjtrump.com

Download the "America First" app on Android or iPhone: https://www.donaldjtrump.com/app

Paid for by Donald J. Trump for President, Inc. 
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From:
To:
Subject: RE: Trump-Catholic Vote
Date: Friday, October 7, 2016 6:36:04 AM

Yes, we do!!
 
I hope all is well.
 
Love,

 
.
 
From:  
Sent: Thursday, October 06, 2016 9:01 PM
To:  

Subject: Fwd: Trump-Catholic Vote
 
Hi all,
 
Anyone recognize the name of number 13 on the list? 
 

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: 
Date: October 6, 2016 at 10:17:39 AM EDT
To: 
Subject: Trump-Catholic Vote
Reply-To: 

Thought you would find interesting--
I spoke with  this AM. As you know, he recently accepted a position on
Trump's Catholic Advisory Group. There are 30 members from diverse
backgrounds, all sharing a common faith. I've attached a link below.

A fellow member penned the article below, and I think offers a good perspective
for those who are struggling with the Presidential candidates. 
*As a side note - after meeting with Trump,  said he was very impressed
with his focus and commitment to do the right things, stating "It's about the
Supreme Court".
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defending religious freedom as the first freedom and the right to life as the first
right. I have stood at the intersection of faith and culture for  decades in both
ministry and activism. 

I am a Catholic Christian seeking to apply the principles of the Social teaching of
my Church to my political, economic and social participation. I am also a
clergyman, ordained as a Catholic Deacon twenty years ago. I am trying to live
my faith in the real world and apply my theological training to my daily life in
that real world. Though I respect the Academy, I believe this teaching must move
beyond the Academy f it is to bear real and lasting fruit.   

Though I am a convinced Catholic Christian, my heart is broken over the
divisions in the broader Christian community. I do not believe it was ever the
Father's plan that the Body of His Son Jesus, the Church, to be separated. But, it
is. There is plenty of blame to go around. It is time for repentance among the
brethren. It is time to move beyond blame to reconciliation. It is time to pray,
walk and work together. 

In an age desperately in need of hearing the full message of the Church in order to
find true liberation, I am committed to doing everything I can to see the prayer of
Jesus in the seventeenth chapter of the Gospel of John fulfilled, "Father may they
be one". I have worked with Christians from across the Christian confessional
divides for many years. I am keenly aware that they bring great gifts to me - and I
hope to offer gifts in this exchange. 

My decision to choose one major Presidential candidate over the other is rooted in
my love for my Church, my family and my country, the United States of America.
It is also rooted in my understanding of what is called the Social teaching of the
Catholic Church. I have spent years studying Catholic Moral Theology. The
social teaching of the Church is a part of Moral Theology because we are, both by
grace and nature, social beings. 

This treasury of insights called the Social teaching of the Catholic Church must
not remain captive in the Ivy Halls of the Academy. It must be wrenched away
from some who have used it as a mere proof text for left wing ideology, thereby
severing it from its anthropological roots. It is a gift for the whole world which
must be offered as leaven to the loaf of human culture by the sons and daughters
of the Church.

Finally, I write to explain why I gratefully accepted the invitation to become a
member of the Catholic Advisory Group to the campaign of Donald J. Trump and
Mike Pence for the Presidency of the United States of America. 

Catholic Social Teaching

The Social teaching of the Catholic Church maintains there are unchangeable
truths which can provide a framework for viewing and structuring our social life.
In an age reeling under the destructive influence of what was prophetically and
properly referred to as a dictatorship of relativism by Pope Emeritus Benedict
XVI, we need to again that there is even such a thing as truth!



As the erosion of the moral foundations of freedom continues, I am reminded of
the sobering encounter between Truth Incarnate, the Lord Jesus Christ, and Pilate,
the symbol of a corrupted worldly power. Here are the words from the sobering
scene as recorded by John in the fourth Gospel:  

Pilate said to him, "So you are a king?" Jesus answered, "You say that I am a
king. For this I was born, and for this I have come into the world, to bear witness
to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears my voice." Pilate said to him,
"What is truth?" (John 18:37,38)

All Catholic Social teaching proceeds from the foundation upon which every
other truth is built and from which every principle derives; every single human
person is created in the image of God. Therefore, every human person has human
dignity and a Right to Life. 

This primacy of the human person explains why it is necessary to respect every
life, whether in the first home of the womb, a wheelchair, a jail cell, a hospital
room, a hospice, a senior center or a soup kitchen. 

Another unchangeable truth is the teaching on the nature and ends of marriage.
Marriage is solely possible between one man and one woman, intended for life
and formative of family. Marriage between one man and one woman is the
foundation of the family which is the first society, first church, first school, first
economy, first government and first mediating institution. 

Marriage is not some mere social construct which can be redefined by courts or
legislatures. It is written in the Natural Moral Law and has guided human society,
cross culturally. In the words of Saint John Paul II "the future of the world passes
through the family." 

Catholic Social teaching affirms the truth that the human person is by social by
nature - and grace. We are made for relationship and community.  The first
community which humanizes, educates and civilizes all of us is the family. 

If you want to know more about the truths and principles offered by Catholic
Social Teaching, go right to the best explanatory Source, the Compendium of the
Social Doctrine of the Catholic Church. In the words of the Catechism of the
Catholic Church, "The Church's social teaching proposes principles for reflection;
it provides criteria for judgment; it gives guidelines for action." (CCC #2243) 

These truths are not simply "religious" positions, in the sense that only religious
people need assent to them. They are revealed by the Natural Moral Law which is
knowable by reason and written on every human heart. Thus, they are true for all
people and for all time. 

The social teaching of the Catholic Church also offers principles which are
derived from these truths. These principles are meant to be offered by the sons
and daughters of the Church to the whole world so they can be worked as leaven
into the loaf of human culture. 



This also includes principles to inform how we order our economies. Though the
Church does not endorse or even propose a particular economic theory, Catholic
social teaching insists that the economic order must be at the service of the human
person, the family and the common good. 

Because these are principles, they leave room for the application of prudential
judgment in their application. I will attempt to offer some of those principles in
this article. My intent in writing is to explain why I accepted the invitation to
participate in the Catholic Advisory group to Trump/Pence 2016. 

Further, I want to explain how I am approaching my obligation of citizenship by
voting in the upcoming Presidential election as a Catholic Christian citizen. Of
course, I will not cover every major issue of concern to Catholics and other
Christians. I will only address the ones of most importance to me and consistent
with a shorter essay of this sort. 

First, some background concerning my political affiliation. 

Political Labels

I do not consider myself first a Republican, or even a political "conservative". The
word "conservative" has become hyphenated, with paleo, neo, alt, and traditional
prefixes often attached. The Republican party is multi-faceted, breaking into
factions, and in a state of flux. However, I believe the Republican party platform
is clearly superior to the Democratic Party concerning the fundamental truths and
principles of Catholic social teaching. 

My friend, the great Pro-Life Priest Fr. Frank Pavone offers an excellent side by
side comparison of the two platforms through Priests for Life. It is entitled "A
Comparison of the 2016 Republican and Democratic Platforms A non-partisan
guide on issues of concern to the electorate."

I am a Catholic Christian first, last, and all in between. I want to be what the
Bishops of the United States refer to as a faithful citizen. 

I reject the growing effort to separate social or moral issues from fiscal and
international issues. You cannot separate moral, social and economic issues in the
body politic any more than you can separate the spirit, soul and body of a person. 

Human society is a form of corporate person, a body politic. Political, economic
and international concerns all have a moral dimension because they concern the
human person and our social relationships. 

I am certainly not a political "liberal".  The very word liberal, as it is used in
current political parlance, has undergone sweeping changes in the last fifty years. 

The liberal label and the Democratic Party was stolen by those who promote
abortion on demand, substitute libertine excess for ordered liberty, and promote
an approach to governance which is always top down. They propose federalized
solutions to every social need, while failing to solve the root problems of poverty



or respect the primacy of the family as the first government and the proper role of
the other mediating institutions.  

Finally, I am not what calls itself "progressive" in the political lexicon either. The
dictionary defines progressive as "moving forward; advancing." The progressive
agenda is regressive. The misuse of the word is an example of what C.S. Lewis, in
his "Studies in Words" called verbicide. In "The Abolition of Man" he warned of
"progressive" governing schemes wherein a collectivist ideology built upon moral
relativism is unleashed. 

Lewis astutely observed that "a dogmatic belief in objective value is necessary to
the very idea of a rule which is not tyranny or an obedience which is not slavery."
In one of his Essays in God in the Dock: Essays on Theology and Ethics entitled
Is "Progress Possible? Willing Slaves of the Welfare State", he warned: 

"Let us not be deceived by phrases about 'Man taking charge of his own destiny.'
All that can really happen is that some men will take charge of the destiny of
others. . .. The more completely we are planned the more powerful they will be."

An integrated approach 

Political and economic concerns both have a moral dimension because they
concern the human person and our social relationships.  The reason we should
care about expanding economic opportunity is because we respect the dignity of
every human person. We should want all people to flourish. That means opening
up the means for their economic advance.  

The reason we should care about, and for, the poor is because they have human
dignity and fundamental rights. They are created in the Image of God. And
poverty is much broader than economic poverty. And, we really are our brother
and sister's keeper. Solidarity is a duty. 

However, the proper manner in which we discharge such an obligation to the
poor, can lead well intended people to very different approaches to the role of
government. The Church's social teaching proposes principles for reflection; it
provides criteria for judgment; it gives guidelines for action

A hierarchy of rights

There is a hierarchy of rights in our social participation as there is a hierarchy of
truths in our doctrine. That hierarchy begins with the Right to Life. When there is
no recognition of a preeminent right to life, what follows is the erosion of the
entire infrastructure of all human rights. Human rights do not exist in a vacuum;
they are goods of the human person.  

When a society fails to recognize that human persons are more important than
things, and loses sight of the inviolable dignity of every single human person at
every age, every stage and of every size, it embraces a form of practical
materialism and begins to worship a new golden calf. The deluded may dance
around that calf mouthing slogans of freedom and liberation, but they are forging



their own chains and losing their soul.

Without the freedom to be born, all of the talk about compassion for the poor and
economic freedom is hollow. Our failure to recognize that our first neighbors in
the womb have a right to be born is a fundamental failure in our obligation in
solidarity. It is also an open rejection of the entire ethic of being our brothers (and
sisters) keeper and its implications. 

There can be no enduring, lasting solidarity upon which to build a future in a
culture that kills its own innocent children and calls it a right. It can never be right
to do what is always wrong. Freedom is much more than a freedom from; it is a
freedom for responsible and virtuous living. The American founders spoke of the
pursuit of happiness with reference to virtue as a key to living a happy life
because they came out of the Western Christian tradition with its roots in two
mountains, Calvary and Sinai. There is a moral basis to a truly free society.

Principles for Evaluation

I will now offer a few examples of how I have approached evaluating the two
candidates for the Presidency based upon principles derived from my Catholic
Christian faith. Yes, I said two candidates, because those running as third party
candidates are both completely unacceptable to me based upon their espoused
positions. 

Additionally, I have determined that not voting for President is to throw your vote
away at best or worse, to help elect the wrong candidate. Finally, I reject the
notion that the choice we face in this Presidential election is a "lesser of two
evils" choice. 

"Freedom makes man a moral subject. The morality of human acts depends upon
the object chosen, the end in view or the intention and the circumstances of the
action." (Catechism of the Catholic Church #1749,1750) I believe that the current
Presidential race in the United States presents two candidates between which we
can decide. One will soon be sworn in as the President of the United States and
lead this Nation for at least four years.  

Freedom is not only about having a right to choose - but choosing what best
points this Nation along the path of what is true and good. What most contributes
to the true common good of society and is in keeping with the cardinal virtue of
justice. (See, Catechism of the Catholic Church # 1807)

Freedom must be exercised properly, in order to promote life, human flourishing,
the family and this real common good. Freedom must acknowledge our
obligations in solidarity to one another - because we are our brother and sister's
keeper. It must recognize the poor as another self and reach out to our neighbor. 

That obligation in solidarity must be fulfilled with a respect for the principle of
subsidiarity. "The political community must be "inspired, at least implicitly, by a
vision of man and his destiny, from which it derives its point of reference for its
judgement, its hierarchy of values, its line of conduct." (Catechism of the Catholic



Church #2244) 

The Right to Life

Though abortion is currently legal in the civil law of the United States, that does
not make it moral. While restrictions on the practice are being enacted in the
States, the federal law has not changed. Our youngest neighbors in the first home
of the whole human race can be killed by surgical instruments, chemical weapons
or suction, at any time and for any reason. 

There is no such thing as an "abortion right" even if American civil and criminal
currently protects the act of choosing to abort a child, even using the police power
of the State to enforce it. Abortions have no rights, only human persons do. Every
procured abortion takes that right away. It is a violation of the Natural Law and
thus an unjust law. 

We actually know what occurs in every procured abortion; an innocent human
person is killed. Medical science has exposed the rhetoric of choice once used to
deceive people. We routinely reach into the womb and offer surgery to these same
children to help them live fuller lives after birth. The contradiction is clear to any
decent person. 

It must also be clear to any political candidate, unless they have deadened their
conscience and shut down their brain for the sake of being elected. We prosecute
a criminal offender who, in the course of committing another felony, takes the life
of a child in the womb as well as their mothers. We take 4D and 3D images of
these children and send them to our friends. Yet, the same technology guides the
abortionist in executing those children who are simply unwanted. 

That child in the womb is our neighbor. There is a Natural Moral Law written in
every human heart. It gives us the basis for our criminal codes and guides our
obligations to one another. The real Right at issue is the Right to Life. Without
life there can be no other derivative rights and the entire infrastructure of human
rights is placed in jeopardy. 

Defending the intentional killing of children in the womb is grounded in a
counterfeit notion of freedom as a power over those who are vulnerable. I can
only choose the candidate who affirms the Right to Life and pledges to help to do
the most to ensure that it once again becomes the law of the land. I do not care
when that candidate came to recognize the truth about this first Right to Life. 

The next President of the United States will name four Justices to the United
States Supreme Court. I have been to that Court as co-counsel in cases of great
constitutional significance. There is little doubt that the consequences of those
appointments will determine whether the scourge of killing innocent children in
the womb under the subterfuge of a court manufactured, counterfeit "right" to
abort the innocent will continue - or be jettisoned to the dust heap of atrocities
allowed by past regimes gone astray. 

One candidate affirms the Right to Life of children and the other denies it. The



candidate who acknowledges the Right to Life is Donald Trump. He is explicit in
his support of the Right to Life and has committed his administration to restoring
this Natural Law Right to the Civil Law of the land. 

Religious Freedom

From 1991 through 1997, I served as the first and founding Executive Director of
the American Center for Law and Justice, a public interest law firm engaged in
religious freedom, pro-life and pro-family work. During that time, I wrote a
booklet entitled "Religious Cleansing in the American Republic". 

I was accused by some of overstating the problem. I did not. 

The soft persecution of faithful Christians, across the confessional spectrum, is
obvious to anyone who cares about religious freedom. 

The growing hostility toward the symbols of our religious heritage, the mocking
of the values informed by religious faith and the overt and open hostility toward
people of faith and religious institutions is increasing. Religious freedom is called
the first freedom for good reason. It ensures that the leavening role of revealed
truth helps us to form our conscience and shape the choices we make as
individuals, families and, as a society. 

The American founders fled coercive approaches to religion which compelled
adherence to a particular sect of all citizens. An incorrect interpretation of the
Establishment Clause has arisen in the American polity which promotes a notion
of a Church/State separation that is hostile to religious institutions, discriminates
against people of faith and seeks to censor religious speech and expression in the
public square. Such a hostility does not serve the common good. 

John Adams, in a speech to the military in 1798, proclaimed, "We have no
government armed with power capable of contending with human passions
unbridled by morality and religion . . . Our Constitution was made only for a
moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the government of any
other."  

Religious faith should be encouraged and accommodated by the federal and/or
state government, not treated with hostility. 

Rightly understood and applied, religious freedom means a freedom for religious
expression; not a removal of such expression. Religious faith, religious
institutions and religious speech are protected by the First Amendment to the Bill
of Rights. The Birth Certificate of our Nation, the Declaration of Independence,
affirmed the existence of inalienable rights and self-evident truths. 

The Rights of Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of happiness are endowed by our
Creator and not conferred by a Federal Government. Implicit within the classical
understanding of happiness is the pursuit of virtue - and virtue requires religion. 

The First Amendment prohibition against the establishment of a National Religion



was never meant to be used to justify governmental hostility toward religious
faith, religious persons or religious institutions. It was intended to protect against
the establishment of a National Church and a forced adherence to its doctrine. It
was more aptly understood as an Anti-Establishment Clause. 

It should be interpreted in light of the Free Exercise and free Speech clauses of
that same First Amendment. The Right to Religious Freedom protects people of
all faiths to participate in the public square and to be a part of the daily social
interactions that constitute the very tapestry of our social life. Religious faith is a
human and social good.  

The drafters of the First Amendment used the phrase "Free exercise of religion"
for a good reason. The protection which it guarantees to American citizens goes
beyond the freedom to worship within the four walls of our church buildings.
Exercise involves action. So does living faith. The First Amendment protects our
fundamental right to bring the values informed by our faith into the social,
economic and political arena as good and faithful citizens. 

The Free Exercise Clause has been turned on its head. 

The errant interpretation is increasingly being used to silence the Church and the
religious speaker and actor. There is a dangerous trend of labeling anyone who
supports the value of the undeniable Jewish and Christian roots of the West as
backward, bigoted or, worse yet, trying to impose a theocracy and undermine
freedom. The fact is, the Church was and is the guarantor of authentic freedom.
 Hostility toward the role of faith in our life together and efforts to censor the vital
role it has played in our history and founding, is corrosive to true freedom.  

The Free Speech clause has also been subverted when applied to speech deemed
by an increasingly hostile regime when the message and the messenger being
examined under its increasingly hostile scrutiny is determined by the State to be
speaking a religious or moral message. Then, its important protections no longer
apply. Such hostility is repugnant to the very concept of ordered liberty and
fundamental human rights. The free exercise of religion is not only a
constitutional right in the American polity, it is a fundamental human right in
Catholic teaching. 

I support the candidate who affirms religious freedom in the richness of what the
American founders and the western Christian tradition affirmed and will protect
it. That is Donald Trump. He has pledged to correct the abuses unleashed by the
Johnson Amendment which gags the speech of the Church and to support the First
Amendment Defense Act. 

Marriage and Family

Marriage is only possible between one man and one woman because only such a
relationship can achieve the ends of marriage. This is not only a religious
position. It is an ontological truth. The Natural Moral Law reveals - and the cross
cultural history of civilization affirms - that marriage is between a man and a
woman, open to children and intended for life. 



The society founded upon the institution of the family is best secured by
recognizing the uniqueness of faithful monogamous marriage above all other
relationships. In addition, the rights of children are best secured by such an
approach. Marriage is the foundation for the family which is the privileged place
for the formation of virtue and character in children, our future citizens. The
family is the first society, first economy, first school, first civilizing and
mediating institution and first government. 

Certainly, all men and women have a fundamental human dignity, including those
with same sex attraction. They also have rights which must be recognized and
protected. However, no Court, executive, or legislature has the right or authority
to redefine marriage.  

In rejecting marriage as a unique institution which preceded civil government and
institutional religion, the majority of the United States Supreme Court in its
horrendous Obergefell opinion has now become a willing ally of a cultural
revolution. In the scathing dissent written by Chief Justice Roberts he referred to
the majority as "five lawyers", noting that "the majority's decision is an act of
will, not legal judgment. The right it announces has no basis in the Constitution or
this Court's precedent." He was absolutely correct. 

The natural law is the basis for the positive or civil law of every Nation. It places
limits upon the civil or positive law. It is the foundation for taking the position
defending marriage as solely between one man and one woman, intended for life,
open to new life, and formative of family.  I support the candidate who affirms
this understanding of the nature and ends of marriage and will protect the Church
and people of faith to live and advocate for this position, free from governmental
coercion and persecution. That candidate is Donald Trump.  

School Choice

It is time to move beyond the ineffective top down federal educational model and
enact real educational Reform. Education outside of the home is an extension of
the parent's primary educational mission. The family is the first school. We have
forgotten that objective truth as a Nation and we are reaping the consequences.
Good government is always bottom up, not top down, deferring first to the
smallest governing unit; not usurping but empowering families.

Those who oppose school choice often argue that it will detrimentally affect the
public school system. They claim that supporters of school choice are against
public schools. This is not true, the proponents simply call for all parents to have
access to good public, private, parochial, virtual, classical, charter and home
schools. 

That can be accomplished through enabling legislation which makes it possible
for all parents, no matter what their socio-economic situation, to choose where to
send their children to school. As a constitutional lawyer I know this can be done
in a constitutionally sound way through properly drafted voucher legislation, tax
credits, or opportunity scholarships. 



I grew up in a blue collar home in the inner city of Dorchester, Massachusetts. My
parents struggled to give me the first four primary educational years in a parochial
school. The remainder of my education was in a public school. My parents
moved, at great sacrifice and hardship, to make sure I attended a good public
school. School choice will give parents greater say in their local schools and make
such disruptive moves less necessary.

The origins of the public school system began with families pooling resources in
small community schools.  Now, parents and local communities have an
increasingly smaller role in the educational process. Public schools were first
local, community schools. School choice educational reform will return the
leadership to parents and the local community. 

Some opponents allege that supporters want to "privatize" education. However, it
is an effort to "parentize" education, by again affirming that the family is the first
school and parents are the first teachers. Parents and not federal bureaucrats
should make the choices concerning the education of their children outside of the
first school of the home.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church affirms the right of parents to choose a
school for their children: 

"As those first responsible for the education of their children, parents have the
right to choose a school for them which corresponds to their own convictions.
This right is fundamental. As far as possible parents have the duty of choosing
schools that will best help them in their task as Christian educators. Public
authorities have the duty of guaranteeing this parental right and of ensuring the
concrete conditions for its exercise." (Catechism #2229)

In "The Role of the Christian Family in the Modern World" John Paul II wrote: 

"The right and duty of parents to give education is essential, since it is connected
with the transmission of human life; it is original and primary with regard to the
educational role of others, on account of the uniqueness of the loving relationship
between parents and children; it is irreplaceable and inalienable, and therefore
incapable of being entirely delegated to others or usurped by others."

In "Letter to Families", he wrote: 

"Parents are the first and most important educators of their own children, and they
also possess a fundamental competence in this area; they are educators because
they are parents. They share their educational mission with other individuals or
institutions, such as the Church and the State. But the mission of education must
always be carried out in accordance with a proper application of the Principle of
Subsidiarity. This implies the legitimacy and indeed the need of giving assistance
to the parents, but finds its intrinsic and absolute limit in their prevailing right and
actual capabilities. The principle of subsidiarity is thus at the service of parental
love, meeting the good of the family unit."

School Choice is a matter of true  social justice - not leftist ideology



masquerading as social justice. The opposition by some in the leadership of
teachers' unions shows how these mediating associations have strayed from their
proper social role. 

Some of these leaders seem less concerned about poor children getting a good
education than they are about maintaining control over a system which is failing.
 I support the candidate who wholeheartedly endorses school choice. That
candidate is Donald Trump.

Finally, I want to briefly mention two other areas which guide my choice. I
understand that some of my fellow Catholics and other Christians can and do
disagree with me. They are issues of prudential judgement. I offer them as an
example of how social teaching principles can lead to policy positions.

Good Government

I am an advocate for smaller government. However, I am not anti-government. As
a Catholic citizen, I affirm the application of the principle of subsidiarity. The
word is derived from a Latin word which means to give help. It stands for the
principle that governing should first be done at the lowest level and any other
governing entity should defer and assist the smallest governing unit, not usurp
their role.  

Certainly, self-governance is key for understanding individual liberty. However,
we are by both nature and grace social. 

We were made for relationship and society. The first government is the family.
All other governing should seek to assist and not usurp the family. Flowing out
from that first government are the mediating associations, local governments,
State and Federal Government. All of these forms of ordering our life together
participate in governance. Each has their proper role. 

I support the candidate who affirms this understanding of good government and
will best apply the principle of subsidiarity in honing in the abuses caused by the
federalizing of governance. Hillary Clinton is a huge advocate of an increasingly
large and federalized approach to governing. What I personally believe is a statist
model. Donald Trump is committed to devolving government back to the State
and local level, while recognizing and affirming the role of mediating associations
in the governing enterprise. 

Economic Freedom

To acknowledge our obligation in solidarity to one another, and to the poor, is not
to condone the modern approach of big, federalized government as the best
answer to all social needs. Nor is improperly restricting a free and expanding
model of economic participation through a fair but free economy the answer. In
fact, both impede enterprise and stifle creativity and participation.  

However, the free market is made for man and not man for the market. Economics
is not only about monetary capital but about human capital and human



flourishing. Expanding economic participation is among the most important goals
of a truly human economic order. Markets can only be truly free when more and
more free people are engaged in them. 

A free economy should continually expand by opening the way for the
participation for as many people as possible in it, while promoting enterprise and
awarding initiative. A free market should not be controlled by either a massive
federal bureaucracy or a massive corporatist elitist class who control the power. 

Yes, we have an obligation to the poor. However, this principle of solidarity is to
be applied through the principle of subsidiarity, rejecting all forms of
dehumanizing collectivism, either of the left or the right. Subsidiarity in
government - as well as in economic policy - rejects the usurping by a larger
entity of participation what can be done at the lowest practicable level.   

Larger governing entities must never usurp families and the mediating structures
of society such as religious institutions, associations, businesses, charities and
small self-governing structures between the family and the institutions of civil
government. I support the candidate who comes closest to inculcating these
principles of economic freedom.  That is Donald Trump.

Conclusion

Hillary Clinton refuses to recognize the Right to Life of our youngest neighbors in
the womb, wants no restrictions on procured abortion, and will direct federal
funds to pay for it. She will repeal the Hyde Amendment. Donald Trump
recognizes the Right to Life and has pledged to appoint Justices to the Supreme
Court who will overturn the egregious decisions of Roe and Doe which opened
the door to killing of sixty million children.  He will de-fund Planned Parenthood
and support the Hyde Amendment. 

Hillary Clinton is a vocal opponent of the positions espoused by the Church on
marriage. She wants to keep people of faith from advocating for marriage as
solely possible between one man and one woman. She is an advocate of using
federal law to squeeze people of faith out of participation in commerce, public
service and full social participation if they remain faithful to the Bible and the
teaching of the Church.  Donald Trump will defend the Church in her right to
advocate for marriage as a unique institution, solely possible between one man
and one woman and ordered toward the rearing of children.  

Hillary Clinton carries forward the growing hostility toward the Church which has
been evidenced by the Obama Administration, associating orthodox Christianity
with bigotry. She has a horrible record on religious freedom.  Donald Trump
respects religious freedom and the role of the Church. He will defend the free
exercise of religion and provide the Church with the maximum freedom to be
leaven, light and salt in society. He will repeal of the Johnson Amendment which,
in its application, has been used to silence the Church in her prophetic vocation to
speak to the Moral Issues of the hour. He also supports the First Amendment
Defense Act which Clinton opposes. 



Hillary Clinton is an ardent opponent of school choice, openly committed to
opposing any form of school choice. Donald Trump is a strong advocate of school
choice. His support ids open, dynamic and unequivocal. He will surround himself
with able advisors and a strong cabinet who will implement this vital educational
reform. 

Hillary Clinton is in favor of a command and control economy and an ever
expanding role for the Federal Government. Donald Trump respects the market
economy. He rejects both big government and big business manipulation of free
competition. He will expand economic participation, bring industry back to the
United States and revitalize the inner cities through vibrant initiatives which will
be geared toward economic and social recovery. 

I gratefully accepted the invitation to become a member of the Catholic Advisory
Group to the campaign of Donald J. Trump for the Presidency of the United
States of America. I did so because I love my country, my God, my Church and
my family. I am honored to serve and will offer the kind of advice which I have
expressed in this essay to the Trump/Pence campaign.  

-----

Deacon Keith Fournier is the Editor in Chief of Catholic Online and the Founder
and Chairman of Common Good Foundation and Common Good Alliance. Both
are dedicated to the conversion of culture. An ordained minister, a married Roman
Catholic Deacon of the Diocese of Richmond, Virginia, he and his wife Laurine
have five grown children and seven grandchildren. Attorney Fournier is a
constitutional and human rights lawyer and public policy advocate. He serves on
the Catholic Advisory Group for the Trump/Pence 2016 Presidential campaign. 



From: Trump Team New Mexico
To:
Subject: Election Day is Almost Here!
Date: Saturday, October 8, 2016 10:03:34 AM

Team Trump,

Election Day is Almost Here! On November 8th, Americans will send a clear message to Hillary Clinton
that it is time for Washington to change. However, to make this happen Mr. Trump needs our help!

Sign up for Trump Talk https://talk.donaldjtrump.com and remember every call counts.

Trump Talk Training: live training sessions are held once a week, every Friday at 1:00pm Eastern Time

Dial In: 609-318-5900, Code: 706-759-577#
Web Link: https://join.me/bridgetree16

With your help we will Make America Great Again. 

Thank you,

Todd Johnson
New Mexico State Director
Trump for President
C: 615-294-9022
tjohnson@donaldtrump.com

P.S. Sign up for Trump Talk and start calling from home today: https://talk.donaldjtrump.com. Create an
account, look for the emails in your inbox or junk folder, verify your account, and review the tutorial.

Text "Trump" to 88022 for text updates
Sign up for emails and volunteer at http://www.donaldjtrump.com
‘Like’ us on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/NM4Trump
Ask your friends to join Trump Talk at https://talk.donaldjtrump.com
Download the "America First" app on Android or iPhone

Paid for by Donald J. Trump for President, Inc. 

This email was sent to . To stop receiving emails, click here. 
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From: Trump Volunteer Team
To:
Subject: Are you free this weekend?
Date: Monday, October 10, 2016 1:28:34 PM

 -- 

Thank you for your support of Donald Trump!

With only 29 days left in the election, momentum is on our side. As we enter the campaign's home
stretch, we need your help to ensure that Donald Trump spreads his message of strength and prosperity
all across our great country.

That is why every weekend, Trump supporters from across the nation will be packing their bags and
traveling to nearby states where they'll join fellow volunteers to conduct important voter contact efforts.
Supporters will be knocking on doors to convince their fellow Americans that the only way to make
America safe and secure again is to elect Donald Trump President. These trips will be organized every
weekend until Election Day.

Can we count on you to travel to a nearby state to help make America great again?

If you are interested in joining your fellow supporters aboard the Trump Train and traveling to a
battleground state between now and Election Day, please
visit https://www.donaldjtrump.com/volunteer/deployment to sign up. Our in-state staff will be in contact to
integrate you into our grassroots team and provide recommendations on travel and accommodations, as
deployed volunteers are responsible for their own expenses.

With your help, Donald Trump and Mike Pence will win on November 8th and make America great again.

Hope to see you soon.

Trump Volunteer Team

Paid for by Donald J. Trump for President, Inc. 

This email was sent to . To stop receiving emails, click here. 
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From:
To:
Subject: Contract
Date: Wednesday, November 9, 2016 9:29:23 PM

https://assets.donaldjtrump.com/_landings/contract/O-TRU-102316-Contractv02.pdf
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To:
Subject: Contract with America and Donald J Trump
Date: Saturday, November 12, 2016 2:28:05 PM

https://assets.donaldjtrump.com/_landings/contract/O-TRU-102316-Contractv02.pdf
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From: Donald J. Trump
To:
Subject: FW: Tomorrow"s debate
Date: Sunday, October 9, 2016 1:55:52 PM

Please find a special message from one of our advertisers, Trump Make America Great Again Committee.

 
Friend,

Eric gave me the first set of names of supporters, but your name wasn’t
on the list.
 
I hope you’ll make a contribution before I take the stage tonight.
 
I promise to fight for you. And I promise to make you proud.
 
You can use this link to make a contribution before the debate:
https://donate.donaldjtrump.com/second-debate-good-luck-list/

Thank you,

Donald J. Trump
 

GET ON THE LIST

 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Eric Trump
Subject: Tomorrow's debate
To: janet.mccandless@dhs.gov
 

Friend,

Tomorrow night’s debate is the biggest of our entire election.
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My father has been preparing for this night as if the entire election depends
upon it.
 
And before he takes the stage to face Hillary Clinton, I’ll be giving him a list
of supporters who made a contribution just before the big debate.
 
It will boost his morale and strengthen his resolve as he takes the stage to fight
for you -- and the American people.
 
Please contribute $100, $65, $50, $35, $20, $15, or $10 to get your name on
the list I give my father right before the debate.
 
Last time, he even posted the first 150 names of supporters who made a
contribution in honor of our great movement.
 
Take my word for it, he is truly humbled by the contributions so many men
and women have sacrificed in order to Make America Great Again!
 
Patriots have stepped up to give $5, $10, $35, sometimes even $100, and it’s
added up to tens of millions of dollars.
 
Now I hope to humble him again tomorrow night by showing him another list
of supporters who made a contribution in honor of our movement before the
debate.
 
Please contribute $100, $65, $50, $35, $20, $15, or $10 to get your name on
the list I give my father right before the debate.
 
Thanks,
 
Eric Trump
 

GET ON THE LIST

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contributions to the Trump Make America Great Again Committee are not deductible for federal income tax purposes

Paid for by Trump Make America Great Again Committee, a joint fundraising

committee authorized by and composed of Donald J  Trump for President, Inc  and the

Republican National Committee

This message was intended for:
You were added to the system August 26, 2016.

Unsubscribe
To Unsubscribe by email, please reply to this message with "Unsubscribe" as the Subject Line.
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www.DonaldJTrump.com
725 5th Avenue New York, NY 10022
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From: st
To:
Subject: The Daily 202: The Supreme Court will be a focus of tonight’s presidential debate
Date: Wednesday, October 19, 2016 9:40:24 AM

 
If you're having trouble reading this, click here.

The Daily 202

  Share on Twitter   Share on Facebook

The Supreme Court will be a focus of tonight’s
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With Breanne Deppisch

THE BIG IDEA: The Supreme Court is one of six main topics that
will be covered during tonight’s final debate at the University of
Nevada in Las Vegas. The late Antonin Scalia’s seat continues to sit

empty. An evenly-divided court has begun its new term under a cloud

of uncertainty. Assuming Hillary Clinton wins, it remains unclear

whether Republicans will try to confirm Merrick Garland during the

lame-duck session to prevent her from putting up someone who is

younger and more liberal next year.

The debate took on new significance this week when John
McCain boasted during a radio interview that Republicans would
automatically oppose whomever Clinton nominates. “I promise

you that we will be united against any Supreme Court nominee that

Hillary Clinton, if she were president, would put up,” the Arizona

senator said. “I promise you!”

Attacked by his Democratic challenger, McCain’s spokeswoman

released a statement walking back his comment. The senator will

“thoroughly examine the record of any Supreme Court nominee put



before the Senate,” she said. McCain then awkwardly avoided a local

TV reporter who tried to follow up.

Republicans, who have struggled to convince voters that they
are capable of governing, talked a big game in years past about
the need to be more than just “the party of no.” That messaging
is gone now. The prospect of four more years in the wilderness
suggests that they will move back toward unapologetic
obstruction.

Right now, however, they are in damage control mode. Judiciary
Committee Chairman Chuck Grassley, who is up for reelection in
Iowa, promised yesterday to not automatically “stonewall” any
Clinton pick. “If that new president happens to be Hillary, we can’t

just simply stonewall,” Grassley said on a conference call with local

press.

This is a very delicate balancing act. Vulnerable Republican

incumbents are trying to convince people who are reluctantly voting

for Clinton to support them by promising that they’ll be a check and

balance on the excesses of the Clinton presidency. One man’s
“check and balance,” however, is another man’s “obstruction.”
Regardless of how you play it, the bottom line is that
Republicans are trying to save their majority by promising more
gridlock.

If Republicans hold the Senate, Mitch McConnell will control the floor

schedule and Grassley will continue to have the Judiciary gavel. So

they technically could do exactly what they have for the past nine

months with Garland.



Democrats are now favored to win the Senate majority. Even if
they run the table, however, they’ll only control around 53 seats.
That is nowhere near filibuster proof. The question then becomes:

Which Republicans would cross over to vote for a President Clinton’s

SCOTUS picks? Could a Majority Leader Chuck Schumer cobble

together 60 votes? Or does he invoke the nuclear option and change

the rules to allow Supreme Court nominees to be confirmed by a

simple majority? Going nuclear will probably be the easier course,
both politically and procedurally, especially because the

Republican blockade of Garland has cost GOP leaders much of their

moral standing to oppose such a gambit.

Contrary to the will of the brilliant men who devised the
Constitution, the Senate is increasingly becoming a majoritarian
institution. Conservatives, who in principle should be alarmed
by this trend, have shortsightedly accelerated it.



A student standing in for Hillary is captured on the large monitor during a rehearsal
for the debate last night at UNLV. (David Goldman/AP)

-- There are two very important SCOTUS questions that the
candidates have avoided giving direct answers to:

Will Clinton re-nominate Garland? Watch for her to once again

dodge on this. She’s called him “extremely well qualified,” and she’s

relying heavily on Barack Obama to get her across the finish line in

November. The president sees getting Garland through during the

lame-duck as a top priority and a legacy achievement, but Clinton

privately wants to pick someone who is younger and more liberal than



the 63-year-old moderate.

Will Trump commit to nominating only people who are on his list
of 21 potential picks? Aides have said the list is definitive, but the

reality TV star has suggested during interviews that he might go

another direction. And he has a very long history of not being true to

his word. A few of the people Trump floated have chastised him. Utah

Sen. Mike Lee, on the second installment of Trump’s list,

subsequently called on the GOP nominee to drop out. And,

amusingly, federal appellate court Judge Diane Sykes (who was in

the first batch of names released by Trump) ruled earlier this month

against Mike Pence. She said the Indiana governor cannot interfere

with the distribution of federal funds to resettle Syrian refugees in his

state.



Trump speaks in Grand Junction, Colorado. (George Frey/Getty) 

-- For many conservative intellectuals, stopping Clinton from
appointing Scalia’s replacement is no longer a good enough
reason to support Trump. Among the Republican politicians who

have capitulated, such as Ted Cruz, holding the Scalia seat is a

favorite talking point to justify supporting someone who they privately

see as dangerously authoritarian. But 29 top conservative legal

scholars have signed onto a letter arguing that it is not enough. The

“Originalists against Trump” do not believe Trump would protect the

Constitution. And they do not trust him to actually pick from his list of



21. “More importantly, we do not trust him to respect constitutional

limits in the rest of his conduct in office, of which judicial nominations

are only one part,” they write. The group understands that the

alternative is Clinton. “Yet our country’s commitment to its

Constitution is not so fragile that it can be undone by a single

administration or a single court,” they conclude. (Read the full letter

here.)

Our Robert Barnes notes that the signatories include a Northwestern

law professor who was one of the founders of the Federalist Society,

Steven G. Calabresi; Post columnist George F. Will; and a well-

regarded conservative law professor at New York University and the

University of Chicago, Richard Epstein. “The effort was organized
by Duke University law professor Stephen E. Sachs and
University of Chicago law professor William Baude, a pair of
former clerks to Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr.”

Something to ponder: Will Roberts vote for Trump? He obviously

wants to regain his working majority, but he also hails from Indiana –

just like Gonzalo Curiel, the federal judge whom Trump leveled

repeated, racially-loaded attacks against. We’ll never know…





of a Benghazi victim who has accused Clinton of “murdering”
her son. It is unclear whether the campaign will reveal more surprise

guests today. Clinton is bringing billionaires Mark Cuban and Meg

Whitman in an effort to rattle Trump over his wealth. (Jose DelReal)

-- Clinton spent much of this week off the trail preparing for their
final showdown, a strategy which Trump mocked at a Colorado
rally. He told supporters she was actually at home resting instead.

"You know what the debate prep is? It's resting. It's lying down, going

to sleep," he said. (Jenna Johnson)

-- The Clinton campaign has requested that Bill and
Melania do not shake hands before tonight's debate. Last

time, Trump planned to parade three women who accused Clinton of

sexual assault into the family seating area and force the former

president to shake their hands as he crossed the room. (Jeremy

Peters and Maggie Haberman, The New York Times)



Chris Wallace moderated the first Republican primary debate in Aug. 2015 in
Cleveland. (Aaron Josefczyk/Reuters)

-- “Chris Wallace’s Debate Role Is a Bright Spot in a Dark Year
for Fox,” by the New York Times’s Michael Grynbaum: Chris is

the first Fox journalist to take charge of a general election face-off. “It

would be the most consequential night of Fox News’s year — if the

network had not just endured the most traumatic period in its two-

decade history. [For] the team of Fox anchors and producers (in

Vegas) this week, Mr. Wallace’s star turn is a welcome source of

pride. And, maybe, some relief. The selection of Mr. Wallace, a

veteran broadcaster with a reputation for tough, mischief-making



questions, was particularly bolstering for Fox’s news division, which

has viewed itself as an unfairly maligned alternative to the network’s

stable of conservative commentators like Mr. Hannity and Bill

O’Reilly.”

-- Politico’s Glenn Thrush preemptively declares that “Clinton
will be on the defensive”: “Trump’s fitness to lead has, rightly, been

the major focus of his conventionally lousy first debate and the

national disgrace of his second one. But here’s some good news for

him! Trump has done such a masterful job of handing Clinton the

election that the inevitable focus now is on her! America wants,

demands, that final kick-the-tires test, as Barack Obama said of the

process – and significant questions remain about her honesty,

integrity, judgment and trustworthiness. … Beatings, like bossa

novas, have a predictable rhythm. Trump’s beating (however
deserved or self-inflicted) has gone on for too long in terms of
the cyclical attention span of modern media, and it’s simply
Hillary’s turn."

-- Trump’s odds of turning around his campaign tonight are
steep, the Boston Globe’s Matt Viser posits: “Clinton arrives in Las

Vegas for the final debate like a poker player holding a full house,

confident and careful. Trump is furiously raising his bet, acting as if

he’s holding a hot hand, when polls say all he’s got is a pair of jacks.”

-- Republicans are praying that Trump does not once again take
Clinton's bait, per the Wall Street Journal’s Michael Bender and
Laura Meckler: “Democrats want Clinton to articulate a positive

vision for the country, rising above the allegations of sexual

misconduct and dishonesty that have permeated this election year. …



Republicans say Trump needs to focus on his popular anti-

establishment message and avoid placing any more attention on

controversies over his treatment of women or rifts with fellow

Republicans. ‘For once he needs to make this a race that’s not just

about him,’ said GOP consultant and former Romney adviser Kevin

Madden. ‘Clinton wants this race to be a referendum on Trump and

his lack of temperament, and every time she lays the bait he never

disappoints in taking it.’”

Welcome to the Daily 202, PowerPost's morning newsletter.
With contributions from Elise Viebeck (@eliseviebeck).

Sign up to receive the newsletter.

WHILE YOU WERE SLEEPING:



President Obama greets Italian Prime Minister Matteo Renzi at the White House.
(EPA/Michael Reynolds)

-- President Obama hosted his final state dinner, honoring Italian
Prime Minister Matteo Renzi and his wife at a celebratory -- yet
nostalgic -- reception. “If there was a collective emotion that defined

the night it’d be a mix of joy and pain,” Helena Andrews-Dyer and

Emily Heil wrote. “Everyone involved in the Obamas’ last black tie

gala felt it. From guest chef Mario Batali, who said that knowing this

dinner is the last adds its own brand of pride and pressure, to the

president himself, who called the swanky swan song ‘a bittersweet

moment.’ Held in a tent on the South Lawn dripping with chandeliers



and dotted with mirrored tables to conjure up the Italian 'fresco'

technique, the evening featured a stroll through the first lady’s kitchen

garden … a four-course meal prepared by Batali and a performance

by Gwen Stefani … But despite the night’s obvious symbolism as a

denouement the dinner’s guests probably took the opening lines of

the president’s traditional toast to heart: 'In the immortal words of a
great Italian American, Yogi Berra, ‘It ain’t over ’till it’s over.''" 

The Obamas rewarded many of their most loyal staffers with seats at

the dinner. Among the 380 guests were the first lady's hair stylist,
makeup artist, and personal trainer...

FLOTUS wore a custom rose-gold chain-mail gown from Atelier

Versace. It was a slinky gown with an asymmetrical neckline that

slithered like liquid metal down her torso and around her hips. "It was

pure Hollywood glamour," writes Fashion Critic Robin Givhan.



The Ecuadorian national flag flies outside their embassy in London today. (Alastair
Grant/AP)

-- Ecuador acknowledged that it “temporarily restricted” the
Internet access of WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange at its
United Kingdom embassy after WikiLeaks posted John
Podesta's emails. A foreign ministry statement said that while it

stands by its decision in 2012 to grant Assange asylum, it doesn’t

interfere in foreign elections. The ministry didn’t specify the extent of

the restrictions on Assange’s cyber access, saying only that the

limitations wouldn’t affect WikiLeaks’s ability to carry out its

journalistic activities. Do not forget: Assange is hiding out in the



embassy to avoid facing trial for alleged sexual assault. (Nick Miroff)

-- Marco Rubio urged Trump and the RNC to stop attacking
Clinton over hacked emails published by Wikileaks: "As our

intelligence agencies have said, these leaks are an effort by a foreign

government to interfere with our electoral process and I will not

indulge it,” Rubio told ABC News’s Jon Karl in an interview. “Further, I

want to warn my fellow Republicans who may want to capitalize

politically on these leaks: Today it is the Democrats. Tomorrow it

could be us."

-- Speaking of insecure email servers, Trump lives in a glass
house. From Mother Jones’ Joseph Cox: “A researcher has found

that a number of email servers linked to [Trump’s] hotel and others

businesses are running horribly out of date software which receive no

security patches, and are lacking other precautions for keeping

hackers out.” A number of mail servers for TrumpOrg.com, a domain

registered to The Trump Organization, are using end-of-life software,

including the operating system Windows Server 2003 and IIS 6.0.

“Running outdated software and operating systems for your publicly

facing email infrastructure is problematic, especially when you're a

high profile organisation,” said security architect Kevin Beaumont.

“During an election where cybersecurity is such a big issue, I was a

little amazed at what I saw.”
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With Breanne Deppisch

THE BIG IDEA: The Supreme Court is one of six main topics that
will be covered during tonight’s final debate at the University of
Nevada in Las Vegas. The late Antonin Scalia’s seat continues to sit

empty. An evenly-divided court has begun its new term under a cloud

of uncertainty. Assuming Hillary Clinton wins, it remains unclear

whether Republicans will try to confirm Merrick Garland during the

lame-duck session to prevent her from putting up someone who is

younger and more liberal next year.

The debate took on new significance this week when John
McCain boasted during a radio interview that Republicans would
automatically oppose whomever Clinton nominates. “I promise

you that we will be united against any Supreme Court nominee that

Hillary Clinton, if she were president, would put up,” the Arizona

senator said. “I promise you!”

Attacked by his Democratic challenger, McCain’s spokeswoman

released a statement walking back his comment. The senator will

“thoroughly examine the record of any Supreme Court nominee put



before the Senate,” she said. McCain then awkwardly avoided a local

TV reporter who tried to follow up.

Republicans, who have struggled to convince voters that they
are capable of governing, talked a big game in years past about
the need to be more than just “the party of no.” That messaging
is gone now. The prospect of four more years in the wilderness
suggests that they will move back toward unapologetic
obstruction.

Right now, however, they are in damage control mode. Judiciary
Committee Chairman Chuck Grassley, who is up for reelection in
Iowa, promised yesterday to not automatically “stonewall” any
Clinton pick. “If that new president happens to be Hillary, we can’t

just simply stonewall,” Grassley said on a conference call with local

press.

This is a very delicate balancing act. Vulnerable Republican

incumbents are trying to convince people who are reluctantly voting

for Clinton to support them by promising that they’ll be a check and

balance on the excesses of the Clinton presidency. One man’s
“check and balance,” however, is another man’s “obstruction.”
Regardless of how you play it, the bottom line is that
Republicans are trying to save their majority by promising more
gridlock.

If Republicans hold the Senate, Mitch McConnell will control the floor

schedule and Grassley will continue to have the Judiciary gavel. So

they technically could do exactly what they have for the past nine

months with Garland.



Democrats are now favored to win the Senate majority. Even if
they run the table, however, they’ll only control around 53 seats.
That is nowhere near filibuster proof. The question then becomes:

Which Republicans would cross over to vote for a President Clinton’s

SCOTUS picks? Could a Majority Leader Chuck Schumer cobble

together 60 votes? Or does he invoke the nuclear option and change

the rules to allow Supreme Court nominees to be confirmed by a

simple majority? Going nuclear will probably be the easier course,
both politically and procedurally, especially because the

Republican blockade of Garland has cost GOP leaders much of their

moral standing to oppose such a gambit.

Contrary to the will of the brilliant men who devised the
Constitution, the Senate is increasingly becoming a majoritarian
institution. Conservatives, who in principle should be alarmed
by this trend, have shortsightedly accelerated it.



A student standing in for Hillary is captured on the large monitor during a rehearsal
for the debate last night at UNLV. (David Goldman/AP)

-- There are two very important SCOTUS questions that the
candidates have avoided giving direct answers to:

Will Clinton re-nominate Garland? Watch for her to once again

dodge on this. She’s called him “extremely well qualified,” and she’s

relying heavily on Barack Obama to get her across the finish line in

November. The president sees getting Garland through during the

lame-duck as a top priority and a legacy achievement, but Clinton

privately wants to pick someone who is younger and more liberal than



the 63-year-old moderate.

Will Trump commit to nominating only people who are on his list
of 21 potential picks? Aides have said the list is definitive, but the

reality TV star has suggested during interviews that he might go

another direction. And he has a very long history of not being true to

his word. A few of the people Trump floated have chastised him. Utah

Sen. Mike Lee, on the second installment of Trump’s list,

subsequently called on the GOP nominee to drop out. And,

amusingly, federal appellate court Judge Diane Sykes (who was in

the first batch of names released by Trump) ruled earlier this month

against Mike Pence. She said the Indiana governor cannot interfere

with the distribution of federal funds to resettle Syrian refugees in his

state.



Trump speaks in Grand Junction, Colorado. (George Frey/Getty) 

-- For many conservative intellectuals, stopping Clinton from
appointing Scalia’s replacement is no longer a good enough
reason to support Trump. Among the Republican politicians who

have capitulated, such as Ted Cruz, holding the Scalia seat is a

favorite talking point to justify supporting someone who they privately

see as dangerously authoritarian. But 29 top conservative legal

scholars have signed onto a letter arguing that it is not enough. The

“Originalists against Trump” do not believe Trump would protect the

Constitution. And they do not trust him to actually pick from his list of



21. “More importantly, we do not trust him to respect constitutional

limits in the rest of his conduct in office, of which judicial nominations

are only one part,” they write. The group understands that the

alternative is Clinton. “Yet our country’s commitment to its

Constitution is not so fragile that it can be undone by a single

administration or a single court,” they conclude. (Read the full letter

here.)

Our Robert Barnes notes that the signatories include a Northwestern

law professor who was one of the founders of the Federalist Society,

Steven G. Calabresi; Post columnist George F. Will; and a well-

regarded conservative law professor at New York University and the

University of Chicago, Richard Epstein. “The effort was organized
by Duke University law professor Stephen E. Sachs and
University of Chicago law professor William Baude, a pair of
former clerks to Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr.”

Something to ponder: Will Roberts vote for Trump? He obviously

wants to regain his working majority, but he also hails from Indiana –

just like Gonzalo Curiel, the federal judge whom Trump leveled

repeated, racially-loaded attacks against. We’ll never know…





of a Benghazi victim who has accused Clinton of “murdering”
her son. It is unclear whether the campaign will reveal more surprise

guests today. Clinton is bringing billionaires Mark Cuban and Meg

Whitman in an effort to rattle Trump over his wealth. (Jose DelReal)

-- Clinton spent much of this week off the trail preparing for their
final showdown, a strategy which Trump mocked at a Colorado
rally. He told supporters she was actually at home resting instead.

"You know what the debate prep is? It's resting. It's lying down, going

to sleep," he said. (Jenna Johnson)

-- The Clinton campaign has requested that Bill and
Melania do not shake hands before tonight's debate. Last

time, Trump planned to parade three women who accused Clinton of

sexual assault into the family seating area and force the former

president to shake their hands as he crossed the room. (Jeremy

Peters and Maggie Haberman, The New York Times)



Chris Wallace moderated the first Republican primary debate in Aug. 2015 in
Cleveland. (Aaron Josefczyk/Reuters)

-- “Chris Wallace’s Debate Role Is a Bright Spot in a Dark Year
for Fox,” by the New York Times’s Michael Grynbaum: Chris is

the first Fox journalist to take charge of a general election face-off. “It

would be the most consequential night of Fox News’s year — if the

network had not just endured the most traumatic period in its two-

decade history. [For] the team of Fox anchors and producers (in

Vegas) this week, Mr. Wallace’s star turn is a welcome source of

pride. And, maybe, some relief. The selection of Mr. Wallace, a

veteran broadcaster with a reputation for tough, mischief-making



questions, was particularly bolstering for Fox’s news division, which

has viewed itself as an unfairly maligned alternative to the network’s

stable of conservative commentators like Mr. Hannity and Bill

O’Reilly.”

-- Politico’s Glenn Thrush preemptively declares that “Clinton
will be on the defensive”: “Trump’s fitness to lead has, rightly, been

the major focus of his conventionally lousy first debate and the

national disgrace of his second one. But here’s some good news for

him! Trump has done such a masterful job of handing Clinton the

election that the inevitable focus now is on her! America wants,

demands, that final kick-the-tires test, as Barack Obama said of the

process – and significant questions remain about her honesty,

integrity, judgment and trustworthiness. … Beatings, like bossa

novas, have a predictable rhythm. Trump’s beating (however
deserved or self-inflicted) has gone on for too long in terms of
the cyclical attention span of modern media, and it’s simply
Hillary’s turn."

-- Trump’s odds of turning around his campaign tonight are
steep, the Boston Globe’s Matt Viser posits: “Clinton arrives in Las

Vegas for the final debate like a poker player holding a full house,

confident and careful. Trump is furiously raising his bet, acting as if

he’s holding a hot hand, when polls say all he’s got is a pair of jacks.”

-- Republicans are praying that Trump does not once again take
Clinton's bait, per the Wall Street Journal’s Michael Bender and
Laura Meckler: “Democrats want Clinton to articulate a positive

vision for the country, rising above the allegations of sexual

misconduct and dishonesty that have permeated this election year. …



Republicans say Trump needs to focus on his popular anti-

establishment message and avoid placing any more attention on

controversies over his treatment of women or rifts with fellow

Republicans. ‘For once he needs to make this a race that’s not just

about him,’ said GOP consultant and former Romney adviser Kevin

Madden. ‘Clinton wants this race to be a referendum on Trump and

his lack of temperament, and every time she lays the bait he never

disappoints in taking it.’”

Welcome to the Daily 202, PowerPost's morning newsletter.
With contributions from Elise Viebeck (@eliseviebeck).

Sign up to receive the newsletter.

WHILE YOU WERE SLEEPING:



President Obama greets Italian Prime Minister Matteo Renzi at the White House.
(EPA/Michael Reynolds)

-- President Obama hosted his final state dinner, honoring Italian
Prime Minister Matteo Renzi and his wife at a celebratory -- yet
nostalgic -- reception. “If there was a collective emotion that defined

the night it’d be a mix of joy and pain,” Helena Andrews-Dyer and

Emily Heil wrote. “Everyone involved in the Obamas’ last black tie

gala felt it. From guest chef Mario Batali, who said that knowing this

dinner is the last adds its own brand of pride and pressure, to the

president himself, who called the swanky swan song ‘a bittersweet

moment.’ Held in a tent on the South Lawn dripping with chandeliers



and dotted with mirrored tables to conjure up the Italian 'fresco'

technique, the evening featured a stroll through the first lady’s kitchen

garden … a four-course meal prepared by Batali and a performance

by Gwen Stefani … But despite the night’s obvious symbolism as a

denouement the dinner’s guests probably took the opening lines of

the president’s traditional toast to heart: 'In the immortal words of a
great Italian American, Yogi Berra, ‘It ain’t over ’till it’s over.''" 

The Obamas rewarded many of their most loyal staffers with seats at

the dinner. Among the 380 guests were the first lady's hair stylist,
makeup artist, and personal trainer...

FLOTUS wore a custom rose-gold chain-mail gown from Atelier

Versace. It was a slinky gown with an asymmetrical neckline that

slithered like liquid metal down her torso and around her hips. "It was

pure Hollywood glamour," writes Fashion Critic Robin Givhan.



The Ecuadorian national flag flies outside their embassy in London today. (Alastair
Grant/AP)

-- Ecuador acknowledged that it “temporarily restricted” the
Internet access of WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange at its
United Kingdom embassy after WikiLeaks posted John
Podesta's emails. A foreign ministry statement said that while it

stands by its decision in 2012 to grant Assange asylum, it doesn’t

interfere in foreign elections. The ministry didn’t specify the extent of

the restrictions on Assange’s cyber access, saying only that the

limitations wouldn’t affect WikiLeaks’s ability to carry out its

journalistic activities. Do not forget: Assange is hiding out in the



embassy to avoid facing trial for alleged sexual assault. (Nick Miroff)

-- Marco Rubio urged Trump and the RNC to stop attacking
Clinton over hacked emails published by Wikileaks: "As our

intelligence agencies have said, these leaks are an effort by a foreign

government to interfere with our electoral process and I will not

indulge it,” Rubio told ABC News’s Jon Karl in an interview. “Further, I

want to warn my fellow Republicans who may want to capitalize

politically on these leaks: Today it is the Democrats. Tomorrow it

could be us."

-- Speaking of insecure email servers, Trump lives in a glass
house. From Mother Jones’ Joseph Cox: “A researcher has found

that a number of email servers linked to [Trump’s] hotel and others

businesses are running horribly out of date software which receive no

security patches, and are lacking other precautions for keeping

hackers out.” A number of mail servers for TrumpOrg.com, a domain

registered to The Trump Organization, are using end-of-life software,

including the operating system Windows Server 2003 and IIS 6.0.

“Running outdated software and operating systems for your publicly

facing email infrastructure is problematic, especially when you're a

high profile organisation,” said security architect Kevin Beaumont.

“During an election where cybersecurity is such a big issue, I was a

little amazed at what I saw.”
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With Breanne Deppisch

THE BIG IDEA: The Supreme Court is one of six main topics that
will be covered during tonight’s final debate at the University of
Nevada in Las Vegas. The late Antonin Scalia’s seat continues to sit

empty. An evenly-divided court has begun its new term under a cloud

of uncertainty. Assuming Hillary Clinton wins, it remains unclear

whether Republicans will try to confirm Merrick Garland during the

lame-duck session to prevent her from putting up someone who is

younger and more liberal next year.

The debate took on new significance this week when John
McCain boasted during a radio interview that Republicans would
automatically oppose whomever Clinton nominates. “I promise

you that we will be united against any Supreme Court nominee that

Hillary Clinton, if she were president, would put up,” the Arizona

senator said. “I promise you!”

Attacked by his Democratic challenger, McCain’s spokeswoman

released a statement walking back his comment. The senator will

“thoroughly examine the record of any Supreme Court nominee put



before the Senate,” she said. McCain then awkwardly avoided a local

TV reporter who tried to follow up.

Republicans, who have struggled to convince voters that they
are capable of governing, talked a big game in years past about
the need to be more than just “the party of no.” That messaging
is gone now. The prospect of four more years in the wilderness
suggests that they will move back toward unapologetic
obstruction.

Right now, however, they are in damage control mode. Judiciary
Committee Chairman Chuck Grassley, who is up for reelection in
Iowa, promised yesterday to not automatically “stonewall” any
Clinton pick. “If that new president happens to be Hillary, we can’t

just simply stonewall,” Grassley said on a conference call with local

press.

This is a very delicate balancing act. Vulnerable Republican

incumbents are trying to convince people who are reluctantly voting

for Clinton to support them by promising that they’ll be a check and

balance on the excesses of the Clinton presidency. One man’s
“check and balance,” however, is another man’s “obstruction.”
Regardless of how you play it, the bottom line is that
Republicans are trying to save their majority by promising more
gridlock.

If Republicans hold the Senate, Mitch McConnell will control the floor

schedule and Grassley will continue to have the Judiciary gavel. So

they technically could do exactly what they have for the past nine

months with Garland.



Democrats are now favored to win the Senate majority. Even if
they run the table, however, they’ll only control around 53 seats.
That is nowhere near filibuster proof. The question then becomes:

Which Republicans would cross over to vote for a President Clinton’s

SCOTUS picks? Could a Majority Leader Chuck Schumer cobble

together 60 votes? Or does he invoke the nuclear option and change

the rules to allow Supreme Court nominees to be confirmed by a

simple majority? Going nuclear will probably be the easier course,
both politically and procedurally, especially because the

Republican blockade of Garland has cost GOP leaders much of their

moral standing to oppose such a gambit.

Contrary to the will of the brilliant men who devised the
Constitution, the Senate is increasingly becoming a majoritarian
institution. Conservatives, who in principle should be alarmed
by this trend, have shortsightedly accelerated it.



A student standing in for Hillary is captured on the large monitor during a rehearsal
for the debate last night at UNLV. (David Goldman/AP)

-- There are two very important SCOTUS questions that the
candidates have avoided giving direct answers to:

Will Clinton re-nominate Garland? Watch for her to once again

dodge on this. She’s called him “extremely well qualified,” and she’s

relying heavily on Barack Obama to get her across the finish line in

November. The president sees getting Garland through during the

lame-duck as a top priority and a legacy achievement, but Clinton

privately wants to pick someone who is younger and more liberal than



the 63-year-old moderate.

Will Trump commit to nominating only people who are on his list
of 21 potential picks? Aides have said the list is definitive, but the

reality TV star has suggested during interviews that he might go

another direction. And he has a very long history of not being true to

his word. A few of the people Trump floated have chastised him. Utah

Sen. Mike Lee, on the second installment of Trump’s list,

subsequently called on the GOP nominee to drop out. And,

amusingly, federal appellate court Judge Diane Sykes (who was in

the first batch of names released by Trump) ruled earlier this month

against Mike Pence. She said the Indiana governor cannot interfere

with the distribution of federal funds to resettle Syrian refugees in his

state.



Trump speaks in Grand Junction, Colorado. (George Frey/Getty) 

-- For many conservative intellectuals, stopping Clinton from
appointing Scalia’s replacement is no longer a good enough
reason to support Trump. Among the Republican politicians who

have capitulated, such as Ted Cruz, holding the Scalia seat is a

favorite talking point to justify supporting someone who they privately

see as dangerously authoritarian. But 29 top conservative legal

scholars have signed onto a letter arguing that it is not enough. The

“Originalists against Trump” do not believe Trump would protect the

Constitution. And they do not trust him to actually pick from his list of



21. “More importantly, we do not trust him to respect constitutional

limits in the rest of his conduct in office, of which judicial nominations

are only one part,” they write. The group understands that the

alternative is Clinton. “Yet our country’s commitment to its

Constitution is not so fragile that it can be undone by a single

administration or a single court,” they conclude. (Read the full letter

here.)

Our Robert Barnes notes that the signatories include a Northwestern

law professor who was one of the founders of the Federalist Society,

Steven G. Calabresi; Post columnist George F. Will; and a well-

regarded conservative law professor at New York University and the

University of Chicago, Richard Epstein. “The effort was organized
by Duke University law professor Stephen E. Sachs and
University of Chicago law professor William Baude, a pair of
former clerks to Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr.”

Something to ponder: Will Roberts vote for Trump? He obviously

wants to regain his working majority, but he also hails from Indiana –

just like Gonzalo Curiel, the federal judge whom Trump leveled

repeated, racially-loaded attacks against. We’ll never know…





of a Benghazi victim who has accused Clinton of “murdering”
her son. It is unclear whether the campaign will reveal more surprise

guests today. Clinton is bringing billionaires Mark Cuban and Meg

Whitman in an effort to rattle Trump over his wealth. (Jose DelReal)

-- Clinton spent much of this week off the trail preparing for their
final showdown, a strategy which Trump mocked at a Colorado
rally. He told supporters she was actually at home resting instead.

"You know what the debate prep is? It's resting. It's lying down, going

to sleep," he said. (Jenna Johnson)

-- The Clinton campaign has requested that Bill and
Melania do not shake hands before tonight's debate. Last

time, Trump planned to parade three women who accused Clinton of

sexual assault into the family seating area and force the former

president to shake their hands as he crossed the room. (Jeremy

Peters and Maggie Haberman, The New York Times)



Chris Wallace moderated the first Republican primary debate in Aug. 2015 in
Cleveland. (Aaron Josefczyk/Reuters)

-- “Chris Wallace’s Debate Role Is a Bright Spot in a Dark Year
for Fox,” by the New York Times’s Michael Grynbaum: Chris is

the first Fox journalist to take charge of a general election face-off. “It

would be the most consequential night of Fox News’s year — if the

network had not just endured the most traumatic period in its two-

decade history. [For] the team of Fox anchors and producers (in

Vegas) this week, Mr. Wallace’s star turn is a welcome source of

pride. And, maybe, some relief. The selection of Mr. Wallace, a

veteran broadcaster with a reputation for tough, mischief-making



questions, was particularly bolstering for Fox’s news division, which

has viewed itself as an unfairly maligned alternative to the network’s

stable of conservative commentators like Mr. Hannity and Bill

O’Reilly.”

-- Politico’s Glenn Thrush preemptively declares that “Clinton
will be on the defensive”: “Trump’s fitness to lead has, rightly, been

the major focus of his conventionally lousy first debate and the

national disgrace of his second one. But here’s some good news for

him! Trump has done such a masterful job of handing Clinton the

election that the inevitable focus now is on her! America wants,

demands, that final kick-the-tires test, as Barack Obama said of the

process – and significant questions remain about her honesty,

integrity, judgment and trustworthiness. … Beatings, like bossa

novas, have a predictable rhythm. Trump’s beating (however
deserved or self-inflicted) has gone on for too long in terms of
the cyclical attention span of modern media, and it’s simply
Hillary’s turn."

-- Trump’s odds of turning around his campaign tonight are
steep, the Boston Globe’s Matt Viser posits: “Clinton arrives in Las

Vegas for the final debate like a poker player holding a full house,

confident and careful. Trump is furiously raising his bet, acting as if

he’s holding a hot hand, when polls say all he’s got is a pair of jacks.”

-- Republicans are praying that Trump does not once again take
Clinton's bait, per the Wall Street Journal’s Michael Bender and
Laura Meckler: “Democrats want Clinton to articulate a positive

vision for the country, rising above the allegations of sexual

misconduct and dishonesty that have permeated this election year. …



Republicans say Trump needs to focus on his popular anti-

establishment message and avoid placing any more attention on

controversies over his treatment of women or rifts with fellow

Republicans. ‘For once he needs to make this a race that’s not just

about him,’ said GOP consultant and former Romney adviser Kevin

Madden. ‘Clinton wants this race to be a referendum on Trump and

his lack of temperament, and every time she lays the bait he never

disappoints in taking it.’”

Welcome to the Daily 202, PowerPost's morning newsletter.
With contributions from Elise Viebeck (@eliseviebeck).

Sign up to receive the newsletter.

WHILE YOU WERE SLEEPING:



President Obama greets Italian Prime Minister Matteo Renzi at the White House.
(EPA/Michael Reynolds)

-- President Obama hosted his final state dinner, honoring Italian
Prime Minister Matteo Renzi and his wife at a celebratory -- yet
nostalgic -- reception. “If there was a collective emotion that defined

the night it’d be a mix of joy and pain,” Helena Andrews-Dyer and

Emily Heil wrote. “Everyone involved in the Obamas’ last black tie

gala felt it. From guest chef Mario Batali, who said that knowing this

dinner is the last adds its own brand of pride and pressure, to the

president himself, who called the swanky swan song ‘a bittersweet

moment.’ Held in a tent on the South Lawn dripping with chandeliers



and dotted with mirrored tables to conjure up the Italian 'fresco'

technique, the evening featured a stroll through the first lady’s kitchen

garden … a four-course meal prepared by Batali and a performance

by Gwen Stefani … But despite the night’s obvious symbolism as a

denouement the dinner’s guests probably took the opening lines of

the president’s traditional toast to heart: 'In the immortal words of a
great Italian American, Yogi Berra, ‘It ain’t over ’till it’s over.''" 

The Obamas rewarded many of their most loyal staffers with seats at

the dinner. Among the 380 guests were the first lady's hair stylist,
makeup artist, and personal trainer...

FLOTUS wore a custom rose-gold chain-mail gown from Atelier

Versace. It was a slinky gown with an asymmetrical neckline that

slithered like liquid metal down her torso and around her hips. "It was

pure Hollywood glamour," writes Fashion Critic Robin Givhan.



The Ecuadorian national flag flies outside their embassy in London today. (Alastair
Grant/AP)

-- Ecuador acknowledged that it “temporarily restricted” the
Internet access of WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange at its
United Kingdom embassy after WikiLeaks posted John
Podesta's emails. A foreign ministry statement said that while it

stands by its decision in 2012 to grant Assange asylum, it doesn’t

interfere in foreign elections. The ministry didn’t specify the extent of

the restrictions on Assange’s cyber access, saying only that the

limitations wouldn’t affect WikiLeaks’s ability to carry out its

journalistic activities. Do not forget: Assange is hiding out in the



embassy to avoid facing trial for alleged sexual assault. (Nick Miroff)

-- Marco Rubio urged Trump and the RNC to stop attacking
Clinton over hacked emails published by Wikileaks: "As our

intelligence agencies have said, these leaks are an effort by a foreign

government to interfere with our electoral process and I will not

indulge it,” Rubio told ABC News’s Jon Karl in an interview. “Further, I

want to warn my fellow Republicans who may want to capitalize

politically on these leaks: Today it is the Democrats. Tomorrow it

could be us."

-- Speaking of insecure email servers, Trump lives in a glass
house. From Mother Jones’ Joseph Cox: “A researcher has found

that a number of email servers linked to [Trump’s] hotel and others

businesses are running horribly out of date software which receive no

security patches, and are lacking other precautions for keeping

hackers out.” A number of mail servers for TrumpOrg.com, a domain

registered to The Trump Organization, are using end-of-life software,

including the operating system Windows Server 2003 and IIS 6.0.

“Running outdated software and operating systems for your publicly

facing email infrastructure is problematic, especially when you're a

high profile organisation,” said security architect Kevin Beaumont.

“During an election where cybersecurity is such a big issue, I was a

little amazed at what I saw.”
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With Breanne Deppisch

THE BIG IDEA: The Supreme Court is one of six main topics that
will be covered during tonight’s final debate at the University of
Nevada in Las Vegas. The late Antonin Scalia’s seat continues to sit

empty. An evenly-divided court has begun its new term under a cloud

of uncertainty. Assuming Hillary Clinton wins, it remains unclear

whether Republicans will try to confirm Merrick Garland during the

lame-duck session to prevent her from putting up someone who is

younger and more liberal next year.

The debate took on new significance this week when John
McCain boasted during a radio interview that Republicans would
automatically oppose whomever Clinton nominates. “I promise

you that we will be united against any Supreme Court nominee that

Hillary Clinton, if she were president, would put up,” the Arizona

senator said. “I promise you!”

Attacked by his Democratic challenger, McCain’s spokeswoman

released a statement walking back his comment. The senator will

“thoroughly examine the record of any Supreme Court nominee put



before the Senate,” she said. McCain then awkwardly avoided a local

TV reporter who tried to follow up.

Republicans, who have struggled to convince voters that they
are capable of governing, talked a big game in years past about
the need to be more than just “the party of no.” That messaging
is gone now. The prospect of four more years in the wilderness
suggests that they will move back toward unapologetic
obstruction.

Right now, however, they are in damage control mode. Judiciary
Committee Chairman Chuck Grassley, who is up for reelection in
Iowa, promised yesterday to not automatically “stonewall” any
Clinton pick. “If that new president happens to be Hillary, we can’t

just simply stonewall,” Grassley said on a conference call with local

press.

This is a very delicate balancing act. Vulnerable Republican

incumbents are trying to convince people who are reluctantly voting

for Clinton to support them by promising that they’ll be a check and

balance on the excesses of the Clinton presidency. One man’s
“check and balance,” however, is another man’s “obstruction.”
Regardless of how you play it, the bottom line is that
Republicans are trying to save their majority by promising more
gridlock.

If Republicans hold the Senate, Mitch McConnell will control the floor

schedule and Grassley will continue to have the Judiciary gavel. So

they technically could do exactly what they have for the past nine

months with Garland.



Democrats are now favored to win the Senate majority. Even if
they run the table, however, they’ll only control around 53 seats.
That is nowhere near filibuster proof. The question then becomes:

Which Republicans would cross over to vote for a President Clinton’s

SCOTUS picks? Could a Majority Leader Chuck Schumer cobble

together 60 votes? Or does he invoke the nuclear option and change

the rules to allow Supreme Court nominees to be confirmed by a

simple majority? Going nuclear will probably be the easier course,
both politically and procedurally, especially because the

Republican blockade of Garland has cost GOP leaders much of their

moral standing to oppose such a gambit.

Contrary to the will of the brilliant men who devised the
Constitution, the Senate is increasingly becoming a majoritarian
institution. Conservatives, who in principle should be alarmed
by this trend, have shortsightedly accelerated it.



A student standing in for Hillary is captured on the large monitor during a rehearsal
for the debate last night at UNLV. (David Goldman/AP)

-- There are two very important SCOTUS questions that the
candidates have avoided giving direct answers to:

Will Clinton re-nominate Garland? Watch for her to once again

dodge on this. She’s called him “extremely well qualified,” and she’s

relying heavily on Barack Obama to get her across the finish line in

November. The president sees getting Garland through during the

lame-duck as a top priority and a legacy achievement, but Clinton

privately wants to pick someone who is younger and more liberal than



the 63-year-old moderate.

Will Trump commit to nominating only people who are on his list
of 21 potential picks? Aides have said the list is definitive, but the

reality TV star has suggested during interviews that he might go

another direction. And he has a very long history of not being true to

his word. A few of the people Trump floated have chastised him. Utah

Sen. Mike Lee, on the second installment of Trump’s list,

subsequently called on the GOP nominee to drop out. And,

amusingly, federal appellate court Judge Diane Sykes (who was in

the first batch of names released by Trump) ruled earlier this month

against Mike Pence. She said the Indiana governor cannot interfere

with the distribution of federal funds to resettle Syrian refugees in his

state.



Trump speaks in Grand Junction, Colorado. (George Frey/Getty) 

-- For many conservative intellectuals, stopping Clinton from
appointing Scalia’s replacement is no longer a good enough
reason to support Trump. Among the Republican politicians who

have capitulated, such as Ted Cruz, holding the Scalia seat is a

favorite talking point to justify supporting someone who they privately

see as dangerously authoritarian. But 29 top conservative legal

scholars have signed onto a letter arguing that it is not enough. The

“Originalists against Trump” do not believe Trump would protect the

Constitution. And they do not trust him to actually pick from his list of



21. “More importantly, we do not trust him to respect constitutional

limits in the rest of his conduct in office, of which judicial nominations

are only one part,” they write. The group understands that the

alternative is Clinton. “Yet our country’s commitment to its

Constitution is not so fragile that it can be undone by a single

administration or a single court,” they conclude. (Read the full letter

here.)

Our Robert Barnes notes that the signatories include a Northwestern

law professor who was one of the founders of the Federalist Society,

Steven G. Calabresi; Post columnist George F. Will; and a well-

regarded conservative law professor at New York University and the

University of Chicago, Richard Epstein. “The effort was organized
by Duke University law professor Stephen E. Sachs and
University of Chicago law professor William Baude, a pair of
former clerks to Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr.”

Something to ponder: Will Roberts vote for Trump? He obviously

wants to regain his working majority, but he also hails from Indiana –

just like Gonzalo Curiel, the federal judge whom Trump leveled

repeated, racially-loaded attacks against. We’ll never know…





of a Benghazi victim who has accused Clinton of “murdering”
her son. It is unclear whether the campaign will reveal more surprise

guests today. Clinton is bringing billionaires Mark Cuban and Meg

Whitman in an effort to rattle Trump over his wealth. (Jose DelReal)

-- Clinton spent much of this week off the trail preparing for their
final showdown, a strategy which Trump mocked at a Colorado
rally. He told supporters she was actually at home resting instead.

"You know what the debate prep is? It's resting. It's lying down, going

to sleep," he said. (Jenna Johnson)

-- The Clinton campaign has requested that Bill and
Melania do not shake hands before tonight's debate. Last

time, Trump planned to parade three women who accused Clinton of

sexual assault into the family seating area and force the former

president to shake their hands as he crossed the room. (Jeremy

Peters and Maggie Haberman, The New York Times)



Chris Wallace moderated the first Republican primary debate in Aug. 2015 in
Cleveland. (Aaron Josefczyk/Reuters)

-- “Chris Wallace’s Debate Role Is a Bright Spot in a Dark Year
for Fox,” by the New York Times’s Michael Grynbaum: Chris is

the first Fox journalist to take charge of a general election face-off. “It

would be the most consequential night of Fox News’s year — if the

network had not just endured the most traumatic period in its two-

decade history. [For] the team of Fox anchors and producers (in

Vegas) this week, Mr. Wallace’s star turn is a welcome source of

pride. And, maybe, some relief. The selection of Mr. Wallace, a

veteran broadcaster with a reputation for tough, mischief-making



questions, was particularly bolstering for Fox’s news division, which

has viewed itself as an unfairly maligned alternative to the network’s

stable of conservative commentators like Mr. Hannity and Bill

O’Reilly.”

-- Politico’s Glenn Thrush preemptively declares that “Clinton
will be on the defensive”: “Trump’s fitness to lead has, rightly, been

the major focus of his conventionally lousy first debate and the

national disgrace of his second one. But here’s some good news for

him! Trump has done such a masterful job of handing Clinton the

election that the inevitable focus now is on her! America wants,

demands, that final kick-the-tires test, as Barack Obama said of the

process – and significant questions remain about her honesty,

integrity, judgment and trustworthiness. … Beatings, like bossa

novas, have a predictable rhythm. Trump’s beating (however
deserved or self-inflicted) has gone on for too long in terms of
the cyclical attention span of modern media, and it’s simply
Hillary’s turn."

-- Trump’s odds of turning around his campaign tonight are
steep, the Boston Globe’s Matt Viser posits: “Clinton arrives in Las

Vegas for the final debate like a poker player holding a full house,

confident and careful. Trump is furiously raising his bet, acting as if

he’s holding a hot hand, when polls say all he’s got is a pair of jacks.”

-- Republicans are praying that Trump does not once again take
Clinton's bait, per the Wall Street Journal’s Michael Bender and
Laura Meckler: “Democrats want Clinton to articulate a positive

vision for the country, rising above the allegations of sexual

misconduct and dishonesty that have permeated this election year. …



Republicans say Trump needs to focus on his popular anti-

establishment message and avoid placing any more attention on

controversies over his treatment of women or rifts with fellow

Republicans. ‘For once he needs to make this a race that’s not just

about him,’ said GOP consultant and former Romney adviser Kevin

Madden. ‘Clinton wants this race to be a referendum on Trump and

his lack of temperament, and every time she lays the bait he never

disappoints in taking it.’”
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WHILE YOU WERE SLEEPING:



President Obama greets Italian Prime Minister Matteo Renzi at the White House.
(EPA/Michael Reynolds)

-- President Obama hosted his final state dinner, honoring Italian
Prime Minister Matteo Renzi and his wife at a celebratory -- yet
nostalgic -- reception. “If there was a collective emotion that defined

the night it’d be a mix of joy and pain,” Helena Andrews-Dyer and

Emily Heil wrote. “Everyone involved in the Obamas’ last black tie

gala felt it. From guest chef Mario Batali, who said that knowing this

dinner is the last adds its own brand of pride and pressure, to the

president himself, who called the swanky swan song ‘a bittersweet

moment.’ Held in a tent on the South Lawn dripping with chandeliers



and dotted with mirrored tables to conjure up the Italian 'fresco'

technique, the evening featured a stroll through the first lady’s kitchen

garden … a four-course meal prepared by Batali and a performance

by Gwen Stefani … But despite the night’s obvious symbolism as a

denouement the dinner’s guests probably took the opening lines of

the president’s traditional toast to heart: 'In the immortal words of a
great Italian American, Yogi Berra, ‘It ain’t over ’till it’s over.''" 

The Obamas rewarded many of their most loyal staffers with seats at

the dinner. Among the 380 guests were the first lady's hair stylist,
makeup artist, and personal trainer...

FLOTUS wore a custom rose-gold chain-mail gown from Atelier

Versace. It was a slinky gown with an asymmetrical neckline that

slithered like liquid metal down her torso and around her hips. "It was

pure Hollywood glamour," writes Fashion Critic Robin Givhan.



The Ecuadorian national flag flies outside their embassy in London today. (Alastair
Grant/AP)

-- Ecuador acknowledged that it “temporarily restricted” the
Internet access of WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange at its
United Kingdom embassy after WikiLeaks posted John
Podesta's emails. A foreign ministry statement said that while it

stands by its decision in 2012 to grant Assange asylum, it doesn’t

interfere in foreign elections. The ministry didn’t specify the extent of

the restrictions on Assange’s cyber access, saying only that the

limitations wouldn’t affect WikiLeaks’s ability to carry out its

journalistic activities. Do not forget: Assange is hiding out in the



embassy to avoid facing trial for alleged sexual assault. (Nick Miroff)

-- Marco Rubio urged Trump and the RNC to stop attacking
Clinton over hacked emails published by Wikileaks: "As our

intelligence agencies have said, these leaks are an effort by a foreign

government to interfere with our electoral process and I will not

indulge it,” Rubio told ABC News’s Jon Karl in an interview. “Further, I

want to warn my fellow Republicans who may want to capitalize

politically on these leaks: Today it is the Democrats. Tomorrow it

could be us."

-- Speaking of insecure email servers, Trump lives in a glass
house. From Mother Jones’ Joseph Cox: “A researcher has found

that a number of email servers linked to [Trump’s] hotel and others

businesses are running horribly out of date software which receive no

security patches, and are lacking other precautions for keeping

hackers out.” A number of mail servers for TrumpOrg.com, a domain

registered to The Trump Organization, are using end-of-life software,

including the operating system Windows Server 2003 and IIS 6.0.

“Running outdated software and operating systems for your publicly

facing email infrastructure is problematic, especially when you're a

high profile organisation,” said security architect Kevin Beaumont.

“During an election where cybersecurity is such a big issue, I was a

little amazed at what I saw.”
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THE BIG IDEA: The Supreme Court is one of six main topics that
will be covered during tonight’s final debate at the University of
Nevada in Las Vegas. The late Antonin Scalia’s seat continues to sit

empty. An evenly-divided court has begun its new term under a cloud

of uncertainty. Assuming Hillary Clinton wins, it remains unclear

whether Republicans will try to confirm Merrick Garland during the

lame-duck session to prevent her from putting up someone who is

younger and more liberal next year.

The debate took on new significance this week when John
McCain boasted during a radio interview that Republicans would
automatically oppose whomever Clinton nominates. “I promise

you that we will be united against any Supreme Court nominee that

Hillary Clinton, if she were president, would put up,” the Arizona

senator said. “I promise you!”

Attacked by his Democratic challenger, McCain’s spokeswoman

released a statement walking back his comment. The senator will

“thoroughly examine the record of any Supreme Court nominee put



before the Senate,” she said. McCain then awkwardly avoided a local

TV reporter who tried to follow up.

Republicans, who have struggled to convince voters that they
are capable of governing, talked a big game in years past about
the need to be more than just “the party of no.” That messaging
is gone now. The prospect of four more years in the wilderness
suggests that they will move back toward unapologetic
obstruction.

Right now, however, they are in damage control mode. Judiciary
Committee Chairman Chuck Grassley, who is up for reelection in
Iowa, promised yesterday to not automatically “stonewall” any
Clinton pick. “If that new president happens to be Hillary, we can’t

just simply stonewall,” Grassley said on a conference call with local

press.

This is a very delicate balancing act. Vulnerable Republican

incumbents are trying to convince people who are reluctantly voting

for Clinton to support them by promising that they’ll be a check and

balance on the excesses of the Clinton presidency. One man’s
“check and balance,” however, is another man’s “obstruction.”
Regardless of how you play it, the bottom line is that
Republicans are trying to save their majority by promising more
gridlock.

If Republicans hold the Senate, Mitch McConnell will control the floor

schedule and Grassley will continue to have the Judiciary gavel. So

they technically could do exactly what they have for the past nine

months with Garland.



Democrats are now favored to win the Senate majority. Even if
they run the table, however, they’ll only control around 53 seats.
That is nowhere near filibuster proof. The question then becomes:

Which Republicans would cross over to vote for a President Clinton’s

SCOTUS picks? Could a Majority Leader Chuck Schumer cobble

together 60 votes? Or does he invoke the nuclear option and change

the rules to allow Supreme Court nominees to be confirmed by a

simple majority? Going nuclear will probably be the easier course,
both politically and procedurally, especially because the

Republican blockade of Garland has cost GOP leaders much of their

moral standing to oppose such a gambit.

Contrary to the will of the brilliant men who devised the
Constitution, the Senate is increasingly becoming a majoritarian
institution. Conservatives, who in principle should be alarmed
by this trend, have shortsightedly accelerated it.
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for the debate last night at UNLV. (David Goldman/AP)

-- There are two very important SCOTUS questions that the
candidates have avoided giving direct answers to:

Will Clinton re-nominate Garland? Watch for her to once again

dodge on this. She’s called him “extremely well qualified,” and she’s

relying heavily on Barack Obama to get her across the finish line in

November. The president sees getting Garland through during the

lame-duck as a top priority and a legacy achievement, but Clinton

privately wants to pick someone who is younger and more liberal than



the 63-year-old moderate.

Will Trump commit to nominating only people who are on his list
of 21 potential picks? Aides have said the list is definitive, but the

reality TV star has suggested during interviews that he might go

another direction. And he has a very long history of not being true to

his word. A few of the people Trump floated have chastised him. Utah

Sen. Mike Lee, on the second installment of Trump’s list,

subsequently called on the GOP nominee to drop out. And,

amusingly, federal appellate court Judge Diane Sykes (who was in

the first batch of names released by Trump) ruled earlier this month

against Mike Pence. She said the Indiana governor cannot interfere

with the distribution of federal funds to resettle Syrian refugees in his

state.
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-- For many conservative intellectuals, stopping Clinton from
appointing Scalia’s replacement is no longer a good enough
reason to support Trump. Among the Republican politicians who

have capitulated, such as Ted Cruz, holding the Scalia seat is a

favorite talking point to justify supporting someone who they privately

see as dangerously authoritarian. But 29 top conservative legal

scholars have signed onto a letter arguing that it is not enough. The

“Originalists against Trump” do not believe Trump would protect the

Constitution. And they do not trust him to actually pick from his list of



21. “More importantly, we do not trust him to respect constitutional

limits in the rest of his conduct in office, of which judicial nominations

are only one part,” they write. The group understands that the

alternative is Clinton. “Yet our country’s commitment to its

Constitution is not so fragile that it can be undone by a single

administration or a single court,” they conclude. (Read the full letter

here.)

Our Robert Barnes notes that the signatories include a Northwestern

law professor who was one of the founders of the Federalist Society,

Steven G. Calabresi; Post columnist George F. Will; and a well-

regarded conservative law professor at New York University and the

University of Chicago, Richard Epstein. “The effort was organized
by Duke University law professor Stephen E. Sachs and
University of Chicago law professor William Baude, a pair of
former clerks to Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr.”

Something to ponder: Will Roberts vote for Trump? He obviously

wants to regain his working majority, but he also hails from Indiana –

just like Gonzalo Curiel, the federal judge whom Trump leveled

repeated, racially-loaded attacks against. We’ll never know…




